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Ainsi ribamos a Macca

esa bendita cibdad

que sus puertos son Albaraca
y susparedes piedad

sus tejados claredad

y ella toda es bendigidn,
pues cualquiere que a ella va

tiene ganado el pardén

Deziros he de la casa,
que de Meca se dezira,
y de laorden y causa
que en esta habia

casa de tanta valia
casa de tanta nobleza,
oro y plata y requeza,

que estimar no se podria

Alli estdn cuatro almihrabes
De las nuestras cuatro reglas:
hay de ricas agomuas

muy altas, ricas y bellas,

a cuanto las cuatro d’ellas
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De nuestros cuatros doctores
a la casa dan mil favores,

cosas son de maravillas

el Alcaba y alharam
estaban al escubierto,

a una parte mas gran

de aquesta casa por ¢ierto
salvo un rico cubierto
que alrededor tenia

con setecientos pilares

que las cubiertas sostenia

Novicientas son las lampadas
qu’esta casa alumbraban,

con cuales toda la noche

la gente en ella velaban;

y jamds nunca cesaban

de hacer su petigion

rogando el rey del cielo

los atorgase perdén

Aquesta casa pregiosa
Esta en medio la ¢ibdad,

Guarnida de ricas puertas
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y muchas por cada part
Treinta y nueve en la verdad
Por cuales a rodear

Entra y sale la gente

Diros he del alcaaba

y de su tanta nobleza,
oro y plata y riqueza
Que no se lefalla cuenta
Tiene rica vestimenta
de seda admasquina,

y chapada de plata fina

Muy rica tiene la puerta
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“La kaaba est une tour quadrilatére placée presque au milieu du temple,
couverte d’une immense toile noire qui ne laiss 4 découvert que le
socle ou base saillante de 1’édifice. La place oil la pierre noire est
incrustée 4 hauteur d’homme sur I’angle de L'Est, et un autre espace
semblable sur I’angle du Sud qui est d’un marbre commun. Du c6té du
Nord-ouest s’éléve un parapet 4 hauteur d’appui, formant presque un
demi cercle et nommé El Hajer Ismail ou Pierres d’Ismail”.

“De bab, Safa on monte une petite rue qui se termine par un portique
composé de trois arcs sur colonnes et oii I’on monte par des gradins”.
*“La porte de la kaaba est sur la fagade du Nord-est, 4 peu de distance de
la pierre noire et 4 six pieds environ d’élévation au-dessus du plan de la
grande cour du temple. Pour y entrer, on place en dehors un escalier en
bois porté€ par six rouleaux de bronze”.

“La Maison de Dieu couverte de sa toile noire et entourée de lampes
formant un tableau imposant que jamais ne s’efface de ma mémoire”.
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Acuna
Adahea
Ahetelquivir
Alad

Alcaba
Alchomaa
Alcodos
Alhache
Alharam
Alhiche
Alhichante
Almakam
Almedina
Almihrabes
Amobi
Arafa
Asala
Asalam
Atacbih
Bab Asalam
Djemma
Djenna

Din

Naha
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Hadiche
Jimaa

Kaba

Maca

Mina
Rawuscalum
Romeaje
Toriciné
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Jean Thévenot. Les relations d'un voyage fait au levant. Paris , (YA
1664 , Préface
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. pp. 21-22.

Torga Nicolas. Les voyageurs. frangais dans I'Orient européen. Paris, (§+)
1928, pp.60-61 .
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pp. 110-113.
Ibid . (¢N)
Ibid . (£9)
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Muslim Communities of Russia:
The Information Sources in the St.
Petersburg Libraries

Asvaturov A. S. ®

Abstract

This paper aims to survey information sources on the Russian Muslim
communities and peoples held in the libraries of St. Petersburg. It describes
the historical provenance of these sources, publication type and themes
covered. The National Library of Russia in St. Petersburg has the most
complete collection in the world on the Muslim peoples and of Russia and
the former USSR. This collection includes books dating from 17th century
up to the present