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SENSATION AND GOOD AND BEAUTY BAD AND UGLY ETHICS
INTUITION
ISTEK VE IRADE FAYDALI ZARARLI IKTiSAT
WISH AND WILL USEFUL HARMFUL ECONOMY
UNSIYET ADALET 2UL0M SIYASET VE HUKUK
ACQUITANCE JUSTICE OPRESSION POLITICS AND LAW

whazt 5l g p ¥ B 9o a3y
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TEMEL O2ZELLIKLERE
BASIC PRINCIPLES
OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION

BATI

TEIELﬁZELUKLEBI‘I

isLAM

SARDETIN TEMEL SARTLAR]

BASIC PRINCIPLES FOR FELICITY

BASIC PRINCIPLES
OF ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION

TABLO3 TABLE3

SAADETIN TEMEL $ARTLARI
ISLAM MEDENIVETININ TEMEL OZELLIKLERI
BATI MEDENIVETININ TEMEL OZELLIKLERI

BASIC PRINCIPLES FOR FELICITY
BASIC PRINCIPLES OF ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION
BASIC PRINCIPLES OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION

*MATERYALIZM

*MATERIALISM

*MUKADDESATG!

LMAK

*PRIORTY OF ETHICS
AND MORALITY

7O BE OF MORALE
*BASED ON

THE STRUGGLE
BETWEEN BODY
AND SOUL

*NEFSE ESARET| ESAS ALMAK

®BASED ON THE FLESHL 1 CRAVINGS

*GNCE AHLAK VE MANEVIYAT
*NEFS TERBIYESINI ESAS ALMAI

SHERKESE REFAH
*KENDIN IGIN ISTEDIGH
KARDES! IGIN DE IS,
*ADIL ISBIRLIGI
SWELFARE “OR EVER
*® DESIR:MS FOR (U1
BROTHERS FOR,

AS SUPERIOR

*TRANGUILLITY AND PEACE

*SOMORU

SHAKKI USTON TUTMAK

OF THE RIGHT
*HOLOING THE RIGHT,

*MENFAAT

*GIFTE STANDART

*HOLDING THE MIGHT AS SUPERIOR

*DOUBLE STANDARD

*GERCEK HAK ANLA

*INSAN HAKLARINA SAYGI
*RESPECT TO HUMAN RIGHTS

*SEVG] *HOSGORU

*COMPASSION  ®AFFECTION  *TOLERANCE

*KUVVET] USTON TUTMAK

*WRONG UNDERSTANDING OF THE RIGHT

SYANLIS HAK ANLAYISI

*BASKI VE TAHAKKUM

*MOSLUMANLAR ICIN
INSAN HAKLAR| OLMAYACAK

*SUPRESSION AND OPPRESSION

*NO HUMAN RIGHTS FOR MUSLIMS

*DUSMANUK
*KIN
*NEFRET

i

*RESZNTVFT

TRED
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DOGRU VE YANLIS HAK ANLAYISLARININ FARKI

DOGRU HAK ANLAYISI YANLIS HAK ANLAYISI

1- DOGUSTAN INSANLARA L

VERILEN HAKLAR -KUVVET
2- EMEK 2. COKLUK
3- RIZA ILE YAPILAN ANLASMA VE

MUKAVELELER 3 IMTIYAZ
4- ADALET GEREGI DOGAN

HAKLAR 4 MENFAAT

ABLE-4/A

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TRUE AND FALSE UNDERSTANDING OF THE “RIGHT”

TRUE UNDERSTANDING OF

FALSE UNDERSTANDING OF

4- “RIGHTS” CONCLUDED FROM
THE JUSTICE

THE “RIGHT” THE “RIGHT”
I- INNATE ABILITIES OF THE
HUMAN BEINGS 1- MIGHT
2- LABOUR 2- MAJORITY
3- AGREEMENTS AND CONTRACTS
BASED ONMUTUAL CONCENTS | o oor oo

4- INTEREST




PAR- TPV IPRETOS o ) 1P

TEMEL INSAN HAKLARI

1) YASAMA,
2) MULKIYET,
3) INANC HURRIYETI
(4 UNSURU ILE : IFADE HURRIYETI, OGRENIM HURRIYETI,
ORGUTLENME HURRIYETI, INANDIGI GiBi YASAYABILME VE iBADET
URRIVETE
4) NESLIN MUHAFAZASI,
5) AKLIN MUHAFAZAST HURRIYETI.
VE DIGER BILINEN TEMEL INSAN HAKTL.ARY HURRIYETLERI

(SEYAHAT, I$ TUTABILME, MESLEK SECEBILME V.S.)

ABLE - 4/B]

BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS

1) THE RIGHT TO LIVE,
2) PROPERTY RIGHTS,
3) FREEDOM OF BELIEF

(WITH FOUR ELEMENTS: FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION, FREEDOM OF
EDUCATION, FREEDOM OF ORGANISATION, FREEDOM OF LIVING AS
BELIEVED AND FREEDOM OF WORSHIPPING)

4) PRESERVATION OF GNERATIONS,

5) FREEDOM OF PRESERVING THE REASON
AND OTHER BASIC WELL-KNOWN HUMAN RIGHTS

(TRAVELING, WORKING, CHOOSING PROFESSION ETC.)
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TABLOS TABLES

iNSANLIK TARIHI BOYUNCA IN THE COURSE OF HUMAN HISTORY
“HAKKI” VE “KUVVETI” USTON TUTAN CIVILIZATIONS WITHOLDING “RIGHT”

MEDENIYETLER OR “MIGHT” AS SUPERIOR POWER

UYGARLIKLAR DONEMI

TARIH ONCES]

z DUNYA
e W DEAL
8 isLAM
= I
3 LIK
5 _ i [ind
w IBRANI
2 HEBREW
MEZOPQT; ROMA
i T MEZOPOT. REMAN EMPIRE
3 i3
= AHIAN :
o Ex
& R o
5 PERIOD
H
z R E
m .
2000 1500 1000 500 [ 500 1000 1500 2000
MILAT :
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ISLAM VE iLiM

1-BUGUNKU ILIMLERI iLiM HALINE GETIREN MUSLUMANLARDIR.

2-MUSLUMANLARIN ILME YAPTIGI KATKI BUNDAN ONCEKI
DONEMLERLE VE SON ASIRLARDAKiI GELISMELERLE MUKAYESE
EDILDiGI ZAMAN DAHI COK BUYUK FEVKALADELIK ARZ ETMEKTEDIR.

3-iLIMLER SAHASINDA BUNDAN SONRADA YENi CIGIRLARIN
ACILMASY  ICIN  YINE MUSLOUMANLIGIN KAYNAKLARINDAN
YARARLANILMASINA BUYUK IHTIYAC VARDIR.

ISLAM AND SCIENCE

i-CURRENT SCIENCES ARE BASED ON MUSLIMS’ STUDIES.

2-MUSLIMS* CONTRIBUTIONS TO SCIENCE HAVE GREAT
IMPORTANCE EVEN COMPARED TO THE LATE DEVELOPMENTS IN THE
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY.

3-IN ORDER TO OPEN NEW FRONTIERS IN THE FIELD OF SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY, THERE IS A GREAT REQUIREMENT TO REACH
MUSLIMS’ RESOURCES AND LITERATURE
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ABLE —

MUSLIMS’ CONTRIBUTION TO SCIENCES
A BRIEF QUTLOOK
ASTRONOMY - TRIGONOMETRY

1- ASTRONOMY :

BATLAMIUS 260 DAYS, EL BATTANY : 365 DAYS, 5 HRS, 46 MINUTES ,22 SECONDS

2- TRIGONOMETRY :
1) WIDTH OF THE MEDITERRANIEN SEA
IN THE ANCIENT EGYPT 1/20 ! CALIPH ME'MUN PERIOD: TODAY'S

WIDTH

ISLAM :ESTABLISHED TRIGONOMETRY: JEYP, TAJEYP,

2) THE WEST

DOES NOT KNOW LE. SINUS, COSINUS, TANGENT, COTANGENT INTRODUCED
ISLAM : DISTANCE BETWEEN THE PARALLELS OF

3) THE WEST

DOES NOT KNOW LATITUDE: 111.000 KM.

GEYASEDDEEN JAMSHED HORASANI:

4) THE WEST

DOES NOT KNOW Sin 1° = 0.017 452 404 437 238 571
GEYASEDDEEN JAMSHED HORASANI:

5) THE WEST PREPARED TRIGONOMETRY TABLES

DOES NOT KNOW

AS THEY ARE TODAY

GEYASEDDEEN JAMSHED HORASANI:

6) ANCIENT GREEKS

DO NOT KNOW N 3.141 592 635 589 743
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MUSLIMS’ CONTRIBUTION TO SCIENCES
A BRIEF OUTLOOK
MATHEMATICS

BEFORE THE MUSLIMS, NUMBERS ARE NOT USED (ANCIENT
ROMANS USED ALPHABET. HENCE THE NUMBERS WERE
FINISHING AT 60.

MUSLIMS INCREASED THE NUMBERS TO INFINITY

MUSLIMS INTRODUCED FIGURES.
HENCE, WITH 10 FIGURES, INFINITE NUMBERS ARE PRESENTED.

MUSLIMS INTRODUCED ADDITION, SUBTRACTION,
MULTIPLICATION AND DIVISION TO THE HUMANITY
THESE WERE DONE BY STICKS IN THE ANCIENT GREECE.

AL JABER, ESTABLISHED THE WHOLE SCIENCE OF ALGEBRA.
HE TOUGHT HOW TO SOLVE 1., 2., 3., DEGREE PROBLEMS, HOW
TO REACH 2. AND 3. DEGREE ROOTS.

MUSEIMS INTRODUCED THE NUMBER “ZERO” TO THE
HUMANITY.

MUSLIMS INTRODUCED ADVANCED ALGEBRAIC CALCULATIONS
AS LIMITS.

AL HAREZMY INTRODUCED LOGARITHM.
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ABLO - 8/
MUSLIMS’ CONTRIBUTION TO SCIENCES
A BRIEF OUTLOOK

PHYSICS — CREMISTRY — HISTORY - GEOGRAPHY

PHYSICS

1 IBN HAYZEM SHOWED FIRSTLY THAT A MATTER WAS
CONSISTING OF ATOMS AND MOLECULES.
BASED ON THE ATOMS VE MOLECULES, HE INTRODUCED

2.
REFRACTION RULES.
EUCLID: VELOCITIES ARE PROPORTIONAL TO DEVIATION
DEGREES.

3
IBN HAYZEM : VELOCITIES ARE PROPORTIONAL TO
SINUSES OF DEVIATION DEGREES.

CHEMISTRY

JABER IBN. HAYYAM 2. HEJRAH CENTURY.

1- ESTABLISHED ATOM THEORIES.

2 HE INVENTED LA VOISIER, GEYLUSAK AND NEWTON
RULES 10 YRS EARLIER THEN THEM.

3 HE INTRODUCED “OBSERVATION AND EXPERIENCE”
METHODOLOGIES TO THE SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

HISTORY IBN KHALDUN ESTABLISHED THE SCIENCE OF HISTORY
GEOGRAPHY
1- THE FIRST WORLD MAP
2- THE FIRST DISCOVERY OF AMERICA
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. TABLO 16 TABLE 16
DIYALOG ENSTITUSU DIALOGUE INSTUTUTE
VE DIYALOG KURACAGI ULKELER AND COUNTRIES TO DIALOGUE

Hn 3

AT
et ZAF

¥
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Francisco Simonet: Glosario de voces ibéricas y latinas usadas entre.
los mozérabes. Madrid. 1888. pp. XLXIV-CLXV.
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José Maria Millds Vallicrosa: La poesia sagrada hebraicoespafiola.
Barcelona. 1948. pp. 125-134.
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James T. Monroe: The Art of Badi’az-Zaman al-Hamadhani as

Picaresque Narrative. American University of Beirut. 1993. p.15.
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Aguado Bleye, Pedro:
- Manual de historia de Espafia, Madrid, 1947.

Bosch Vila, Jacinto :
- A propdsito de una misién cristiana a la corte de al-Mugtadir ibn
Hud, Tamuda, 1954, sem. 1.

Las Cagigas, Isidro de:
- Las mozdrabes, Madrid, 1947, en 2 vols.

Cutler, Allan :
- Who was the “Monk of France” and when did he write?
Al-Andalus, Madrid, vol. XXIII, 1963.

Dozy, Reinhardt :
- Histoire des musulmans d’Espagne, Leiden, 1932, 3 vols.
- Historia de los musulmanes de Espafia, traduccién al espafiol por
Federico de Castro, Buenos Aires, 1946, 2 vols.

Dunlop, D.M.

- A Christian Mission to Muslim Spain in the 1lth Century,
Al-Andalus, vol. XVIIL, 1952.
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Gaspar Remiro, Mariano:

- Historia de Murcia musulmana, Zaragoza, 1905.

De la Granja, Fernando :
- Milagros espafioles en una obra polémica musulmana, Al-Andalus,
vol. XXXIII, 1968.
- Una polémica religiosa en Murcia en tiempo de Alfonso el Sabio,
Al-Andalus, vol. XXX, 1966.
Ipalza, Mikel de:
- Notes pour une histoire des polémiques dans I’Occident musulman,
Arabica, vol. XVIII, Fasc. 1, Fevrier, 1971.
Kritzek, J. :

- Peter the Venerable and Islam, Princeton, 1964.
Lévi-Provengal, Evariste :

- Histoire de I’Espagne musulmane, Paris, 1950- 1955, 3 vols.
Menéndez Pelayo, Ramén :

- Origenes del espafiol, Madrid, 1950.
Millds Vallicrosa, José Maria :

- La poesia sagrada hebraicoespafiola, Barcelona, 1943 .
Monroe, James T. :

- The Art of Badi ‘az-Zaman al-Hamadhani as Picaresque narrative,

American University of Beirut, 1993.

Schiaparelli, Celestino :

- Vocabulista in Arabico, Firenze, 1871.
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Simonet, Francisco Javier :
- Los mozdrabes de Espafia, Madrid, 1897 - 1903.
- Glosario de voces ibéricas y latinas usadas entre los mozarabes,
Madrid, 1888.

Turki, Albdelmagid :
- La lettre du “Moine de France” a al-Muqtadir billah, roi de
Saragosse, et la réponse d’al-Bayi, le fagih andalou, Al-Andalus,
vol. XXXI, 1966.
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Barrier-free in Japan and in Muslim countries

Dialogue through Welfare

Dr. Habeebah Nakata'”

The Japanese community is now aiming to be a “barrier-free” society,
which enables disabled people to take part in a civil life with other people.
We Japanese look to the advanced countries in this domain such as the USA
and Sweden for a mode! of barrier-free society, and we look to Muslim
countries, which are less industrialized and consequently poor in equipment
for people with disabilities, only to show them a model. It is difficult for us
to imagine that there is anything to be learned about welfare from these less
advanced countries. But is there really nothing to learn from these
countries?

These days, a lot of Japanese who visit Muslim countries are
impressed by the warmth of people and their spirit of mutual helpfulness.
This warmth and spirit of mutual helpfulness are the very things which
Japanese people have lost on their way to modernization and the very things
which are indispensable for the realization of a true barrier-free society.
Now is the time for Japanese to turn to the Muslim countries and to open a
dialogue in this domain with Muslim people to learn from them how to
recover the humanity which is now in danger of disappearing from Japanese

society.

(*) She is the editor-in-chief of Muslim News magazine in Japan, and a lecturer in
Islamic Culture at the University of Yama Jouksh in Japan. She authored a
number of books in the field of Islamic Culture.
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Humanity in danger in Japan :

People living in urban areas are suffering from the lack of humanity. I
will tell you a shocking incident which illustrates how much humanity is
now in danger in Japan. On the 260 May 2001, a man of 26 years old was
killed on a platform in a suburb of Tokyo in the late afternoon. Knocked
down by a young man of 24 years old, who got angry because of his words,
he hit his head strongly against the hard concrete platform. His word cost
him his life. But what did he say? He only said: “please push yourself and
go inside”. Furthermore, he did not address the word to the young man
directly but to all the passengers standing at the door of a crowded train.
According to what the assailant told the police, the man looked at him and
said: “push yourself”. Offended by his words and his look, the young man
gave him a blow from behind when he got off the train after two stations.
Seven hours later, when he knew by TV news that the man whom he had
struck was unconscious, he presented himself, accompanied by his father, at
the police station. He was not a delinquent but just a typical ordinary young
man.

We Japanese were shocked by this incident, and what was even more
shocking was the fact that it was not an exceptional case. It is rare but not
unique. In April, a bank clerk of 43 years old was kicked to death by four
young boys on a platform also in a suburb of Tokyo. They got angry with
the man whose foot had hit against the foot of one of them. In March, 28
year old woman cut a man of 50 years old who was sitting next to her on a
super-express with a knife. She got angry with him because his elbow hit
against her leg. In April 1999, a young man, reproved by a man of 51 years
old for his smoking, stuck him with an ice pick.

These incidents show that the young Japanese live under a strain. They
are under so much stress that they feel outraged by a trivial act or word of a
stranger, which has such an effect on them that they explode and vent all
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their frustration on the unfortunate stranger. Young people shut out
strangers from their world by an unseen barrier to protect themselves, and if
a stranger steps into their world, they respond to him with an aggressive-but
for themselves defensive reaction. They feel as if he touched their open
wound.

It is not only these young people who have difficulty in tolerating
strangers. Many Japanese people feel the same difficulty or discomfort in
the public space.

All the buses and trains in Japan have special seats for elderly people,
which are called in our Japanese English “Silver seat”, that means seat for
the silver-gray-haired people. They are reserved not only for elderly people
but also for people with any physical difficulty such as pregnancy,
disability, and so on. It is they who have the priority for these silver seats,
which are actually silver in color, and a healthy passenger sitting there is
expected to give his seat to any other late-coming passenger who belongs to
this category. These silver seats at first glance are an expression of respect
for elderly people but in reality these reflect the lack of respect for them. If
our society really respected elderly people, it wouldn’t in any need for the
silver seats. Even with the silver seats, it is not easy for people with
disabilities to find a seat on a train. Saiba, a stick user, writes his
experiences in his Realization of a Barrier-Free Society: “just as 1
approached the silver seats, the passengers would start pretending to sleep”,
“not like in western countries where people stand up as soon as an elderly
person or a person with disabilities gets on a train, we will fail to find a seat
in our country if we don’t get on a train with a strong will and resolution to
get a seat. And we have to count on a special kindness from the people
around us, which makes us feel ill at case”.(pp.142, 143)

But cool-heartedness or selfishness are not always the reason why
people seldom yield a seat on the train. Some of them, or even many of
them don’t yield their seats to the elderly person in front of them just
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because they don’t know how to do it. It may sound strange for a Muslim
for whom giving a seat to an elderly person is a very usual and natural deed,
and he may say: “there are not a hundred different ways for giving a seat, all
you have to do is just stand up and say with a smile: “please take this seat”.
But such a simple gesture requires a lot of courage for a Japanese. Not a few
Tapanese experienced more than once failing to give their seat to an elderly
person with all their good willingness to do so. When an elderly person gets
into the train and stands in front of them, they start a monologue, saying to
themselves: “should I give him/her my seat? Perhaps he/she will get off the
train very soon and he/she prefers standing, or he/she may be younger than
he/she seems to be and he/she will not be happy to be treated as an old
person. Besides, am I not more entitled to this seat because I am deadly tired
after a long day’s work? If he/she wanted really to sit, he/she could wait for
the next train”. They may continue to say to themselves: “Say, won't it be
very embarrassing for me if he/she refuses my proposal... But don’t be
timid. Stand up because it is a good deed..” and while hesitating and
encouraging themselves they miss the timing and they end pretending to
sleep to avoid the situation completely.

Japanese are unaccustomed to doing a favor a stranger and
consequently unaccustomed to receiving a favor from a stranger. So much
so that Asahi Shinbun, one of Japan's major newspapers on the 19th May
2001 published an article entitled “Good manner for giving your seat to a
person”. This is not a joke! They really need to discuss about it! In the
article, a psychologist explained: “Japanese people don’t like to have any
more relationships with others than necessary. This is why they feel
embarrassed to give or be given a seat... They feel uneasy on both sides.”

Nakajima Yoshinichi notices the same thing in his Society withour
communication. “Japanese of today have a strong desire to have as few
relationships with others as possible. This is a reactive attitude of those who
are tired of ingratiating themselves with people. They know too well the
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pressure of people which weighs heavily on them like a rock and so they
guard with all their heart and mind and strength against a stranger who may
interfere in their world to pursue and observe their behavior while there are
already enough of such people. And that’s why many Japanese don’t like to
be given a helping hand by a stranger. ... They prefer painfully carrying
their heavy baggage by themselves to bearing the mental burden of being
helped by a stranger.” (pp. 187, 188)

Nakajima explains in the same book the reason why those young
people got angry when they received a rebuke in the public: “In this
country” you don’t hurt anybody and you don’t make yourself hurt” is the
axiom ruling the behavior. Consequently, when we Japanese received a
rebuke from a stranger, we hated it even if he was right, because he hurt me.
He neglected consideration for me and violated the Japanese axiom ruling
behavior. For those who are controlled by this axiom, to give a rebuke needs
much courage and to be rebuked is a serious humiliation.” (p.148)

Japanese isolate themselves from each other by erecting a high mental
barrier and they try to have the least contact with strangers possible. In
public, they shut their mouth firmly and speak rarely to a stranger as if they
don’t even share a common language. When one of them loses his way in a
street, for example, he prefers walking and walking until he find out his way
by himself to stopping somebody and asking him to show him the way. To
address a word to a stranger means for him to break the barrier. Far from
exchanging a word, they don’t even have any eye contact with strangers.
Their eyes never meet others’ eyes. They show a perfect indifference to the
passengers sitting in front of them as if they had nobody in their sight. They
keep their indifference even when somebody loses his step and falls down in
front of them. They pass by him as if nothing happened and it makes him
feel more ashamed and miserable. Nobody stops by him, asking: “are you
all right?” Nobody even looks at him with concern.

Others are not a mass of individuals for Japanese but a mass of faceless
nobodies who are there just to form a kind of background. And that’s why
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we feel embarrassed or even disturbed when one of those strangers, who
belong to the background of our world, starts to act as a living individual
and thus steps into our world. We don’t know how to behave with a person
who doesn’t belong to our world. For Japanese, “we” mean only my family,
my friends, my acquaintance, who are the component of my world and all
others are “them”. And between us and them lays a wide distance.

Zygmunt Bauman names this mental barrier separating people living in
an urban area “strangerhood” in his Thinking Sociologically and says: “The
careful, elaborate inattention with which the strangers treat one another
obviously has an important value in survival under urban conditions.” (p.67)
It was Erving Goffman, according to Baumunt, who “found this civil
inattention to be paramount among the techniques that make life in a city,
life among strangers, possible.” (ibid.p.66) He continues to say: “Civil
inattention consists of pretending that one does not look and does not listen;
or at least assuming a posture suggesting that one does not see and does not
hear and, above all, does not care what the others around are doing.” (ibid.
pp.66, 67) This comment seems to explain the anger of the young man who
killed the other man who had rebuked him on a train. The man who had
been killed violated the rule of civil inattention and this violation was much
more serious than the violation of public manner by disturbing other
passengers.

A barrier-free Japan :

Japanese society is nowadays eager to be a “barrier-free society”,
society which provides facilities and services enabling people with
disabilities to go out and enjoy a public life as able-bodied people do . The
facilities for those people, such as elevator, lavatories for wheelchair users,
Braille information for blind people, is being installed everywhere. But the
more the society becomes “physically barrier-free”, the higher becomes the
mental barrier separating disabled people from non-disabled people.
Because those facilities, which allow people with disabilities to live and
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move without depending on others for help, deprive them of occasions to
make contact with people, to communicate with people.

For example, if the Braille information at a station enables a blind
person to buy a ticket by himself and take a train, these services deprive us
of occasions to give him a helping hand and to show consideration for him.
When I see a blind person, I remain indifferent towards him as I am
towards all other non-blind people, thinking: “he will do well without any
help and if he needs some help, there are station staffs for that and I don’t
need to be concemed about him.” Thus I lose a chance to exercise kindness
and to reduce a mental distance between him and me. And also I lose a
chance to be thanked and to find happiness in being helpful to someone.

We can say the same thing for the above-cited Silver seats. When I see
an elderly person getting into the train, I don’t need to be concerned about
him because all he has to do is to go directly to the Silver seats and if he
finds somebody sitting there, it is the duty of this person to yield him the
seat and not mine. These seats, reserved for the elderly people, prevent us
from considering the feeling of others and paying respect to elderly people.
They prevent us also from knowing the happiness which comes from a
small kindness. The one who yields a Silver seat to an elderly person does it
not because of his respect for elderly people but because it is a rule. There is
no heart - heart communication between the two. Consequently, the Silver
seats installed for our new “barrier-free society”, has in reality created
another barrier separating elderly people from us. If the public facilities and
services enable people with disabilities to go out in public places, they pass
by us and they are for us as transparent as if they were not there.

Shinohara Mutsuji noted this problem, saying: “If he (a person with
disabilities) depends too much on technical aid, it may keep him confined in
a comfortable barrier-free world and limit relationship with others. (...)
When a person with disabilities becomes able to conduct like an able-bodied
person with the aid of tools, there will be no occasion for a disabled person
and an able-bodied person to face each other. Able-bodied people realize,
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through encounters with people with disabilities the extent to which they
discriminate and the discriminative aspects of their society as well as the
oppressive aspects of the society which also cause themn distress. But the
more people with disabilities acquire mobility, the less occasions there are
for them to be brought face to face with each other and they cannot
therefore overcome the capability-first way of thinking.” (quoted by
Ishikawa Jun in his article in Invitation to Disability Studies, 1999).

It is not enough for our society to be a physically barrier-free society. It
should also aim to be a mentally barrier-free society. We should not forget
that being technically barrier-free is nothing but a means to a mentally
barrier-free society. We should not forget either that a barrier-free society is
not only for the sake of a limited number of people with disabilities but also
for all the able-bodied people who oppress themselves by accepting the
capability-first society. Their encounter with people with disabilities
reminds them that the value of a person is not proportional to his capability.

Fukushima Satoshi, a professor of Education for children with
disabilities at Tokyo University, who is himself deaf and blind, said in an
interview of Asahi Shinbun (5th May 2001) : “People are hungry for
communication with others, and to have communication with people with
disabilities or elderly people may help them not only to remove their mental
barrier but also to breathe a breath of fresh air, as many of them are
suffering from a mental starvation”.

We think wrongly if we aim a barrier-free society for the sake of
people with disabilities, because the real benefit is for the ones who have no
apparent disability. It is us who have to be freed from our mental barrier
through encountering disabled people so that we may lead happier and more
human lives. We are oppressed in a society where a person’s capability
determines his value and where a less capable person is considered less in
value. We need the help of people with disabilities to liberate ourselves
from this value system which originates from capitalism .
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Are Muslim countries barrier-free?

When we turn our eyes and look at the Muslim countries, most of
which belong to the Third World, they are much far behind in public
welfare and far from being barrier-free societies.

To take the example of Cairo where I spent 2 years, the sidewalks are
uneven with many obstacles and dangerous even for a healthy person. Just
crossing a road requires the resolution to risk one’s life. Nevertheless, I
think that Cairo is mentally barrier-free which compensates for the lack of
physically barrier-free environment. People there are concerned about and
try to help people with disabilities. This is what Youssef, Japanese Muslim
with disabilities, experienced. During his travels in Jordan, Syria and Egypt,
he was given help everywhere and at every occasion. And what impressed
him the most was that those people made him feel as if he was one of them.
There was no mental barrier such as pity or hesitation which could distance
him from them. They did not give him any special treatment because of his
physical difference, but they helped him just as they help each other.

It is not only Youssef who was impressed by the warmness of people in
Muslim countries, many travelers came back to Japan with the same
impression. They witnessed small kindnesses everywhere they went such as
giving a hand to an elderly person getting on a bus, having their bag carried
for them, being given a seat, in such a natural way that they found
themselves doing the same kindnesses towards people without hesitation,
kindnesses which they had rarely done in Japan.

The warmth that Japanese find in Muslim people is not only a mental
one, but they feel their literal physical warmth. Japanese people avoid all
kind of physical contact. We don’t shake hands, we don’t kiss, we don’t
walk together hand in hand, etc. In Japan, it is only a mother and a small
child or a young couple who touch one another. We feel embarrassed at
first, therefore, when we live among the Muslims who come too close to
ourselves. But once accustomed, we start to love it. I will never forget the
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warmth of the hands when I shook hands with sisters, when I walked with
them hand in hand, when I gave my hand to an unknown elderly woman to
help her to get on a bus. I cannot forget the warmth of the bodies when I
shared a small seat with an unknown woman in a crowded bus, when I read
a book together with a sister sitting side by side, when I prayed together
with sisters shoulder to shoulder. I never forget these moments in which I
felt the Brotherhood in Islam and started to talk: “we are...” instead of “ I

»

am..,

In Japan, voluntary activities are nowadays encouraged at school. Some
high schools give a credit for a voluntary activity and some universities and
companies place a high value, at the entrance examination, on their
candidates’ participation in voluntary activities. Some people criticize this
official encouragement to voluntary activity because such an activity should
be, as it is so called, voluntary and it should not be motivated by others
evaluation. Whatever is their motivation, young people who participate in a
voluntary activity find a big joy in helping people and in being helpful for
someone, which is for them quite a new experience. It is a pity that they
have few occasions to know this kind of joy in their everyday life. They live
in a small, closed and homogenous world of school where they meet only
people of their age without having any contact with people of different ages
and of different categories. They have no chance to know any adults other
than their parents and their teachers. They hardly feel themselves as
component of a community.

When we visit Muslim countries, we have an impression that everyone
has his place in the community, young or old, rich or poor, disabled or not.
Nobody is excluded from the community and everyone, even a child, even a
beggar, plays a role in his community. There is a feeling of “living
together”. And it is this feeling of “living together” which is lacking in
Japanese society today.

In 1995, following the major earthquake in which more than four
thousand lives were lost, the feeling of living together as a community
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suddenly revived in Kobe, an urban city of Japan. All the facilities of
civilization having stopped functioning and all the public services having
stopped operating, the city of Kobe became temporally like a city in the
Third World. When everyone realized that they could not expect any aid
from the public services, they started to cooperate and help each other. The
earthquake having broken the barrier between people, they became united
under a kind of fellowship of those who experienced the same disaster and
who share the same feeling of gratitude as a survivor. The main concern of
all the people, rich or poor, old or young, disabled or able-bodied, was “how
to eat today” and “how to sleep tonight”. A friend of the above-cited
Youssef, who himself has physical disabilities, experienced the earthquake
in Kobe and told him afterwards that in those days after the disaster, people
became one and equal, and that the barrier which had separated him and his
colleagues with disabilities, working at a bakery, from their able-bodied
neighbors disappeared. People shared under the extraordinary circumstances
a strong feeling of living together, feeling which Japanese had forgotten for
long time.

Many people from all over Japan came at that time to Kobe as a
volunteer to help the survivors of the earthquake. And many of them, who
had never engaged in any voluntary activity before, continued their
voluntary activities afterwards. The experience in Kobe was so impressive
for them that once they had tasted and shared with people this feeling of
living together, they could not stop looking for another occasion to continue
to enjoy feeling it.

This feeling of living together is indispensable to the realization of a
true barrier-free society. But how can we revive it in our present society? In
this regard, a Muslim society is rich with suggestions.

Muslim society based on the Islamic value system

If we find in Muslim countries the strong feeling of living together, it is
not only because they are so much behind in public services that they are
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obliged to cooperate and help themselves to fill up this lack but also because
of the teachings of Islam.

In the religion of Islam, all the acts of worship are oriented in two
directions: to Allah and to people. When a Muslim makes an act of worship,
it brings him not only closer to Allah but also closer to his brothers in Islam.
The worship dedicated to Allah helps him to consolidate his relationship
with other people of the same belief.

For example, a male Muslim has to pray his daily five prayers in
congregation (Jaméa) and at every prayer he prays shoulder to shoulder with
strangers who are different from him in age, in race, in profession and in
social status and whom he may never meet again. During the prayer, he
prays together with these unknown people and asks Allah: “please guide us
to the straight way”. He prays then not only for himself but also for all other
Muslims who are present at the prayer and those who are not present there.
The collective prayer makes him remember that he belongs to the Muslim
community and that he is one of “us” as well as his unknown neighbor
whatever difference separates them. Friday prayer (Jumua), Fast of
Ramadan (Sawm) and Hajj have the same effect. Through every occasion of
worship, Muslims strengthen the ties of brotherhood. An unknown
individual is never, for a Muslim, an utter stranger. He is always a brother
and as far as he is his brother in Islam, what concerns his brother concerns
him too.

Once on a train, in Tokyo, 2 man sitting near to me fell asleep and did
not get at the terminal. Worried about him, I called him, shook him and then
cailed the station staff, but all the passengers near to me got off the train
without paying any attention to him. Why? Because he was a stranger. If it
were in Cairo, for example, all the passengers around him would show their
concern towards him, because he is not an utter stranger but one of their
brothers. Even if he is not a Muslim, he is still a brother from the same
father Adam or a brother in creation of the Unique Creator. Besides, a
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Muslim is commanded by his Lord (Rabb) to be kind to neighbors of all
kinds. Allah Ta’ala said: “Worship Allah and join none with Him, and do
good to parents, kinsfolk, Orphans, those in need, the neighbor who is near
of kin, the neighbor who is a stranger, the companion by your side, the
wayfarer (you meet)...” (An-Nisaa: 36) How can a Muslim who is
commanded by Allah to be kind with his neighbors, leave a person who
happens to be with him in a trouble just because he doesn’t know who’s he?

Religious deeds also remove the barrier between different generations.
In Japan, children, teenagers, adults, and elderly people live in different
worlds, and there are few occasions where they meet each other. Young
people feel themselves excluded from society. And that’s why there are, in
these days, more and more young people who refuse, when they attain the
age of adult, to assume responsibility of an adult. While in Muslim
countries, people of all generations share the same religious feelings and
participate in the same religious services. Even a small child feels himself
belonging to Umma Islamiyah when he prays together with adults, when he
does fasting with adults during Ramadan, etc. Although small, he is already
a member of the society and in his mixing with adults, he learns how to
behave in society.

As we have realized the wisdom of Allah in the acts of worship for the
consolidation of brotherhood, we realize the same wisdom in the greeting of
Muslims. A Muslim is commanded by Allah and by his Messenger to say:
“Assalamu Alaikum™, and the person thus greeted by a Muslim has to return
him the greeting saying: “wa-Alaikum al-Salam wa-Rahmat Allah
wa-Barakatuh” Muslims® greeting is not just a greeting but it is also a
prayer. Each one of the two wishes for the other a peace from Allah. They
pray for each other before starting their conversation. The Messenger of
Allah said: “You will not enter Paradise until you believe and you will not
believe until you love each other. Shall I not teach you about a thing that if
you do it, you will love each other? Spread the greeting of salam among
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you.” The greeting of salam makes people feel that they belong to the same
unigue community and it increases love for each other. The Messenger of
Allah encouraged Muslims to address this greeting not only to their
acquaintances but also to strangers. Consequently a mere greeting makes
people feel closer to each other.

The Islamic greeting has another effect. It establishes between the two
who exchange the greeting a relationship of reciprocity. We can observe this
reciprocity in other expressions such as “Jazakum Allahu Khaira (May
Allah reward you a lot” and its reply “wa-iyyakum (and you too)" or
Taqabbalallah (May Allah accept your prayer)" and its reply “minnaa wa
minkum (from us and from you)". They are sets of Du’a with which people
pray for each other. And there is in the reciprocity of these expressions a
sense of equality. In their reciprocal prayers, they stand on the same level,
the level of slave of Allah. They remind each other in exchanging these
Du’a that they don’t have power to do anything but that the real agent is
Allah. Muslims know their own standpoint as a powerless slave and this
humble recognition of themselves may reflect in their attitudes towards
people who are weaker. Strong or weak, rich or poor, able-bodied or
disabled, people are all the same in front of Allah. And if a strong person
helps a weak person, a rich person helps a poor person, and an able-bodied
person helps a disabled person, the one who helps is not superior to the one
who is helped. A Muslim knows that wealth, poverty, strength, weakness,
ability and disability are all gifts given by Allah to each of his slaves and
that none of us should be proud of his gift or sorrow for it. People are
unequal regarding the qualities they have been given but equal as far as
none of them can claim ownership of those qualities and they are all fagir,
that means poor and dependant, in front of Allah.

Japanese, without notion of the Unique Creator, cannot understand this
fundamental equality of all the creatures. They don’t know the source of the
apparent inequality which causes poverty, sickness, impairment and early
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death to certain of them. Therefore, they want to avoid facing the reality of
inequality . That’s why a rich person feels uneasy in front of a poor one, a
strong person in front of a weak one, an able-bodied person in front of a
disabled one, and that’s is why the one who helps and the one who is helped
both feel uneasy when they helps or when they are helped.

Before I became Muslim, I felt uneasy in front of people less fortunate
than myself. I even felt sort of guilt feeling in front of poor people and
people with disabilities. I was sorry for being luckier than them and I felt
myself somehow hypocritical whenever I did them a small favor. Islam
relieved me from this uneasiness and feeling of guilt. I felt as if a burden
had been lifted from me when I realized that our fate had been determined
and distributed by Allah to each of us with His Mercy and
Wisdom.Japanese, who don’t know that there is the Absolute Judge Who is
Allah, tend to take people as their judge. They need the judgment of people
to evaluate themselves and their evaluation is based on comparative values.
They compare themselves with others to evaluate themselves. For one who
lives in the world of comparative values, others are rivals and they are either
superior to him or inferior. Elderly people, people with impairment are
considered of less value in this world. Those who don’t have one-to-one
relationship with the Unique Creator are not able to appreciate their own
uniqueness or their own inherent vatue. They are not able to confirm their
identity other than in relation to others. In consequence they are always
worried about what people think of them and what people expect them to
do. So much so that when a child does a good deed, other children tend to
make fun of him or tease him because they think that he did it to earn praise
from teachers or adults. And it discourages him from doing good deeds.
This may partly explain our hesitation when we offer a seat to an elderly
person in a train. We cannot escape the eye of others all the time. It is why
Japanese always feel insecure and need to protect themselves from others.
The self-confidence of Muslim people is a wonder to them.
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In these days, many Japanese go to Muslim countries for technical aid
through ODA (Official Development Assistance) and NGO (Non
Governmental Organizations) and they have a culture-shock in a good sense
in their dealings with Muslims.

Kobayashi Akiko, who spent 3 years in Malaysia working at an
institution for children with disabilities, wrote in her book entitled Learning
Welfare from Asia, that she had found during her stay in Asian countries
“something very important” not only for the welfare of disabled peopie but
also for all people in order to become complete human beings. And this
“something very important” is what Japanese people are losing nowadays.
She was impressed by the presence of people with disabilities in the midst
of able-bodied people. Their society is a mixture of different people and
there is the spirit of “living together” which enables people with impairment
to function as members of the society. Kobayashi was also impressed by the
vitality of those people with impairment in spite of their severe
circumstances.

Kobayashi’s experience is an example of dialogue through welfare and
Japanese need this kind of dialogue to recover their understanding of the
traditional human relationship which is being lost in their over-
industrialized society.

Dialogue in smile and kindness

Although we, human beings, are different in creed, race, language,
customs, and politics, we are one in our longing for happiness and welfare.
All of us like smile and kindness. All of us know that they are the key to
happiness. Different people, such as politicians, religious leaders, scholars
and scientists, are trying to make a dialogue between civilizations at
different levels and in different fields. But why should we leave this
dialogue to these specialists? Every one of us can participate in this dialogue
by using our universal language which is smile and kindness. And when we
use this language, we will surely find ourselves much more closer to each
other than we imagined to be.
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The place of cultural aspects in language teaching:
a chance to the dialog of cultures

Dr. Serge Borg ®

0. Introduction:

The point of view that I wish to develop in this paper is the one of a
Language and Culture Teacher. I have been myself an Italian teacher in
France, then responsible for the pedagogical coordination of the Alliances
Frangaises in Sdo Paulo (Brazil), after having passed through many other
cross-cultural experiences: I have worked in Portugal and in Italy, lived in
Tunisia, my parent’s country on the opposite side of Marseille, where T was
born. That is why the dialog of what we normally call languages-culture is a
subject which has drawn my attention since I was a kid.

1. Why “language-culture” instead of culture or language?

As a matter of fact, this symposium will be held within the subject
“dialog of cultures”. However, to approach the problem by this side is to
neglect the necessary interface of the culture, in other words, the language.
The language specialists are, very often, used to speak only about their
discipline. Professor Robert Galisson, on the contrary, associates
systematically language and culture when he names this discipline. In fact,
we owe him this association that shows, in a definitely anthropological
approach, that these realities are closely related and that it is, thus,
impossible to dissociate them. That is what he develops in these terms: “the

(*) Pedagogical director of the Alliances Francaises in Sdo Paulo (Brazil)
Vice-Président of GERFLINT
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symbiosis game in which language and culture work make them the
reciprocal and necessary reflection one of the other”. This idea according to
which language and culture cannot be dissociated is developed in a different
article, published in 1987, entitled: “Accéder a la culture partagée par
Ientremise des mots”.

In this text, where he mentions: "The language is entirely crossed by
culture”, he insists on the relationship between language and culture and
which we are rapidly going to precise. As we have already said, Robert
Galisson affirms, quoting some anthropologists thesis, that the language has
a triple relationship with the culture. It is, actually, the vehicle, the product
and the producer.

L1. The language as a vehicle of the culture

According to Robert Galisson, the language is the "universal vehicle of
culture since it can explain, through words that are signs, everything that
concerns them, as far as literature, arts, sciences, .myths, rituals ... or
behaviors". In other words, it is the means through which we transmit the
culture, not only the cultivated but also the shared culture.

As we mention cultivated culture (we can also call it wise culture), we
mean a part of the literary, artistic, historical and geographical knowledge,
and also scientific, technological and media knowledge.

On the other hand, the shared culture, also called anthropological,
behaviorist or cultural “is less a sum of bookish knowledge than a key to
understand the others and 1o be understood by them". This is the culture
chosen by the discipline and particularly in the first years of teaching. What
characterizes it is that this specific culture is not confined anywhere and
appears to be, therefore, not adaptable to be taught at school nor to be
learned in books. The native speakers of a language, however, acquire it
naturally as they leam their mother tongue and share it, what distinguishes
them from the foreigners who usually ignore it.
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1. 2. The language as product of the culture

Vehicle of culture as we have just shown, the language is also the
product of the culture: under its domination, it evolves, enriches, and is
created as the neologisms used to name the new cultural products, the new
inventions and the new discoveries can prove.

1. 3. The language as the culture producer

Just as the language is the vehicle and the product of culture, it also
produces it. This means that it plays the role of a tool through which the
culture (in the large use of the term) elaborates and conserves itself. Let's
read the following quotation by Robert Galisson: "The language is a culture
producer since it is through its mediation, through the exchange, the
communication among the individuals of the group that the representations,
the collective attitudes are made (sharpened, balanced and modeled)”.

At the same time determiner and determined one toward the other,
language and culture seem impossible to be dissociated. That is the reason
why Robert Galisson makes it the second part of the name of his discipline.

1. Why languages-cultures on earth and not a language-culture?

It is impossible not to ask ourselves this question and go back to the
sources of humankind to explain the linguistic and cultural diversity that
characterizes the land of men. Two traditional explanations come up at this
point: religious and then scientific.

IL. 1. What have the religions told us?

If we ask the Bible, we ought to recognize that it is firstly under the
sign of punishment that the linguistic diversity is justified. It is with the
Babel tower that we situate the act of birth of languages at the same time to
punish man's ambition to build such a tower to reach God but also, looking
more carefully, the divine wish of sending man all over the world to occupy
it. Actually, the concentration of people in only one place of the globe
(probably close to Babylon between the Tiber and Euphrates) did not please
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the Creator at all, what gave origin to this wish of sending them in clans and
tribes everywhere in the globe. It would be extremely interesting to know
also what the Holy Coran tells us about this subject.

11.2. What do the scientists tell us?

The explanations vary and go from Cro-Magnom man, whose
languages were only the extension of onomatopoeia, to a double
articulation, which could have been built within the time. In fact, it
happened with the acceleration of the individuals socialization in groups,
tribes and villages etc (with the organization of civil society that translates a
deep necessity of communication) but also and specially with a genetic
modification of the larynx.

That is what Claude Hagége (1997) mentions: "... we have a slight idea
of what happened to the larynx. The larynx prevents from articulate when it
is too high. The child cannot articulate before fifteen or eighteen months,
because his/her larynx has not gone down yet. We know that this is what
happened to the human species itself. The language has only appeared when
the larynx went down. We know now, according to the extremely old
anthropological reconstitution, that when the larynx goes down, the
pharynx (large cavity of resonance box) can resonate and we, human
beings, can produce sounds. (...) this must have happened a million two
hundred thousand years ago, probably the date of the appearance of big
anthropoids that are closer to simians but that can be already considered
humanoids, so our ancestors." He also adds more technical considerations:
"When the pharynx has gone 10 the lowest vertebra level, it becomes big
enough and we can articulate”.

II1. The large periods of the language teaching history.

Subdividing the second (or foreign) language teaching history in large
periods is not an easy task. However, after examining the great moments
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that have marked language teaching, it seems reasonable to subdivide it in
five big periods that we took from Claude Germain (1993) in his
magnificent work: "Evolution de l'enseignement des langues : 5000 ans
d'histoire".

IIL.1. In Sumer, 5.000 years ago: The first teaching of a live language.

The first phase, unique, is clearly distinguished from the others as
much for its nature as for its age: it concerns its beginning, well attested by
some documents found so far in Sumer (nowadays Baghdad, in Iraq), fifty
centuries ago. We are talking about the teaching of the Sumerian language
to Akkadians, from 3000 BC on. It was a kind of teaching based on the
vocabulary, with the help of bilingual lexicon. In addition, this teaching was
a kind of immersion (teaching of other school subjects in the second
language).

II1.2. Egypt and Greece: Teaching of dead languages

As Claude Germain tells us, after Sumer there is a kind of break: It is
necessary, in fact, to wait the Egyptians and much later the Greeks to see a
second language teaching trace in a school milieu. In both cases, it concerns
the teaching of an almost foreign language, of an archaic language: the
hieroglyphics in the case of Egypt, and the classical Greek in the case of
Greece. We are very far from the teaching of a real second language for
practical purposes, like the Sumerians, though.

II1.3. From the Roman Antiquity to the Renaissance: The teaching
of live languages.

After that, the Roman Empire comes and the systematic teaching of a
real foreign language to young Romans (the Greek) reappears. The Romans
barely bring any innovation to teaching. Their educational system was
actually straightly based on the system conceived before them by the
Greeks. The only real novelty brought by the.Romans, as to say it, is related
to the second language.
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The Greeks have never dared to learn other Janguages but the Greek,
considered as the only language, which deserved any interest. On the other
hand, recognizing the greatness of the Greek civilization, the Romans found
a great interest in learning Greek. That is why their educational system was,
from the very first beginning, a bilingual teaching system, Greek-Roman. In
addition, if the teaching of Greek to Romans deserves a special attention, it
is because of the great influence of the Romans across the forthcoming
centuries (for all practical purposes) until the end of the 19 century, or
even the beginning of the 20t century.

As a matter of fact, according to Claude Germain, from the first
centuries of the Middle Ages, some years after the fall of the Roman Empire
of the Occident (the st century A.C.), a systematic teaching of Latin as a
second language is attested in some regions, as Ireland, for instance. It is
necessary, however, to wait until the middle of the gt century for the Latin
to acquire the status of a foreign language in France. Nevertheless, what is
remarkable about this event is that the type of teaching that took place was
the continuation of the kind of teaching which took place in the Roman
Empire. Thus, there is a close relationship between the teaching among the
Romans and the teaching of Latin as a second language, during the Middle
Ages. It is, however, by the Renaissance that a certain rupture with the
model (Greek-Latin) takes place.

ML 4. From the 16™ to the 19th century: from Latin, dead
language, to the live languages.

This fourth great period aims at showing that from Renaissance, on the
decline of Latin face, to the arrival of national languages will gradually
cause important pedagogical consequences. In fact, changing the social
status, passing from the status of a live language to the one of a dead
language, Latin will bring about a reorientation in its teaching objectives. It
would be out of question to teach for practical purposes a language, which is
not anymore spoken. Latin shall be taught thereafter only as an "intellectual
gymnastics".
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This transformation in the school objective of Latin has its importance
since the national languages, which were just born, begin to be taught
themselves as second languages. Thus, it was natural that they adopted a
model which people were most familiar with. There is a close parallelism
between the ways the teaching of Latin and the teaching of live languages
were conceived. For instance, by the end of the Middle Ages, when Latin
was still taught as a live language, especially through colloquies (or dialogs
from everyday life) the first course books of live languages, other than
Latin, are also bilingual course books - called double books - based on the
mode] of the first Greek-Latin course books.

On the other hand, since Latin (acquiring its status of dead language) is
taught through the grammar-translation method (or more precisely
grammar-theme) the teaching of live languages will be inspired on this
model. This will be the origin of the grammar-translation method, which
will reach its apogee during the 1ot century.

Evidently, the language teaching evolution is not so simple. The
importance of the private tutorials, a privileged way of learning a second
language, can prove that Roger Ascham will do that in the 16th century, the
philosophers Michel de Montaigne and John Locke, in the 16" and 17
century respectively. We can think also of the particular view of a 17t
century author such as Jan Amos Komensky, called Comenius, who could
have been the first one to have used the image in the language teaching.

By all means, it is during the 19t century that different reform attempts
appeared, all of them were conceived against the insufficiencies of the
grammar-translation method. Some individuals will appear then, clearly
marked by the scientific characteristics of their time: Charles Darwin's
theory of evolution is dated from the middle of the 19th century, followed
by the Claude Bernard's publication of the experimental method, some years
later. Some authors like Frangois Gouin or even Henry Sweet, Otto
Jespersen and Harold Palmer - as to mention only the most important names
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- will work from that time on to try to establish the real scientific basis of

language teaching.

In order to do that, they will find inspiration in the notions of the
scientific psychology, which was just born, as well as in the linguistics and
in some cases in phonetics (especially Harry Sweet). However, due to the
future of language teaching, we ought to consider these authors only as
precursors of the "scientific era” which seems to characterize very well the

20" century.
JIL5. The 20 century: The scientific era.

In this fifth period we can find mainly half a dozen methods or
approaches which are nowadays used in the language teaching: audio-aural
method, SGAYV, integrated approaches, situational method, communicative
approach; not to mention the non-conventional approaches such as
suggestopedia or "silent-way", as well as the contribution of educational
technologies such as multimedia in the self-learning processes.

IV. Teaching of language and culture: Evolution of methodologies and
course books

A linguistic choice is also an ideological choice. What language to
teach and specially what image to offer about a couniry? These are
questions that the language specialists keep asking themselves.

In the tradition of the teaching of French as a second language,
"civilization" was subordinated to literature, considered the essence of the
French language and culture. This way, it served, at first, a French culture
model based on the idea of the French culture supremacy, represented by
unchangeable monuments that have been transformed into stereotypes
which still persist nowadays.
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When the French language and culture were taught because of their
excellency, it was a question of getting to know these traditional
monuments, the institutions, the artistic and literary masterpieces. This is
the reason why Marc Blancpain, secretary general of the Alliance Francaise,
wrote: "At Alliance Frangaise, we believe to know why the citizens of other
countries and the foreign elite learn French (...). It is at first to get in touch
with one of the richest civilizations of the modern world, cultivate and
decorate their minds through the study of a splendid literature and really
become distinguished people. It is also to have at their disposal the golden
key and many continents and also because they know that the French is not
only a beautiful language but also a useful one. The French teaches and it is
useful at the same time" (in Coste D. 1984)

The immortal Mauger Bleu is the course book which has translated, in
a perfect way, this conception of the French language culture and teaching.
This book consists of four volumes: the first three ones present the study of
grammar and some aspects of the French culture; the fourth presents a

selection of literary texts, which are mostly contemporary.

According to the intentions of the author, Gerard Mauget (1953) in the
preface of the first volume, this course book: "is not only a language
method but also, from the very first volume, a book of French culture.
Through the story of a foreign family who visits France, the learner will
have a sincere portrait of the habits and costumes of our country; s/he will
be able to experience the characters reactions as if s/he was visiting France
in their company. Moreover, at the end of the book, the teacher will find a
series of texts in the section En France {(...). S/he will find the occasion of
multiplying the comparisons of the French life with the habits of other
people. This book can be considered as belonging at the same time 10 a
national and an international context, according to the wish of this great
family which is the Allliance Frangaise".
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A first remark is related to the model of language proposed in this
book. In fact, it concerns a neutral language: the characters express
themselves in the same way, independently of their age, social status and the
situation in which they act. The grammar and lexical correction are the only
criteria used in the linguistic choices: the abbreviations, the slang or idioms,
the regional expressions aren’t taken into account; there is no difference
among the language models suggested for speaking and writing.

Concerning the culture, the texts in the first volume present specially
aspects of the everyday life and describe habits which are considered
typically French: the social and individual differences are neglected in favor
of a scholar and simplified image of reality. Therefore, culture is seen from
a singular point of view, what condemns to oblivion the regional cultures
and the less prestigious discursive forms.

The other volumes add gradually "various tones of contemporary
French", including usual idiomatic and popular expressions that are present
in the literary texts or press articles which legitimate them. The author's
concern is to help the university student to get to know: "these different
ways of expression, not exactly for his/her personal use (since s/he will use
at most the idiomatic expressions) but specially to understand everything
that the spoken language presents nowadays in regard to different
expressions. The contemporary French is actually very difficult for the
Joreigners. It is certainly more difficult than the Voltaire or Maupassant
French".

The cultural contents describe the French institutions and everyday
objects presented in the select texts (the subway, the Opera, a department
store, the Academie frangaise, the stock market...) in order to prepare the
students to understand the literary texts that compose the fourth volume.
The latter aims at completing the three others by: "A glance of French
culture borrowed from great writers (...) a selection of texts specially
appropriated to explanation and comments”.
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The most important objective of leaming French language and a real
way of understanding the culture of this country is, thus, to have access to
"the intellectual tradition of France: thought, literature, art”. A country that
presents, according to the author, an incomparable richness in the literary
field: "We remember this German officer who mentions, in "Le silence de la
mer”, in fromt of French guests, the grear names that represent national
literature: the English ... we think immediately about Shakespeare. The
Italians: Dante. The Spanish: Cervantes. And us immediately: Goethe. After
that, it is necessary to give it some thought. But if we say: and how about
France? Who comes up immediately/ Moliére? Racine? Hugo? Voltaire?
Rabelais? Who else? They rush, they are like a crowd in front of a

theater..."

Literary works are considered the highest level of cultural and artistic
expression of a country and, according to the author, France is situated in
the first place in this field. This conviction leads him to use only the
national production, although the literature of French-speaking countries
might be very rich: "It is with a great pleasure that we would present in this
book some poets. and writers who honor today the French language in
Belgium, Switzerland, Canada, Maurice Island and Republic of Haiti. There
are certainly great names and great books. However, since our course book
is dedicated to France and its writers, it could seem that we were adding
authors who owe the best of their talent to themselves and to their country
of origin".

We find again an inseparable unity between language and culture,
which guaranties the superiority of each one of these two elements. From
the fifties on, the audio visual methods have been developed in France and
they constitute a non-neglectful evolution in the foreign language teaching,
if we take into account the place that they give to oral language and to its
rhythm and intonation characteristics. But they are not very interested in the
cultural problematic of the language.
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In the preface of the course book Voix et images de France, the authors
affirm that they want to present an authentic language to the learner: "We
teach a live language, a language can only be alive if it is spoken. So what
we want is that the learner dedicates all his/her efforts to learn, listen,
imitate, and use, as spontaneously as possible, the informal language".

In spite of these intentions, the situations presented in the course book
are not realistic at all, the characters speak a standard language, without
hesitations, without interruptions, without emotional commitment. They
seem to belong to a world where there are no social nor cultural differences.
The audio aural and audiovisual methods, despite their differences, propose
a learning conception and a description of the Janguage to teach which are
very similar. The utterances are learned by the leamers with a minimum
error risk, once they follow a strict progression that goes from the "simplest”
to the most "complex”

In the seventies, the "the second generation" of the audiovisual
methods goes through an evolution: the dialogues of the course books are
closer to the reality and aim at developing a real communicative
competence. Thus, De Vive Voix, the course book which can be considered
as the most representative of the audio visual methods, proposes not only a
"close to the reality” language, but also takes into account some factors that
were neglected so far, such as the social-cultural and psychological
components of communication: "the interest of a story with a sequence is to
give to the characters that reappear, a certain psychological consistence
and, in this way, to help students realize easily the underlying intentions of
their discourse; to be aware of different mentalities and to foresee social
realities which are different from the ones that they are familiar with in
their everyday lives. Therefore, the learning of the language is completed by
the progressive perception of implicit and psychological ideas, and cultural

connotations”.
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This excerpt shows that the authors recognize the close relationship
between language and culture: It concerns the culture that each speaker has
elaborated and assimilated, and not only the official culture. But a gap can
be attested again between the declared intentions of the authors and the
pedagogical realizations of their principles. The language used in the
dialogues is not natural, the preoccupation with the formal correction
continues very strong. The presence of the presenter, in different situations,
adds another artificial element. As a result, we have the general impression
that the language is frozen and that the characters do not have any
psychological nor social reality,

In spite of the limits that we have just mentioned, De Vive Voix has the
credit of having opened the way to a different conception of language and
teaching, which will be developed during the following years in the
functional methods.

In the second half of the century, the course book C’est le printemps is
born just after the critics against audio visual methods (against their
linguistic and cultural contents) and proposes a different approach: "Cest le
printemps is not the story of a "petite-bourgeoise” family nor an idyll
among shy young people, but a sequence of situations which shows different
characters, people of all ages, French and even foreigners who live in
France. Through them, a certain French reality appears (...)."

Various new ideas come up: the awareness that the reality presented in
a course book is only partial; the elaboration of a progression which is more
appropriated to the communicative demands of the students; the
development of an autonomous learning; the search of a certain authenticity
of the language presented...

But it is the arrival of the communicative approach that leads to a new
reflection on the teaching of culture: "the communicative approach helped
us make the difference between the wise culture (with the thought) and
behavior or everyday culture (with the body) and to privilege the latter,
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when the objective is to have access to ordinary communicarion, in the
everyday life situations. Hence, the dichotomization of the concept of
“culture” (too general to be operational in the field) in "cultural” (the
everyday culture) and "cultivated” (the wise culture) and the priority, at
least with the beginners, of the "cultural” and not the "cultivated”...(Berard
E.1991).

From these new conceptions, to help the student develop a real
communication competence, it will be necessary, from now on, to make
him/her discover the social-cultural reality which pervades every linguistic
utterance. In order to do that, the linguistic exchanges should be inserted in
a context that allows the identification of all the components of a
communication situation: the social relationship among the speakers, their
affective relationship, and the communication purposes.

The abandon of the word “civilization” and the adoption of the word
“culture” represent a sign of this new point of view on the teaching object.
The first term denoted a hierarchy of values, the superiority of the civilized
countries, and it made it possible to justify every expansionist initiative. The
sociologist Norbert Elias (1973) analyzed this concept as the very
expression of the occidental conscience: "the term summarizes the evolution
that the occidental society of the two or three last centuries thinks it has
acquired lately (considering the previous centuries) and the more
"primitive" contemporary societies. It is through this term that the
occidental society tries to characterize what makes it singular, what it is
proud of: the development of its technique, the rules of the "savoir vivre",
the evolution of its scientific knowledge and of its world view ..."

The term “culture”, in an anthropological sense, presents some
definition difficulties related to the complexity of the object to be
interpreted; but it implies, at least, the recognition of a plurality of systems,
which have all of them, the same dignity.

The English anthropologist Burnett Tyler (1876) uses this term for the
first time with this meaning: for him, the culture, in its ethnographic sense,
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is this complex assemblage that comprehends the knowledge, the beliefs,
the art, the moral, the law, the costumes and all the capacities and habits
acquired by the individual as a member of a society.

We will not revise here the developments of anthropological disciplines
after Tyler's definition. suffice it to remind that in 1952 already, Kroeber
and Kluckhohon, in their book entitled: Culture: a critical review of
concepts and definitions, try to establish a systematic classification of the
numerous (more than two hundred) definitions of the concept: descriptive,
historical, normative, psychological, structural, genetical...

Within the educational field, it is of our interest to highlight that,
according to this perspective, it is not anymore a question of transmitting
and defending the values of a superior society which is built in a universal
model, but of recognizing all the differences and respect them.

V. The cultural stereotype: compulsory passage in the perception of the

other?

Within an intercultural optic, it seems extremely useful to promote a
reflection on the connection between the knowledge construction (of
linguistic and cultural order) and the representations about the countries and
the peoples whose language is learned by the students. Researchers of
different disciplines (anthropology, sociology, social psychology and
recently "didactique des langues") have concentrated on the nature of the
prejudice and the stereotypes, in order to try to understand how they work
inside the process of knowledge construction and grasp the consequences of
such a mental attitude in the human and social spheres.

A first question can be asked: is it possible to abstract the preconceived
ideas to get in contact with the world? Are not they a compulsory passage
towards the comprehension of different reference systems? And also, if the
critical observation and the knowledge of the phenomena constitute the first
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step towards their possible discussion and modification, don't we risk to
oppose to a simplification (the Italians are all "mafiosi") another
simplification (the Mafia does not exist)? But a real wish of limiting the
damage caused by a stereotyped view of the other should not lead to a more
constructed strategy?

These questions are the focus of a large debate. An attitude that tends
to "correct” or "destroy" a view of the other considered fake (in order to let
it closer to the reality) is very useful: actually, some researches showed that
the possibility of having access to pieces of information under some
circumstances and to an alternative scheme of stereotypes, contributes to
improve our disposition towards the others. However, this kind of activity
represents only a first section and it would be insufficient without the
comprehension of the certainty construction mechanisms and their function.

In fact, teachers who have followed these processes have recognized
that, in spite of the spread convictions, the participation of the students to
international exchanges does not constitute itself a means to modify certain
preconceived ideas about the host country. On the contrary, the young
participants had the impression of seeing their prejudice confirmed. In
addition, they would defend these prejudices with a very strong conviction
after they came back home.

Reality is not an open book that we need to decode to perceive its
meaning; knowledge is a complex process, animated by the dynamic among
objective reality, subjective dimension and socio-historical context. In her
collection of essays about racism, Clara Gallini (1996) highlights the
symbolic nature of every belief culturally shared:

"In regard to the prejudice contents, it is important to remind that it is
not a question of replacing the truth by a lie, since a prejudice is not true
nor false: it is real and it has real consequences. It is rather a question of
cultural construction, which elaborates symbolical materials, frequently in
the shape of stereotypes whose nature is neither rational nor collective. The
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recognition of its specificity in a symbolic level, means 10 assign its own
reality that is articulated according to other languages, different from the
ones of the objective reason: it is the fictional language of an image that
represents the relationship among men and give them a social shared
meaning".

Before dismantling the stereotypes, it would be necessary to understand
how it could be distinguished from prejudice, term which it is frequently
mistaken for, but also:

a) what its function at a cognitive level is, in the perception and the
comprehension of the reality;

b) what its function at a psychological level is, in the construction of the
social entity of an individual;

¢) Finally, to understand that it is not an outcome of the chance, that is has
a history.

From an etymological point of view, the word "prejudice" indicates
only a judgement that precedes the experience; but since the exigency of an
empirical validation is the basis for the modern science and that every
judgement made without objective facts is considered wrong, we have to
add, to the first signification, the idea that it constitutes an obstacle to the
knowledge of the truth.

The social disciplines established two other characteristics that concern
respectively the object of the prejudice and the value it expresses; in other
words, prejudice refers, in general, to social groups and aims at devaluating
them. This restrictive term, even if it might seem too tendentious, has the
advantage of saving the utility of the concept of prejudice to the
comprehension of the socially significant phenomena. As a mater of fact, if
we assimilated every opinion about the events of everyday life (that we
express according to our tastes and preferences, without needing to confirm
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them empirically) to the prejudice, it would loose its particularity and
especially, its operational function.

The concept of "stereotype” can be also interpreted in a general or
specific way: the first refers to the nature of the mental processes and to
their work pattern; the latter is particularly interested in the negative images
attributed to certain social groups, frequently disadvantaged ones.

R. Amossy retraced the history of the word and of the concept; it was
born in the typographical environment, around the end of the eighteenth
century, to indicate the reproduction of images printed through fixed forms.
It is a journalist, Walter Lippman, who introduced the term in the social
sciences, to affirm that the knowledge of the outside reality is not achieved
in a direct way, but by the means of mental representations. This happened
in 1922, Afterwards, the concept has been deepened in other disciplines.

According to the social psychology, the classification and the
categorization are natural cognitive processes, belonging to human activity.
Men tend naturally to organize the information that comes from their
environment according to criteria that depend on their purposes, needs and
values. These processes rtespond to the necessity of operating a
simplification of reality, which is too complex to be generated in the totality
of its variants. This would happen according to an economy criteria that
enables us to use an interpretation and behavior pattern, when we are facing
new experiences. To be efficient, these categories have to include classes,
which have a very strong internal homogeneity, and to be very distinct: the
differences among the members belonging to a class will be erased in favor
of the similarities.

Theoretically, these categories should be flexible and revocable since
they are function of the cognitive and pragmatic needs coming from an
environment, at a certain moment of their evolution. When the specific traits
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attributed to one category are considered not only as representative but also
as constitutive of the category, we see the creation of a stereotype.

The stereotype would consist in a hyper-generalization: if an individual
has been placed in a category according to one element (sex, skin color,
language, ...) sthe is considered identical to every other member from all
points of view.

According to the theory of social categorization, the stereotype is, thus,
the result of a neutral cognitive process, without value attribution and
without judgement (this latter definition would represent the most general
meaning of the term); but this aseptic vision of the stereotype does not take
into account the fact that the construction of categories has a judgement
value: the categories, especially when they concern human groups, do not
represent a fact of objective reality, they denote a world view that considers
relevant to distinguish the human beings according to certain elements,
rather than others.

In fact, the individuals get in contact in a symbolic way through
generalizations and "tags" which allow them to define (in a synthetic and
immediate way) the characteristics, roles and behavior expectations; but,
since the knowledge is inevitably anthropocentric and the identity (personal,
of a group or national identity) is built as opposed to the others, the other is
defined under the basis of his/her identity: for those who occupy a place that
is close to ours, we use the devaluating stereotype; for the distant cultures
we tend to use the stereotype of the exoticism.

The cognitive psychology has highlighted that this process is not
constituted of pure mental operations but that it is inserted in a social
context and follows a set of culturally informed interpretation rules. In
particular, it is through the discourse that the individuals produce
judgements about themselves and about the others, according to their
purposes and specific circumstances; doing so, they do not obey to cognitive
mechanisms, nor to a pre-constituted cultural environment: they can choose,
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inside a set of images and descriptions concerning the other. It concerns, in
fact, a categorization strategy that does not reflect the reality as it is, nor
shows an attitude towards this reality: it produces both in a flexible and
contextualized way.

In our educational context, these reflections should be considered more
useful to question the "neutrality” of the representations of the other, than to
filter the prejudice from them (the teacher, as everybody else, has also a
subjective view of the world). The real issue, in an intercultural education,
would be to build negotiable inter-subjective representations inside the
relationship with the other and in which s/he can also recognize him/herself.

Unfortunately, in order to achieve this purpose, nice intentions are not
enough: we need to sharpen up our analysis tools and our critic sense. The
different studies about stereotypes tend, as we saw, to present them as a
human necessity of organizing and selecting the information, in order to
dispose of simplified and stable ideas about the different categories of
objects. The anthropologists, from their point of view, have frequently
highlighted that the ethnocentrism is the fact of all the human societies,
even the most isolated ones: the tendency to place one's own group as the
absolute measure to which all the others should be compared and to judge
the diversities as inferior things can be considered universal. In Race et
histoire, Levy-Strauss (1990) denounces the ethnocentric prejudice, which
leads each human group to think:

"the humanity stops at the frontiers of the tribe, the linguistic group or even
the village; this is true fo such an extent that a great number of populations
called primitives designate themselves by a name which means "the men"
(or the "good ones", the "excellent ones", the "complete ones"), meaning
this way that the other tribes, groups or villages, do not participate of the
human virtues (or even of the nature) but are, at the most, composed of
"mean people", "bad people", and other insulting terms.

However, after these considerations, will we have to reconsider our
opinion? Will we have to abandon our indignation towards refusal or
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devaluation of the other behaviors? Will we need to accept them as natural
and inevitable? It is not the object of our polemical attitude towards the
common discourse about the stereotype. On the contrary, our attitude aims
at deepening the reasons for which it represents a privileged way of
addressing the others, despite some general condemnations.

Our hypothesis is that the stereotype as an image of the alteration
consists of the identification of each one. If the identity may be defined as
an idea that we make of ourselves and our personal history, the opinions
about our capacities, our possibilities and our attempts, the definition of our
place in the world, etc, it is not therefore the result of an individual and
deliberate choice but a continuous confrontation in which one learns to
know themselves and build their own image related to the image of his
group, the other groups and the relationship among the groups.

So what we are depends not only on the way we look ourselves but also
the image the others make of ourselves, our relationship with them and what
they represent to us. The concept itself of individual and collective identity
couldn’t exist out of a dialectic with the others. If we are about to claim our
specificity it is only on the basis of a difference, separation and sometimes a
devaluation of the other. It is, as we said, a paradox in which each of us to
affirm his own self is obliged to recognize the presence of a non-self which
represents both the condition and the menace to our existence.

To exorcise this fear nothing is better but the reduction of the other to a
fixed image, even better if it is negative, easy to manipulate and control;
thus the strictness and the inflexibility of the stereotype.

Moreover, the means of mass communication favored a stereotyped
conscience of the others because they created traumatic relations of the
universe which were separated. If this phenomenon causes a cultural
enrichment by the acquisition of habits and different social models it also
provokes an identity crisis once the frontiers between us and the others
weaken. This can explain the revival of nationalism or localism as a defense
instrument against the growing of cosmopolitan world. That it is only
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interpreted as a menace to one's belonging. Let's see what Clara Gallini
(1996) says about this:

"We nourish daily of ethnic stereotype so evident and natural that they
are unnoticeable. From publicity to tourism, from film to cartoon, from
book to newspaper, we find so many words which exalt us pretending they
are speaking of the others."”

Generally they don't have the function of representing the other
countries and peoples. They represent ourselves though the metaphor of the
others. They give us an identity of class and distinct culture. But they also
represent the relationship we have with the others, they give it a sense,
pretending to keep it. All these stereotypes of our daily speeches serve as an
ideological instrument, for the reproduction of the social relations in our
group and their relations in the others groups.

It's a cultural construction that contributes very much to make of us
what we are, Where the difficulty concerning this object that is part of us,
that is sometimes us, the others and the relation between these two words:
retreat and have conscience.

Thus, there is a narrow linking between the production of stereotype
and the formation of the identity: but this affirmation leads us to a dead end
and makes us doubt of the possibility of reacting calmly to diversity.

There is as aspect in which the philosophers and psychologists agree
and may be an interesting answer to our questioning. It is the narrative
dimension of the identity, which the concept of identity is linked to
continuity in the time - what we are today depends on what we were
yesterday - and the capacity of telling us the narration presents itself as a
privileged space of meeting and listening to each other, fragments of life in
which they recognize themselves, find analogy and plurality of sensibilities
and behaviors; especially it implies, as its our nature, a historical and
transforming attitude, which it is opposite to all strictness.
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The lexicon represents a privileged place of culture in the Janguage.
The environment, the social practices, the techniques, the institutions, the
beliefs of a population or a nation are expressed by words, the presence or
absence, the wealth or the poverty of certain words reflect the habits and the
peoples view.

The lexicon of a language satisfies the needs of communication of the
individual who share the same experience at a certain time. The linguistic,
through the research with very different population showed that the
languages don't express the same things in different way, each language is
the product and at the same time the condition of a perception of the original
world.

This indissoluble link between lexicon and culture which becomes
problematic and at the same time fascinating the access to this universe
consisted of words.

Concerning that, Umberto Eco, operates a difference between
conventional and situational signification to distinguish what an expression
"says" conventionally and what someone "would mean" using it. He shows
that, at a certain situation, the understanding of an expression, does not
reveal the semantics but the pragmatics. A semantics as a systematic
representation of a language only concerns the situational signification; it is,
therefore, a semantics constructed with a dictionary. It is necessary to quit a
theory which involves all the other signification which depends on the
group of the world knowledge ?

According to Eco (1984), it is possible to solve this contradiction
formulating a model capable of integrating semantics and pragmatics. This
implies that the language isn't considered as a dictionary anymore but a
complex system of encyclopedic competence. The existence of such
encyclopedia can't be postulated as a theoretical level, it can't be described
because the interpretation that it has are indefinable and can be
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contradictory. They also depend on the partial group encyclopedia; ethnic
class.

In learning a foreign language we need to know a minimum number of
words to express our ideas but the fact of non-isomorphism of languages,
two words of two different languages hardly point the same object or
concept. It doesn't matter which word but if it is possible to distinguish two
types of signification, denotative and connotative. There are words or group
of words which have more cultural implication. Robert Galisson calls these
words full of culture "Cultural Shared Charge" words.

If our aim is to lead the students to a true competence of
communication in foreign language, these words are interesting to us in a
particular way, especially because of their motivational impact.

All the subjects contribute to understand the world around us, but they
do it after an operation of abstraction and formalization that makes it less
accessible to the sensibility of the students. The foreign languages, on the
contrary, as they allow the external world in the class; answer their need of
being in contact with the reality.

During our courses we can frequently notice that the attention of our
pupils get better when they manage to discover among a variety of sounds a
world that through this language lives communicates, creates and expresses
itself. It is at this moment that the language becomes a live reality to them.

The aim is not to show or to demonstrate a mechanism but to
understand people get in touch with them, find in their behavior and
mentality familiar elements and find out new ones. Summing up the
observation of the people's culture due to the bias of their language is going
to mobilize their interest. About this Robert Galisson (1987) says :

"I put forward the hypothesis that those who cannot take advantage of
foreign language teaching because the motivation ( with great effort ) is not
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enough could at a certain extent take advantage of an exposure to the
Other's culture.”

Each one of us, when leamning a foreign language lives this magic
moment where the sound till that moment lost in indistinct chain, acquires
the image of a word. It is an inner happiness that we feel; we are part of this
world that till now excluded us. We share a richer and more complex code.
This feeling of satisfaction increases considerably if understanding the
world we are able to go through all layers of meanings that history and
culture have deposited.

It is for this reason that adolescents show a great curiosity about slang
words, image expressions, taboo words in foreign language and not only
because they are far from a scholar conception of the language or because
they have a dose of prohibition and transgression but mainly because
knowing them made them feel part of a group.

V1. Penetrate another culture by the technique of the global simulations

It is a class activity that is at the same time theatrical performance and
role play which is weakly effective in representing the other. We owe this
type of work to Francis Debyser and Francis Yaiche (1996) who explain the
identity tandem. The way which conducts one individual from one culture to
another individual from another culture is not so long as certain people
think. Once the foreigner is as "foreign to ourselves" as a foreigner of
himself. The diversity doesn't necessarily imply the difference and the
cultural expression diversities rejoin in the sense where they express the
same real.

There are thirty-six thousand ways of being French and the global
simulation guided by a teacher concerned about giving a lot of authentic
documents to their students may bring about the question of cultural
diversity while component of the nationality concept.



44 Islam and the Dialogue of Civilizations

The big identity difference created by the transition by a fictitious
identity is solved by the implicit invitation made to the student to look in
himself the foreigner that he is in potential. Each one has this competence
not only because they have been a foreign in certain circumstances but also
because we know that we are foreigners to ourselves. Since being a
foreigner anywhere and being a representative of a foreignr country the
student will build a foreign identity which won't be foreign to him.

From the other I reconcile with my own other foreigner. In the dialectic
of the global simulation is based on a students' identification rather to a
reference group than to individuals and this in order to integrate by this bias
a cultural system its values, norms and behaviors. Sometimes the
identification with another "generalized other" doesn't cause adhesion
problem because it is voluntary, sometimes the identification to a group
assigned by the teacher cannot raise enthusiasm among the pupils. The
pupils cannot feel like projecting themselves into "the French" who don't
represent a model an ideal to them. "The naturalization” shouldn't be forced.
It is necessary to find adhesion, the desire of being so of course there will be
interest in orienting the pupils towards attractive identifications (through
portraits or biographies of literary characters or not).

The school objectives can be assertiveness and realization. And the
usage of the simulation contribute to this idea because it makes not only the
experiments of a life situation but also to discover the possible, the
complexity area, the existential behavioral and cultural diversity. It obliges
the students to choose and mainly to negotiate these choices with
themselves (that decision will bring that consequence) and others.

"Make yourself your unhappiness", said with irony Paul Watzlawick,
representative of the positive thinking a way of showing that the behaviors
and cultures induce the happenings. The global simulation allows to deal
with identity variations to learn it and to state the diversity and right to
singularity.
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In a global simulation the statement that the singularity is easier
because nothing really criticizes it but the opposite, the singularity and even
the "marginalization” (what it is not the same thing), if they lead to
characters and the rich romantic intrigues will be encouraged (by the teacher
or more often by the interest or degree of adhesion from the other members
of the group). We know that life is a non-stopping search for social identity.
We never stop pursuing the reward, recognition and the satisfaction
expressed by the other when they see that we became what they expected of
us.

VII. The education and the comprehension of the plurality

In general about the role of the school at the beginning of this holistic
third millenium we can say that the universality that establishes the
globalization will be viable only if it is based on a multiple plurality of
foundations. It's only this way that the cultural dialogue has a chance to
succeed. What is threatened nowadays is not only the particular cultural
forms but also the principal of the plurality. The linguistic rule of this threat
is given by the ideal of lingua franca that pretending to rule the distinct
usage values of languages making them disappear under the abstraction of a
unique exchanging value. There is probably the greatest political register of
a multilingual education representing all levels of humanity - biological,
economic, technical, political, lingual - dignity of diversity and the
awareness of its meaning as well as the explanation and learning of the

concrete images.

Because it concentrates for a long period, on the same time and in the
same place, the ecosystems and a great variety of language opinions, the
intentions of the educational institution are essential for the recognition and
experiment of the plurality principal. In spite of the initiatives, sometimes
spectacular, and the potential of promotion and enrichment that they
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represent to the this multiple aspirations, the school has difficulty in
incorporating and assuming the management. It stabilizes and even blocks
the comprehension of the plurality which must be flexible. And that is
because there is a heavy tendency in the different educative system - the
French system is also included - not to think of multiple in their formation
mechanism in general and especially into the language teaching. This
multiple cleaning works in different levels.

- The object to be taught, whether it is the mother tongue or a foreign
language is moved with the language of the school, that is, with the high
variety of languages. One should give the dominant code instead of
geographic variations of the national language or the community
language of the pupils.

- The aim to be reached is the full communicative competence in way
language, alienating and short-sighted mirage, once it makes the ideal
competence or a model of a native speaker and brings back the potential
of language in its communication function excluding from the learning
the other big functions of the language especially the representation and
negotiation of the identity.

The programming updates this reduction of complexity (puts in hierarchy
a language before the others), dividing ( a language after another, each
one in its place and time), putting learning in the same level ( three hours
a week for each foreign language).

This institutional limit of multiplicity is officially argued by the central
of profitability. The educational investment should be a productive
investment in the logic of market. The education is expensive and its
profitability especially the teaching of languages is considered doubtful. So
the language schooling is: without economic interest, disappointing the
industrial expectations not earning anything. The teaching of languages is
not evaluated as priority and does not obtain early the means to compose
the multiple.
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7.1. Four demanding levels for a plurality

Due to the factors of homogenizing, it can be identified at least four
levels of demanding for a conception of a multilingual education.

The first is ideological. It concerns the symbolical confusion between
the nation and the language around which it was formed. All the nations
don't see their language as Japan, Germany or France do. But there is

- currently a linguistic nationalism that, registering a unique language in the
heart of a society identity, tends to oppose to all the other languages seen as
destabilization elements of nationality contract. This explains that the
linguistic project states can be seen as pernicious anomaly because it
disturbs the French or Italian in one group and in the other group Dutch and
German had never been the object of common linguistic organizations. The
multilingual education cannot really develop until it is registered in the
continuity of the formulation of multiple voluntary belonging. It is in this
sense that the incorporating of a multilingual offer is under a re-examination
of the parts of the equation of a language = a nation.

The second level of exigency is social-cognitive. It's the explicitness of
the action principle which define the multilingual process: while the
possession of only one language brings to the subject the illusion that the
words stick to the things, the muitilingual subject have access to the
perception of the distance between words and things and is exposed to other
words, which from one language to another interpret different realities.
Therefore the multilingual process theoretically never proposes the
knowledge of a reality without establishing the limits of the knowledge
process. As it shows that this reality can't be caught totally in just one
language. Consequently this level is also the one of the reevaluation of the
language teaching objectives, social and cognitive.

In social terms the objective of a multilingual learning should be,
familiarizing with other languages and other cultures, to found a positive
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recognition of the other and to promote, against the forms of xenophobia
and racism which eclipse the other, the exchanging values of tolerance
solidarity.

In cognitive terms, the comparison of languages and cultures must
develop the "meta language" capability of the pupils and facilitate an
enfarged awareness of the transformable scenarios as well as of the
language and learning which can guide the learning of new languages and
new subjects.

The third level is the subjective one. Realizing that the differences are
not only related to the systems this level emphasizes the usage and actors.
As an ideal native speaker the learner doesn't exist meaning that each
learner comprises many others who live with them pacifically or in conflict.
We won't know how to interact with a language, it doesn't matter which
without interacting with the representations that we associate with its
strength and territory effects, with linguistic and methodological practice of
their environment, with the language combinations that we pick up and with
the individual postures which build the interrelations of all these parameters
concerning learning programs and attitudes (tastes, preferences,
appropriateness and implication forms). Even if this subjective
configuration is delicate to be treated as the learner is never the addition of
all the dispositions given to him its consideration establishes a horizon of
interrogations and a profile of knowledge over which the methodological
diversification should be based on.

The fourth level of exigency is economic. It is necessary, facing the
recurrent suspicion of financial wastage, to defend the productivity of
language investment. This implies, at the same time, that to recognize the
school instrumentation of the languages it is still very little performing
compared to the money and time spent (it doesn’t count the ones that after
studying for a long time leave with full impotent certificates - the
well-known false-beginners - and the ones who have private classes or
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multimedia product, form the computer to the walkman, but also to affirm
and demonstrate (what is more difficult because which indicating objectives
should based on) that the competence at languages is indispensable
nowadays for the economic and social agents and it is a source of profit to
the organization in which they are employed.

‘What is needed absolutely to sustain their point of view is that the
composers of this profit is not only quantitative but also qualitative. The
movement of the linguistic capital is not as the movement actions. There
isn't a stock market place to define the daily value. because these gains of
language open themselves in a scene or cross the economic interests and the
reconstruction of the weak communities.

This later investment is symbolic. It is not to be accounted and it can or
must be formed of uncertainty. It is probably the price to be paid to preserve
ourselves from a unique aim.

7.2 Searching the convergence of the curriculum

We should ask ourselves if the school and the language courses are
ready to be meaningful to these exigencies, that is, to introduce in the
nationalization of the expected performances in the value of the diversity.

The propositions exists: initiation in the plurality through programs
which motivate the language, formation in the multilingual inter-
comprehension in the picture of the roman languages, mainly, integrated
learning of the languages, multidimensional curriculum, immersion classes,
they don't give miraculous medicine but precious orientations of actions to
be adapted and deepened: inversion of priorities (talk in the language
diversity, without having the intention to make them learn: development of
communicative, intermediate or partial capacities (that can be sharpened and
different from a language and educative situation); mobilization and
intensification of the social cognitive acquisitions, integration of the pupils'
languages and all the learning resources.
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All these orientations have in common to wake up the isolation of the
language teaching. The debate has to be highlighted about the treatment of
the languages in the school of the classical restrained alternatives,
written/oral, norm/use, literary speeches/social speeches to reconnect to the
comprehension of the big identity oscillation between the opening and the
contraction of national language related to the multilingual dynamism. It's in
this condition that the school may, for instance, understand the difference of
the languages and the relations between the languages which affect their
public and receive their representative in the school as true operators of
inter-culture to the class.

The idea of continuation assures the students the possibility of pursuing
the study of a foreign language from the beginning to the end of their
schooling time, if they want. And there remains the communicative
credibility of the school: it must show that it manages to guide the students
to the active knowledge of at least a foreign language. In this situation we
can see clearly that in the systems which offer to foreign languages the
amount of time of the first foreign language, diminishes giving more time to
the second language since the beginning of this second learning.

The contextual dimension considers in the different levels of the
schooling the parameters that decentralize the programs of a cumulative and
pre-established  logic of the knowledge towards the experimental
acquisitions and the (auto) learning conducts appropriate to the students.
This dimension singularizes the curriculums integrating in their arrangement
the pertinacity of the local and communal status of the foreign language the
alternation of different possible teaching objectives of a language
concerning the personal or institutional demands as well as the offer in a
certain way of resource centers and mechanism of auto formation,

The transversal dimension proposes ways of integrated formation
allowing to approach, periodically and according to the contextual
evolutions, the teaching of many languages, therefore the supposed mother
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tongue and other subjects. Whatever the combination obtained, each of
these dimensions should be active in a certain moment of the curriculum,
letting to interactions of the teachers and learners the care of recomposing
them and crossing them in figures more or less original adapted to their
educational expectations.

The school as a space, where initial and long lasting relationship
among the languages and the practice of multiple language, influences the
future of multilingual system through the management used. Under this
point of view it is the transformation of the lingual and cultural diversity
that makes society today. The educational system which the school should
learn to operate what corresponds to a reformulation even to an inversion of
relationships between the schools, this diversity: instead of registering the
diversity in the school, registering the education in the diversity of the
communities in which it is aimed.

Attaching the variety of objectives and curriculum opinions to build in
this way, there is the certainty that the recognition of the vital value of the
diversity principle through the leaming of languages, engages further than
the production of school subjects and sensible efforts to learn the conception
and the reciprocating fecundation in the interface of the known and
unknown identity markers ready for overcoming. For this reason the
multilingual doesn't have a price.

VIII. Didactic approaches to the civilization teaching in the perspective
of the dialogues of cultures

All studies or reflections about civilization facts in the learning
perspective is linked on one hand, to perception and to phenomena of
perception and knowledge acquisition and, on the other hand, it is linked to
learners' attempts. In other words we cannot select a theme or any document
just because of their interest as a valid sample of a certain civilization. We
should worry about the effect they cause, the way they will be perceived the
ensemble.



52 Islam and the Dialogue of Civilizations

This is of course linked to the particular expectations and to the
learners' civilization context. Can this mean that there will be only
contextual presentation of civilization phenomena or can we venture to
make the hypothesis that there can be a presentation a bit motivating to the
group of leamers and which would have the chance of being received
positively no matter the circumstances where they are? And if yes which
would be the criteria on which we should base the selection and presentation
of the civilization facts?

8.1. The civilization in the motivation

It is necessary to make the hypothesis that without motivation there
isn't efficient learning. It is not uninteresting to talk about a research made
by Alliance Frangaise of So Paulo to know our pupils' motivations their
expectations and desires. What's French for you? What's a foreign language
for you? What is learning a foreign language for you? The results lead us to
perceive that there are three "orders” of civilization facts.

- The social facts: how people live together.
- Ideological facts: what they think and what they believe.
- Esthetic facts: the forms of art or creation that they love or they produce.

These three fact orders can be taken in different levels from the
concrete (the observable) to the abstract (to be analyzed):

- The social facts can be taken through the behavior, social attitudes; in a
intermediate, interpretative level through articles essays anecdotes
(description of qualitative type, journalism or other) and in this level more
aimed by sociological studies or quantitative information type (behavioral
surveys)

- The ideological facts or better saying the ideas can be got by the gross
opinion, the simple oral or written expression ( letters of the readers) by
essays studies or opinion surveys. They can be applied to different
domains: economic, social, political, philosophical, etc.
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- The esthetic facts that is the creation forms can be taken more directly: by
the style of publishers, authors of poems, songs and literary authors; but
also by audiovisual aspects which should be present.

In all cases it is important that the presentation of the facts is based on
concrete non-interpreted elements in order to raise an interpretation desire.

8.2. The selection and interpretation of data

As the < difference > and the esthetic or sensible aspects are important
the two main criteria of selection of cultural facts should be the specificity
and the presence of marks which appeals to the sensibility - esthetic marks
provoking the < emotive > participation of the individual, that is, it can not
only touch and sensitize but also surprise, please or even shock.

8.3. Objectivity in the judgements

After this first step of impregnation, a certain objectivity should be
cared out through intercultural comparisons: analysis of cultural differences
which should allow students to have another view of their civilization, and
document studies that would supply clues for the interpretation: newspaper
articles, essays, surveys which should offer a certain diversity to allow a
greater activity of the learner in the interpretation.

8.4. Psychological implication through the "mirror effect™

Finally it is important to consider what we can call: the "mirror effect",
that is, to use the deep movement that exists in the motivation and that has
directions: "a movement towards" what certain authors call the "drive",
which can also be knowledge desire with the intention (more or less
conscious) of placing himself in relation to the other, that is, to understand
themselves better, to know or recognize themselves (inverse movement of
turning towards themselves).

We can think that due to this perpetual retro-active effect, the
motivation has some chances of remaining. But for this reason, it is really
necessary to propose documents which allow an implication in a deeper
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level than the one of the cultural surface, making an analogy with what the
grammarians call surface structures and deep structures, we can postulate
that from certain surface cultural phenomena. It is possible to take
"mythical” structures, that is, more universal having an emotive reality of an
archetypal nature more or less shared by different civilizations. We think
about theme as the one of the search (evasion, departure, pursuit), the
expectation (that could be the expectation of living in love or the
expectation of the death, in a philosophical perspective). We will give some
examples soon.

IX. The progression
9.1. The three fact orders and the means of sensitization

According to what was mentioned at the beginning, it seems desirable,
if possible, that the three fact orders are present since the beginning of the
progression: the documents should be a vehicles for information concerning
the behaviors and life styles, the beliefs and the aspirations and they should
possess an esthetic value.

We live in a world where we have the habits of being exposed to
"shocking” documents requiring all the senses. The very "serious"
documents as the small job ads or housing ads, are not interesting to the
beginners. We should use them in a later step. The first fifty hours are
decisive to the learning pursuit. So it is essential to expose learners to the
most appealing and different materials to those which attract the eyes, to
those which raise the curiosity.

As we cannot prejudge the ways of learning the multiple interests of
each learner, we should make an effort to propose a rich palette: visual
documents: photographs, drawings, advertisements, which will be firstly
used a background canvas, sound documents: music, intonation,
environmental noises and stylistic aspects of the language: through
advertisement, poem and songs.



The place of cultural aspects in language teaching 55

9.2. The linguistic means

We can and we should see a link between linguistic progression and
cultural progression. Not from the point of view of the production but from
the point of view of the comprehension-interpretation. There are priorities in
the learning process, what is important at the beginning is not to express as
a native, in a pragmatic and cultural perfect way but it is to have the syntax,
to obtain the syntactic chain system.

We give sometimes too much importance to the learning of social
marks of the discourse. There is a misunderstanding of the class realities. It
is not vital to a beginner to acquire strictly the social lingual aspects of the
communication but it is vital to finish their phrase. It is only later that he
will worry about cultural similarity. W. E. Lambert (1988), studying "the
route which conducts to bilinguism" tells: " ... the students have to
overcome the difficulties each time bigger before approaching, in their
second language to the level of the native. The easiest level corresponds to
the acquisition of the vocabulary and grammatical structures. After the
student should acquire such a knowledge that will enable him to react
automatically in the second language. Later he is faced to the problems of
the cultural barrier.”

Therefore there are steps to be taken which come in a certain order. But
it is psychologically inadequate to think that a beginner can be worried
about the problem of the cultural veracity of their behavior and their
discourse. It is however, possible to give them the means of recognizing the
cultural marks, their presence is desirable in the discourse to which he will

be exposed.

Finally it is important to consider the linguistic content in relation to
the cultural content. If the motivation is based on the knowledge of the
behaviors and beliefs, it is necessary to select the ways which allow to
understand and interpret these domains: vocabulary linked to habits as the
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expression of beliefs and tastes (daily actions lexicon/like, believe, think, be
for or against, etc).

9.3, The learning development
Time 1: perception - impregnation

Throw different documents observation oriented but not interpreted
there is according to learners a not very accurate kind of knowledge by
impregnation. We start with ourselves to understand - to apprehend. It is the
beginning not very conscious of hypotheses

Time 2: first conceptualization

Throw intercultural comparisons by explanation, discussion between
learners and teachers it occurs the first conceptualization variable according
to the individuals. The class has a certain cultural savoir. We talk about
what we have perceived. The individual perceptions are modified by the
many interpretations.

Time 3: Hypotheses verification

Confronting different analyses or interpreted documents (articles,
surveys, comics) questioning generators, we go backwards, an accuracy,
even transformation of a ready formed concepts, that is, a further knowledge
of cultural savoir.

These times repeat along the learning process in a spiral progression
with more and more complex documents. The new perceptions are in this
way transformed by the acquired savoir.

In an elaboration method with which we have recently collaborated, we
have chosen the construction of a "cultural constellation" linked to the life
styles and values: according to the daily occupations of certain French
living in Paris and in the countryside some of their individual values as we
can notice by the newspapers they read and what they do in their free time.
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Time 1: We have seen a presentation half-stereotyped, throw a
dialogued situations not authentic but oriented to cultural signification. We
present daily chores related to work, ways of moving, eating, spending the
evening, with salary implication and therefore standard of living. We differ

also the expression ways of expressing (different language register).

Time 2: Conceptualization defining certain differences between certain
types. Explicitness of cultural sense linked to different behaviors: what does
represent making pottery, spending our vacation at the Club Méditerranée,
jogging in the "woods", animating a club in a culture house, living in

Aubervilliers?

Time 3: Confrontation surveys which offer an radiography of certain
aspirations connected to work and rest to the relative importance of the
private life and professional life to the differences between men and women

attitudes related to their work.

It is obvious that at this level the link between the information from
step 2 and step 3 are loose. The information of the step 2 is too
comprehensive to be treated in an exhausting way. But it is possible to
complete them bringing new documents if the linguistic level allows, if not
it can be done in a later step.

Conceming the occupations this first approach will be followed by a
game about the time management of seven characters and many advertising
documents about different places to go. New sociological signification will
come up. Certain values firstly noticed will be reconsidered again later
(marriage, job, family, country, politic ideal, progress...) by surveys,
newspaper articles and sociological interpretation. Certain of these
documents can be approached earlier in the progression, other documents,
related to other values can also be proposed. All this is chosen according to
the class interest.
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The essential is to supply a certain number of learning propositions, the
directional idea is that we can guide only progressively and by successive
touches a cultural domain through the impregnation, conceptualization,
confrontation dynamics.

The development is the same of linguistic learning: the more the
cultural capital increases, the less the importance of the progression. This is
because the signification gets more precise by a perpetual interaction role
between what was perceived through the observed behaviors and what is
said - interpreted by the pupils among them and by the analyzed documents.
At a certain moment the authentic documents related to behaviors will have
their places: their interpretation will be possible due to a system of
references which will little by little be built by the many conceptualizations.
At the beginning we have said these documents can be interpreted only with
active participation of the teacher and this is opposite to the active
pedagogy.

Likewise it will be only after a certain amount of knowledge has been
acquired we can question the student about the cultural adequacy of the
discourse that they produce. We will take quickly two other examples of
knowledge approach of a cultural domain placing ourselves where we have
called "cultural archetypal": the expectation theme and the travel theme.

It is interesting to deal with the theme as the expectation because there
are rules of cultural behavior and types of individual behavior connected to
the psychology (behavior more or less anguished) and also connected to the
importance of certain values in the culture (what does love represent? The
love expectation does it have something in common in the different
cultures? And the death expectation?) We can therefore talk about two
levels: highlight the linguistic behaviors which occur to apologize for
having made wait the type of scolding in function of the interlocutor and we
can also approach the expectation of anguish.
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The literature is full of documents in this domain. We have chosen
Roland Barthes and Samuel Beckett. Certain excerpt of these two authors
allow intercultural comparisons: the behavior in the love expectation,
metaphysical expectation (of the death and the last revelation). Do these
things have an echo in the culture of the native language? If yes, how are
they dealt with?

The other example of this archetypal domain is the one of the
beginning. In a surface level, we can approach it with the help of advertising
documents of the Club Méditerranée of the "Société Nationale des Chemins
de Fer", of the "Air France" and in the deep level with an extract from the
Baudelaire's poem the invitation au voyage. The development is the same of
the previous one: interpretation of data related to the contemporary evasion
desire (which aspirations reveal these data?) and reflection in another level,
the one where the dreams are projected, the desire of evasion.

What we have noticed is that even without intercultural treatment and
without exhaustive exploitation the simple exposure to the theme brought up
various surprising, extremely personalized creations. That's why we think
that if the sociologic approach of cultural phenomena is adequately
highlighted by many researchers, the anthropologic approach is of course
unfairly neglected. It should deserve attention and bring up researches.

9.4. Possible "doors" to the progressions

If we try to regroup the cultural contents in a holistic and cyclical
approach, we could use the following table:
- sensibility to the daily life behaviors: to work, to lodge, to feed, to amuse
(sports, spectacles, outings...)
- sensibility to the consumer goods habits: which objects are valued in the
domains of feeling, housing, clothing ...
sensibility to values: familial, schooling, social, political, economic

domain
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- sensibility to esthetic: poem, song, cinema, literature, painting,
architecture.
- analysis of the attitudes concerning the communication: advertising, oral
and written press, television...
attitude connected to the myths and human problems: love, death,
solitude, engagement...

To finish this chapter I can say that as we have to give to the pupil the
possibility of building their competence in the linguistic domain we can
give them the possibility of building it in the cultural domain. To this they
have to be "exposed" in the cultural sense in the best possible conditions.
This needs adjustments (cultural "contextualization": considering the culture
from the beginning, which mistakes should be avoided?) and in general way
this demands what we could call an "optimization": the culture of the
second language should be presented in such a way that it creates the desire
of being known the feeling of bringing a "plus". The motivation should be
made in an active sense. And if it is not present at the beginning we should
try to start it.

X. Pleading for the didactic language-culture

We see the necessity of forming teachers to the dialogue of cultures is
more than urgent because the mental representations of their pupils, who
were once adults will have a capital role in our society will depend on them.
Our deep conviction is that the evolution of ideas of the connected to the
education can only arrive at deep disciplinary changes because it is
necessary to give meaning to what we do. In this world where we can fear
that the humanize each day a little bit more, our responsibility of teachers of
foreign language and culture is engaged.

The objectives have never been so important and in a triple perspective
social, scientific and ethic as Jacques Cortes underlined (2000)

- Socially first it is certain, I repeat to myself, that our discipline should

fight to be finally totally recognized. It depends not only on the scientific
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credibility of what we do but also on a healthy conception of equity. It is
not morally fear nor ideologically democratic that the French as a foreign
language doesn't have a real existence. The section should conquer its
autonomy and with it the means of a real policy of research to the
teaching/learning of a foreign language-culture.

Scientifically later it is necessary that the traditional university finishes
with the old conception that it keeps related to its first mission, that is, the
transmission of knowledge, therefore related to the didactic in general
mainly to the foreign language cultures. The relation with the savoir
changes in such a way that the part given to the contents is less than the
ones given to the methods. There it is necessary to fight to move the
things.

Finally in an ethic point of view the role of the contemporary teacher of
foreign language culture has become capital. The humanity didn't gain
anything, even if we realize that it has sacrificed its huge linguistic and
cultural patrimony on the altars of international consumerism. Our
discipline is essential because it is the guardian of the temple of our
millennial values and also school of tolerance recognition of the other and
the discovery of oneself. It is because its natural place is placed in a higher
level that we can call the defense of the humanism of the third millenium.
Our children will learn the foreign languages and cultures to cultivate the
respect of the difference and values or they will loose their souls. The
great problem of the moment when the linguistic and cultural unification
threatens more and more the planet can be this one. The dialogue of
cultures can't become the impasse about this problem. That's why we plaid
for the didactic of languages and cultures.

'



62 Islam and the Dialogue of Civilizations

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GALISSON R. 1987 " Accéder a la culture partagée par I'entremise des mots'
ELA, 67, juillet-sept. Didier

HAGEGE C. 1997 " Le plurilinguisme, éthique d'avenir" in Assises de
I'enseignement du frangais et en frangais” Rencontre Intemationale
organisé par l'agence universitaire de la francophonie. 19-21
octobre 1997. Hué. Vietnam

GERMAIN C. 1993. " Evolution de l'enseignement des langues : 5000 ans
d'histoire" C1é International. Collection DLE. Paris

COSTE D. 1984 Aspects d'une politique de diffusion du frangais langue
étrangere depuis 1945. Matériaux pour une histoire. Hatier. Paris

MAUGER. 1953 Cours de langue et de civilisation frangaises. Hachette.
Paris

EQUIPE CREDIF 1971 Voix et images de France. Didier

EQUIPE CREDIF 1976 De Vive Voix. Didier. Paris

CALBRIS etalii 1975 * C'est le Printemps. Nathan. Paris

BERARD E. 1991  L'approche communicative. Ed. Clé International.
Collection DLE.

ELIAS N. 1973 La civilisation des moeurs. Ed. Calmann Levy. Paris
TYLER B. 1876 La civilisation primitive. Ed J. Murray. London 1871
GALLINIC. 1996 Giochi Pericolosi. Ed Manifestolibri. Roma
LEVY- STRAUSS C. 1990 Race et histoire. Denoel. Paris

ECO U. 1984 Semiotica e filosofia del linguaggio. Einaudi. Turin



The place of cultural aspects in language teaching 63

YAICHEF. 1996 Les simulations globales : mode d'emploi Hachette Livre
FLE

LAMBERT W.E. 1988 " La route qui méne au bilinguisme " in Essais
psychologiques sur I'etudes des langues. Ed Mac Gill University

CORTES J. 2000 Tendances actuelles de la didactique des langues : vers un
nouvel humanisme in Synergies-Brésil n.1 Universidade Federal
de Santa Catarina - Florianépolis

BORG S.2001 Lanotion de progression. Editions Didier. Paris






Religious Cooperation for Peace in the Middle East:

Facilitating Shared Commitments Among Muslims, Christians,
and Jews For Peace and a Multitreligous Jerusalem

Dr. William F. Vendley'”

1. Introduction
The project will engage Islamic, Christian, and Jewish capacities

for building peace in the Middle East. The project is denfined by the
following four objectives:

1. Renounce any religious justifications for any form of terrorism.

2. Advocate for the resumption of a peace process designed to a just,
comprehensive,and durable peace.

3. Establish a shared multireligious position on the “religious” identity of
Jerusalem, and develop shared protocols regarding the protection and
operation of religious sites related to the three religious communities.

4. Advocate for the acceptances of shared principles relevant to the
“political” identity of Jerusalem. (See Annex one for a previous position
of WCRP)

II. Rationals

A just and responsible peace process in the Middle East is an urgent
priority. In this process, the relevant political leaders play cardinal and
essential roles. But their roles, if essential are not sufficient. Paralleling the
political contributions to peacemaking, there must also be an engagement of

(*) Secretary General, World Conference on Religion and Peace (WCRP), New
York. .
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the leaders of the three major religious communities of the region: Islam
Christianity and Judaism. These religious have shaped the civilization
legacies of the Middle East and share many moral concerms essential to the
establishment of peace. Supporting the constructive capacities of these
religious communities in the Middle East for peacemaking is both an urgent
and long-term necessity.

The hostile and polarized situation in the Middle East has made it
difficult for local religious leaders to meet one another. This situation has
blocked the constructive peacemaking roles of these religious communities
and, worse, heightens the grave danger that religious factors will
increasingly be misused to define and exacerbate the conflict.

The heightened sensitivity to misuse religion occasioned by the 11
September terrorist attacks, and recent expressions of desire for a
resumption of the peace process by both Palestinians and Israelis present an
especially important window of opportunity.

Moreover, current demands for seven days of tranquility as a
prerequisite for engaging in discussions on resuming peace talks has
effectively allowed terrorists to block the resumption of the peace process.
An additional form of confidence building needs to be established that can
contribute to the conditions necessary to restart the peace process. A
common commitment for peace from the religious communities could
provide a unique confidence- building step.

II1. Background

Contacts have been made over recent months with a view to enlist
Israeli and Palestinian religious leaders at the highest official level to hold a
“houdna,” a religiously sanctioned “ceasefire” with a view toward
reconcilition among the Islamic, Christian, and Jewish communities. The
hudna would be focussed on the repudiation of the violent abuse of religion,
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advocating for a peace process on the basis of shared values, developing a
consensus on the reliogious identity of Jerusalem as well as a protocol
related to religious sites, and advocating shared principles related to the
political identity of Jerusalem.

Religious leaders involved in preparations include members from all
three religious communities in the Holy land. Notable are Sephardic Chief
Rabbi of Israel, Eliahu Bakshi-Doron, and his appionted representative,
Rabbi Manachem Froman; Sheikh Talal Sidr, formally appointed by
President Yasser Arafat both as his interreligious representative and to
pursue this initiative; and Sheik Tasir Tammimi, the Head of the Supreme
Islamic Council in the Palestinian Administered Territories.

Of capital importance is the fact that the top political leaders of both
the Palestine Authority and the Government of Israel have expressed their
support for the houdna. (See letters attached.)

Moreover, very recent efforts over the last few days to establish a
“houndna” among political actors have failed, and this failure underscores
the potential value of engaging religious actors in a separate peacemaking
track related to the current efforts designed ro re-start political negotiations.

1V. Different Circles of Religious Actors

This project recognize the essential roles of two related circles of
Muslim, Christian, and Jewish religious leaders in building peace in the
Middle East. The project also includes facilitation by a third circle, a
competent task force convened by World Conference on Religion and
Peace.

First Circle. The first circle will be composed of Jewish, Christian, and
Muslim religious leaders from Isreal and Palestine. These religious leaders
are the primary agents of religiously based peacemaking in the region. A
key strengh of the frist circle of religious leaders is the recognized roles of
these leaders within their respective communities.
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Second circle. The second circle will be composed of senior Islamic,
Christian, and Jewish religious figures from outside the Middle East. Like
the members of the first circle the members of the second circle have
representative roles in their own religious communities. The key strength of
the second circle of religious leaders arises out of the fact that the religious
communities in the Middle East have exceptionally well developed
connections with sister communities outside the region. These extended
religious relationship can provide powerful support to religious
communities in the Middle East by providing additional legitimacy for the
engagement of these religions in the service of peace. Moreover, Muslims,
Christian, and Jews around the world feel an important sense of being
religious stakeholders in essential aspects of peace in the Middle East, not
least the religious identity of Jerusalem.

Third Circle. The third circle of religious leaders will be composed of
by the World Conference on Religion and Peace (WCRP). These religious
leaders will ensure that the project is operated in accordance to principles
agreeable to the three religious communities, provide support to the
religious leaders in the first two circles, and facilitate relevant
communication both within and between the first two circles.

V. Action Plan:

WCRP will intiate a series of ongoing meetings with the members of
the first and second circles of religious leaders immediately. These meetings
will be designed to move a houdna with a mutually agreed upon agenda
designed to separate religions from terrorism, advocate for a Jjust peace
process, express consensus on the fact that the religious identity of
Jerusalem involves three faith traditions and that the care of their respective
holy sites must remain in the hands of these communities, and advocate
together taht the political process that determines the political identity of
Jerusalem take into account its religious identity.
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The frist Alexandria Declaration of the Religious Leaders of the Holy
Land

In the Name of God who is Almighty, Merciful and Compassionate,
we, who have gathered as religious leaders from the Muslim, Christian and
Jewish communities, pray for true peace in Jerusalem and the Holy Land
and declare our commitment to ending the violence and bloodshed that
denies the right of life and dignity.

According to our faith traditions, killing innocents in the name of God
is a desecration of his Holy Name, and defames religion in the world. The
violence in the Holy Land is an evil which must be opposed by all people of
good faith.

We seek to live togher as neighbours, respecting the integrity of each
other’s historical and religious inheritance. We call upon all to oppose
incitement, hatred and the misrepresentation of the other.

1. The Holy Land is Holy to all three of our faiths. Therefore, followers of
the divine religious must respect its sanctity, and bloodshed must not be
allowed to pollute it. The sanctity and integrity of the Holy Places must
be preserved, and freedom of religious worship must be ensured for all.

2. Palestinians and Israelis must respect the divinely ordained purposes of
the Creator by whose grace they live in the same land that is called Holy.

3. We call on the political leaders of both the peoples to work for a just,
secure and durable solution in the spirit of the words of the Almighty
and the prophets.

4. As a first step now, we call for a religiously sanctioned cease-fire,
respected and observed on all sides, and for the implemenation of the
Mitchell and Tenet recommendations, including the lifting of restrictions
and a return to negotiations.

5. We seek to help create an atmosphere where present and future
generations will co-exist with mutual respect and turst in the other. We
call on all to refrain from incitement and demonization, and to educate
our future generations accordingly.
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As religious leaders, we pledge ourselves to continue a joint quest for a just
peace that leads to reconciliation in Jerusalem and the Holy Land, for the
common good of all our peoples.

7. We announce the establishment of a permanent joint committee to carry
out the recommendations of this declaration, and to engage our
respective political leadership accordingly.

Delegates

His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. George Carey

His Eminence Sheikh Mohamed Sayed Tantawi

The Sephardi Chief Rabbi Bakshi-Doron

The deputy Foreign Minster, Rabbi Michael Melchior

The Rabbi of Tekoa, Rabbi Menachem Formen

Rabbi David Rosen, President of the WCRP

The Rabbi of Savyon, Rabbi David Brodman

Rabbi Yitzak Ralbag, Rabbi of maalot Dafna

Chief Justice of the Sharia Courts, Sheikh Taisir Tamimi
Minister of State for the PA, Sheikh Talal El Sider

Mufti of the Armed Forces, Sheikh Abdulsalam Abu Schkedem
The Mufti of Bethlehem, Sheikh Taweel

Representative of the Greek Patriarch, Archbishop Anastasios
The Latin Patriarch, His Beatitude Michel Sabbah

The Melkite Archbishop, Archbishop Boutrous Mu’alem
Representative of the Armenian Patriach, Archbishop Chinchinian
The Bishop of Jerusalem, The Rt. Rev. Riah Abu El Assal



RELIGIONS et DIALOGUE DES CULTURES
L i sV

Jacques Cortés™

L’auteur part du constat pessimiste d’une incommunicabilité culturelle
fondée sur l’examen d’une situation contemporaine explosive, sur
I'ambiguité méme du concept de culture, sur les erreurs des économistes et
politologues et sur les dérives coupables du sentiment religieux... pour faire
le veeu d’un “désarmement des cultures” seul capable a ses yeux de donner
vie & un véritable dialogue entre les hommes de la “Terre-Patrie” (Morin),
mais sous la réserve expresse que le probléme éducatif concernant
I’enseignement-apprentissage des langues-cultures soit enfin posé avec
sérieux conviction, dynamisme et générosité par les Gouvernements du
monde, et non plus relégué dans le fourre-tout universitaire de
I'applicationnisme traditionnel. Considérations finales sur 1'expérience du
GERFLINT et sur les exemples rationnels de coopération internationale
qu'il offre depuis 3 ans

La foi religieuse, historiquement, a fréquemment constitué une barriére
et un prétexte de guerre ou d'ostracisme plutdt qu'une occasion de rencontre
et de collaboration fraternelles. Le refus des valeurs d'autrui, conjugué a une
volonté de le "civiliser” ou de le purger de sa "mécréance”, compliqué aussi
du désir cyniquement affiché de s'en débarrasser (la fameuse "purification
ethnique”) pour s'emparer de son territoire et en tirer un avantage
économique, politique ou stratégique, tout cela a engendré les interminables

(*) Professeur des Universités Président du GERFLINT
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conflits que I'on sait. Les religions, alors, non seulement n'ont pas joué le
réle modérateur qu'impliquent pourtant leurs principes fondateurs, mais
elles ont méme rendu possible, au nom de la Vérité et de la Justice dont
chacune d'elles se réclamait, I'élimination (ou l'exclusion du groupe) de tout
individu spirituellement "ailleurs", donc forcément dans une erreur d'autant
moins pardonnable qu'elle était d'essence estimée péremptoirement
blasphématoire.

Le dialogue des cultures est-il donc possible? Si I'on se pose cette
question, c'est d'évidence parce qu'on n'en connait pas encore la réponse.
Suffit-il de la poser, du reste, pour que cette réponse nous parvienne enfin?
La construction d'une culture demande des siécles de gestation. Le dialogue
des cultures, donc, parce qu'il doit concilier l'inconciliable s'agissant de
valeurs lentement miries au chaud soleil de traditions distinctes toujours
sublimée, de valeurs devenues consubstantielles de l'individu, donc faisant
partie tout & la fois de sa substance éthique et méme de sa substance
physique car tout individu, a quelque communauté qu'il appartienne, est
fagonné, qu'il en ait conscience ou non, par la culture qu'il a reque en
héritage, ce dialogue des cultures sincérement désiré par tous aujourd'hui,
chacun le répéte & l'envi, n'est-il pas encore rien d'autre, dans I'état actuel
des sociétés humaines, qu'une aspiration humaniste inscrite dans un avenir
encore indécidable?

Un doigt d'épistémologie

Culture, le terme tient sans doute une bonne part de son ambiguité
d'une étymologie double. Par colo, colui, cultum, colere, il se rattache
d'abord & la culture des sols donc 2 la nourriture du corps. Puis, notamment
par cultus, il s'éléve a la spiritualité, 2 l'adoration de Dieu, donc a Ia
nourriture de 1'ame. Entre ces deux pdles (puisés traditionnellement dans les
Tusculanes de Cicéron), des nuances nombreuses, comme 'art de cultiver
quelqu'un, de faire sa cour, d'honorer, de vénérer, de soigner, d'apporter des
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soins minutieux a tout ce qui a trait a l'entretien du corps, de l'esprit et des
relations sociales, bref, & tout ce qui, pour un individu ou une communauté
donnés, reléve de son jardin sacré, ce lieu intemporel et mythique ol il puise

a profusion tout ce qui le nourrit.

Je parle & dessein ici de nourriture, car la nourriture (qu'on me passe
cette opposition hugolienne de circonstance en cette année 2002) c'est la
vie, car sans nourriture c'est [a mort, celle du corps autant que celle de 1'ame.
e crois qu'on ne maniera jamais avec assez de prudence un concept aussi
délicat que celui de culture. I1 s'agit certainement du plus noble et du plus
dangereux 2 la fois de tous les concepts fondateurs des communautés
humaines puisque, par exemple (restons en France pour avoir le tact de ne
froisser que nous-mémes) il concerne autant la construction cofiteuse mais
inoubliable de beauté architecturale du Palais de Versailles, que les
"Dragonades”, la Révocation de I'Edit de Nantes et l'exode subséquent de
300.000 protestants chassés de France par la politique religieuse intolérante
de Louis XIV. Les deux aspects: noblesse et danger de la culture sont 13,
comme le visage alternativement souriant et grimagant selon le profil choisi,
du Bien et du Mal.

Faire dialoguer des cultures, oui, mille fois oui, mais le chemin qui
conduit a cet humanisme transcendant enfin, pour 'amour de Dieu ou d'un
principe qu'on se plait & afficher, tous les particularismes, certitudes, rejets,
habitudes, réflexes, blocages de toutes sortes...ce chemin-la, il est bon que
nous I'empruntions enfin mais en sachant qu'il sera long, sinueux, escarpé,
accidenté, dangereux parfois, et que les découvertes que nous y ferons
demanderont beaucoup de temps encore pour nous rapprocher ensemble,
mais non plus séparément, de l'eldorado spirituel que toutes les Fois du
monde se (et nous) donnent comme fin supréme. Faisons le pari pascalien

que tout est encore possible.
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Mondialisation, balkanisation, fondamentalisme et standardisation

Quelles sont les conditions générales dans lesquelles nous vivons
aujourd'hui cette tentative de dialogue des cultures? Je vais m'appuyer pour
cela, modestement, sur un certain nombre de réflexions que nous fournit la
presse internationale contemporaine, et particuliérement sur un article
publié il y a quelques mois, dans le Monde Diplomatique, par Constantin
Von Barloewen, auteur notamment d'une Anthropologie de Ila
mondialisation publiée I'an demier aux Editions des Syrtes 4 Paris.

Une idée assez courante circule depuis "la fin du conflit Est-Ouest": Ia
planéte serait désormais tiraillée compulsivement entre deux forces
contradictoires: d'un c6té la mondialisation ou globalisation qui concernerait
essentiellement le domaine économique et financier; et de l'autre un sursaut
identitaire multiple tellement fort qu'il aboutirait & une véritable
balkanisation communautariste génératrice de conflits d'une extréme
violence. Comme on le voit, le probléme crucial de I'heure, a vrai dire pas
spécialement nouveau dans son principe, tournerait autour de "la relation
avec l'autre" qui est précisément l'objet des préoccupations de ces
SEDIFRALE XIII. Quelles sont les représentations que l'on a de soi et
celles que l'on se fait de l'autre, et comment les concilier? Pour l'instant
soyons nets: la résultante des deux forces: interme et externe, aboutit
aujourd'hui 4 une incohérence formidable dont les conséquences explosives
ont donné lieu, il y a quelques mois a peine, & un événement d'un
retentissement tel qu'on n'hésite pas & dire qu'il y a désormais un avant et un
apres 11 septembre 2001. Ce qui pourrait nous intéresser, c'est évidemment
I'explication de ce positionnement explosif universel, et, consécutivement,
les solutions envisageables pour venir & bout de ses effets destructeurs,
sachant que nous sommes parvenus A une limite au-deld de laquelle c'est
peut-8tre la survie méme de la plandte qui est menacée par ces
affrontements ol la Culture et sa face sublimée, le Religion, tiennent une
place capitale.
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L'opposition entre modernité et tradition est un probléme vieux comme
le monde. Elle prend aujourd’hui une telle intensité qu'on peut la considérer
comme un phénoméne nouveau. Au modernisme, en effet, on oppose non
pas la tradition dans sa sagesse modératrice et apaisante, mais, de plus en
plus souvent, cette défiguration tragique du mysticisme qu'est le
fondamentalisme et ses séquelles fiévreuses et incontrblables que sont
l'intolérance et le fanatisme. Derriére tout cela des problemes humains
graves. La standardisation du monde par la technique et le libéralisme
financier négateur de toute autre valeur que lui-méme, suscite de fagon
compréhensible, dans les lieux ofl régne la misére, le déséquilibre social,
I'iniquité... un désir d'autant plus intense de reconnaissance identitaire qu'on
y vit en permanence sur un sentiment d'impuissance. D'oll des formes
radicalisées de revendications excluant tout dialogue serein et donc toute
solution autre que la destruction et la mort, celle de 'Ennemi d'abord, mais
aussi la sienne propre. A cet égard le Kamikaze du World Trade Center ou
de Jérusalem, si condamnable et humainement inacceptable soit son acte de
mort envers des innocents, en est, ne 'oublions pas, la premiére victime. 1l
ne faut jamais laisser le désespoir prendre le pas sur la raison et sur 'amour
d'autrui et de la vie. Ce qui mérite attention et examen sévére, en
l'occurrence, c'est moins le kamikaze que, d'évidence, l'administration
idéologico-financiére occulte (mais bien vivante, elle), qui Ta
"instrumentalisé”  (i.e. conditionné psychologiquement, soutenu
financigrement et équipé matériellement) pour un acte fanatique exigeant le
sacrifice de sa jeunesse. Ce n'est méme pas cette "maffia” d'idéologues et de
stratéges de l'horreur (donc intellectuellement et  moralement
irrécupérables), qui inspirera les lignes qui suivent, car c'est & un niveau
plus élevé que 'imbécillité et la barbarie de nos contemporains quil faut
tenter de porter notre regard.

Pour un désarmement des cultures

Faire le constat de "cette prise de conscience” aigué "des différences
culturelles” est une incontournable nécessité aujourdhui. Le dialogue
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interculturel est donc la base de "tout nouvel ordre politique mondial". On
s'est lourdement trompé, au cours des derniéres décennies, en estimant que
l'uniformisation harmonieuse de la planéte, comme le pensent encore bien
des technocrates ingénus, se résumerait & exporter partout la seule
"standardisation technique, économique et financiére" congue dans les pays
dits "développés". Les nouvelles lois du "Marché international” et le progrés
scientifique et technique sont nécessaires, nul n'en doute, 2 la mise en valeur
de tout continent, mais sans la recherche patiente et obstinée, par del toutes
les différences culturelles, d'une Unité humaine profonde, ces avancées ne
peuvent déboucher que sur le chaos des guerres incessante que les cultures
humiliées feront aux cultures dominantes et réciproquement.

Qu'on le veuille ou non, nous n'avons pas d'autre choix que de
rechercher une "Universalité cohérente” pour remplacer "la multitude des
universalités en lutte pour 'hégémonie”. Belles paroles sans doute, mais
marquées au coin d'une certaine candeur utopique. Cela étant admis, le
réalisme de la violence n'est-il pas tout aussi simpliste, candide et utopique
lui-méme dans son expression guerriére et ses pulsions suicidaires? Il y a Ia,
de toute évidence, mati¢re 4 débat. Arrétons de nous complaire dans Iidée
que la technique et le libéralisme mondial (substituts sacrés des défunts
"matérialisme scientifique” et “dictature du prolétariat") puissent &tre la
"terre promise” enfin atteinte de toute solution politique ou économique aux
maux de la planéte. L'enfer, ici comme jadis et naguére, est toujours pavé de
bonnes intentions et de granitiques certitudes, mais il est de plus en plus
évident, sauf pour les aveugles idéologiques de profession, qu'on ne peut
dogmatiquement les transposer tels quels n'importe oii . Comme le souligne
fortement Von Barloewen, 1'économie d'un pays quelconque fonctionne
selon des valeurs profondes ol entrent en ligne la culture et la religion. Nier
ces valeurs, c'est s'exposer bien plus qu'a des échecs, 2 des conflits tellement
connus et donc prévisibles, que l'ex-Président allemand, Roman Herzog
parlait, & propos de leur prise en compte, d'un "impératif politique
sécuritaire”. La culture et la religion d'une communauté humaine donnée
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sont donc, respectées ou écartées, la raison du succés d'une transaction
internationale ou la cause majeure de son échec et des séquelles

conflictuelles que ce dernier ne manquera pas, 2 court ou moyen terme,
d'engendrer.

Comment, en effet, faire dialoguer sans précaution, des partenaires
dont les "traditions culturelles et religicuses” sont aux antipodes les unes des
autres? La logique n'est pas cartésienne partout, le rapport a l'espace et au
temps varie d'un pays a l'autre, de véritables gouffres peuvent séparer les
miiurs, les mentalités, les valeurs, les croyances. Penser dans ces conditions
que "l'application des critéres des sociétés industrielles dans les pays
émergents” puisse les aider vraiment a se développer risque d'engendrer de
tragiques erreurs et d'aboutir 2 "une dangereuse uniformisation” car nier
l'identité culturelle d'une communauté est le plus dangereux facteur de
déséquilibre social et géopolitique. Comme le remarque plaisamment
I'anthropologue britannique Ernest Gellner, cité par Von Barloewen, la
gestion du monde n'est pas la seule affaire des politologues et des
économistes. Sans dialogue des cultures, mieux vaut exclure d'avance tout
espoir en matiére de communication mondiale.

La culture, I'identité culturelle, ont donc besoin d'une nourriture qui ne
saurait ni se limiter & des considérations d'ordre purement spirituel, ni a une
substance trivialement matérielle et technique. Faire preuve de réalisme,
aujourd'hui, ce n'est pas s'armer militairement pour détruire son prochain ou
se protéger de lui; ce n'est pas plus accepter provisoirement de déposer les
armes en vue d'une négociation débouchant elle-méme sur des accords
provisoires. Ce jeu diplomatique classique est parfaitement vain. Toutes les
guerres du monde ont été la dénonciation d'accords préalables sérieusement
négociés. Le Traité de Vienne, en 1814, n'a pas empéché les cent jours et
Waterloo; le Traité de Versailles, en 1919, ni les accords de Munich, en
1938, n'ont empéché la deuxiéme guerre mondiale et les folies du nazisme.
Ce qu'il faut désarmer, si I'on veut construire une Terre plus fraternelle, ce
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sont les cultures. Les désarmer non pour les affaiblir mais pour les sublimer;
non pour les falsifier subrepticement mais pour leur permettre de mieux
faire aimer les vertus qui sont en elles; non pour préparer leur extinction
mais plutdt pour les rendre encore plus dignes d'admiration et de respect. Le
mot culture renvoie a la notion de travail et d'effort. Cultiver la terre c'est
rendre fertile le champ que la Providence nous a confié (que chacun
choisisse le concept qu'il préfére).

Enseigner-apprendre les  langues-cultures: un  objectif
incontournable pour la recherche scientifique contemporaine

Pensant plus précisément & ces SEDIFRALE XIII, & ce grand
rassemblement de professeurs de frangais mais aussi de décideurs, de
chercheurs venus de partout, il m'a semblé qu'il était indispensable de dire,
au niveau qui est le nbtre, combien il est urgent de réformer nos systémes
éducatifs pour positionner enfin dans une perspective rationnelle, moderne,
utile, propice au dialogue des hommes, les problémes extrémement graves
que je viens d'évoquer.

L'enseignement-apprentissage des langues-cultures étrangéres fait
aujourdhui, en France comme au Pérou, I'objet d'un débat important.
Disons-le sans ambages, pendant longtemps 1'Université a négligé de lui
donner un statut scientifique & part entiére, considérant qu'il ne s'agissait de
rien d'autre que d'une discipline applicative de la linguistique envisagée
comme base théorique de ce que l'on a longtemps désigné et que l'on
désigne encore souvent sous I'appellation de linguistique appliquée. Sans
entrer dans les détails techniques de ce débat, qui alourdiraient mon propos,
disons que la grande exclue de 1'Université frangaise en matiére
d'enseignement-apprentissage des langues étrangdres, c'est de toute
évidence la culture.

On a cru et on croit toujours qu'une approche analytique des formes
phonétiques, lexicales et morpho-syntaxiques d'une langue permet de s'en
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approprier la substance profonde, et que le reste, a savoir la communication,
serait tout simplement une sorte de grice par surcrolt déduite
miraculeusement de cet apprentissage formel préalable. On a méme pensé,
et l'on pense toujours, qu'un jeune chercheur de formation linguistique,
romanistique ou sociolinguistique peut facilement, sans jamais avoir
rencontré un étudiant étranger en France ou ailleurs, et sous la seule réserve
d'avoir quelque bon sens pédagogique inné, gérer les problémes de
'enseignement-apprentissage des langues-cultures étrangéres qui, beaucoup
le pensent, sont de nature simplement "pratico-pratique" sans commune
mesure avec le sérieux des Sciences du Langage authentiques. On s'est
lourdement trompé puisque l'on a tout simplement réduit le travail du
didactologue & une application pure et simple de théories diverses au bord
de l'essoufflement. Ce n'est que dans les années 70 qu'on a commencé a
aborder le probléme d'une approche systémique de la langue et de la culture
en classe de langue étrangére, seconde ou maternelle, et ce n'est que depuis
le milieu des années 80 que Robert Galisson, a courageusement permis
d'ouvrir, en Sorbonne, une équipe de recherche spécialisée en Didactologie
des Langues-Cultures.

Si je rappelle ces "détails” (méfions-nous de ce mot), c'est parce qu'ils
s'inscrivent dans le droit-fil des préoccupations de ces SEDIFRALE XIII.
Le dialogue des cultures doit commencer en classe de langue. Rien de bon
ne se fera, au plan mondial, tant que les Gouvernements de tous les pays
traiteront la question de I'enseignement-apprentissage des langues-cultures
étrangéres comme un sous-domaine anodin et futile des Sciences du
Langage. Il faut une politique volontariste, dynamique et généreuse pour
lutter contre les effets de plus en plus dévastateurs d'une mondialisation
écrasant sur son passage toutes les langues et surtout toutes les cultures du
monde. II faut, comme l'écrivait Gisella Baumgratz-Gangl en 1993, former
notre apprenant, quel que soit son age, "a une mobilité intellectuelle”, Jui
apprendre 2 "s'ouvrir & l'autre sans perdre son identité" car la position qui est
la sienne dans son contexte national et spirituel ne doit pas devenir "la
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frontiere de sa perception et de sa pensée, I'horizon borné de sa conscience,
ou méme simplement la référence absolue de ses jugements”. Bref, la classe
de langue doit adoucir les tendances a l'ethno et a I'éthocentrisme de cet
apprenant, afin de l'amener & percevoir peu a peu son appartenance & des
groupes plus larges qui tendent vers l'humanité dans son ensemble, la
fameuse "Terre-Patrie” d'Edgar Morin. Comme le soulignait déja Albert
Jacquard en 1976, dans I'Eloge de la Différence, "notre richesse collective
est faite de notre diversité” car "l'autre, individu ou société, nous est
précieux dans la mesure ot il nous est dissemblable”.

Pour toutes ces raisons, il est plus que jamais nécessaire, au seuil de ce
siécle, de donner a l'enseignement-apprentissage des langues-cultures
étrangeres, une large autonomie scientifique et pédagogique au sein de nos
universités. La création de départements spécifiques de Didactologie des
Langues-Cultures et celle complémentaired'une section spécifique
d'évaluation des travaux de recherche et des carriéres au sein du Conseil
Nationale des Universités, s'imposent aujourdhui pour répondre & Ia
formidable demande engendrée par I'évolution mondiale des besoins de
communication internationale. Elles s'impose autant qu'au début du siécle
dernier la création de départements de linguistique structurale aux
méthodes, concepts et objectifs distincts de ceux d'une grammaire comparée
certainement trés "savante” et aristocratique 3 I'époque, mais "en crise”
depuis la publication, en 1916, d'un certain Cours de Linguistique Générale
qui mit un certain temps 4 convaincre bien des nostalgiques, mais dont les
effets bienfaisants ont dynamisé formidablement la recherche pendant & de
siccle. Le courage politique qu'il faut pour remettre en question les
habitudes, les rentes de situation, les piétinements de la pensée... le XXI&
siécle doit l'avoir, quoi qu'il puisse en colter. Il faut affirmer enfin, avec
force, la néeessité de réformes pour répondre aux vrais besoins de notre
temps. La DLC (Didactologie des Langues-Cultures) est, pour le XXI¢
siecle, ce que la Linguistique a été pour le XXe, 2 savoir la discipline
scientifique répondant le mieux aux aspirations humanistes de notre temps.
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Un exemple d'action moderne: le GERFLINT

Quelques lignes encore pour évoquer l'expérience passionnante du
GERFLINT, notre Groupe d'’Etudes et de Recherches pour le Frangais
Langue Internationale. Nous l'avons créé en 1999, et déja il offre, a tous les
chercheurs du monde entier, en Didactologie des Langues-Cultures, la
possibilité de s'exprimer scientifiquement, de nouer des liens fructueux, via
le sitt www.GERFLINT.Org avec tous leurs collégues travaillant comme
eux sur des questions d'enseignement-apprentissage des langues et des
cultures, d'envisager méme, par dela les frontiéres, des projets communs
avec des interlocuteurs dont ils n'auraient méme pas espéré connaitre
l'existence il y a seulement 3 ans. Le GERFLINT est présent parmi nous
puisque, comme & Rio en 2001, c'est lui qui a 'honneur d'ouvrir I'espace de
parole libre de cette revue Synergies Pérou 4 laquelle je rends hommage et
souhaite longue vie et abondante parentéle en Amérique Latine et ailleurs
ol existent déja ses ainées: Synergies Brésil, Synergies Vietnam, Synergies
Russie, Synergies Pays Riverains de la Baltique, Synergies Corée, Synergies
Monde Arabe, Synergies Afrique Australe, Synergies Afrique Centrale et de
['Ouest...

Mondialisation, le terme a peut-tre d'autres connotations que
technologiques et financiéres s'il s'agit de donner a chacun sa chance de
participer aux grands débats actuels, dans la langue de son choix. La revue
Synergies Russie parait en frangais et en russe. L'exemple mérite d'étre
suivi. Les langues-cultures sont notre raison premiére d'étre et de vouloir
rester pour I'essentiel ce que nous sommes, d'aller vers notre "frére humain”
et de dialoguer vraiment avec lui, sans préjugé ni complexe. Respecter
autrui c'est tenter de comprendre les valeurs qui lui sont chéres sans renier
évidemment celles auxquelles on est soi-méme attaché de fagon plus ou
moins consciente. Les trajectoires convergentes suivies par les partenaires
du dialogue devront franchir bien des frontiéres et des obstacles pour se
rejoindre. Voyage difficile sans doute, mais quel explorateur pourrait s'en
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plaindre? Le monde est encore plein de terres inconnues. Il suffit pour un
Frangais de passer le Rhin, la Manche, les Alpes ou les Pyrénées...pour que
l'aventure culturelle et linguistique commence. Quand on sait combien les
valeurs d'autrui, sans parler des différences tenant & sa psychologie
individuelle, peuvent entraver tout échange, on comprend déja qu'il y a la
suffisamment de matiére et de complexité pour ne plus s'enfermer dans
I'idée que ce terrain de tous les dangers, puisse étre encore longtemps placé
dans les annexes d'une discipline qui en sous-estime I'importance.

Quelques rappels:

- le didactologue des langues-cultures ne s'adresse pas a un sujet parlant,
comme le linguiste, mais & un sujet apprenant. La différence est énorme,
souvent évoquée, mais réguliérement minimisée.
consécutivement, le champ opératoire de la DLC n'est pas une langue
naturelle achevée analysée et présentée par un linguiste travaillant sur
corpus ou sur informations fournies par un locuteur survivant, mais une
langue-culture en gestation, acquise ou apprise peu & peu par un individu
qui posséde déja tout un appareillage mental, intellectuel, linguistique,
culturel... dans une autre langue-culture.

enfin, il est clair - et c'est paradoxalement la cause de son positionnement
universitaire déficitaire - la didactologie connalt un succés social sans
précédent aupres de la jeunesse étudiante frangaise car elle est 2 peu prés
la seule discipline a4 lui offrir des débouchés professionnels et une
possibilité de réve et d'évasion.

Voeu

Quel Gouvernement et quel Ministre de I'Education, de la Jeunesse et
de la Recherche accepteront-ils de prendre en compte des données aussi
fortes pour tenter une réponse universitaire adéquate aux besoins de
communication de notre temps? Si l'on veut vraiment faire reculer
I'éthocentrisme, c'est par le désarmement des cultures qu'il faut commencer,
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et une fagon parmi bien d'autres d'y parvenir, c'est de prendre enfin au
sérieux l'attrait évident de notre jeunesse pour la découverte de sa
"Terre-Patrie".



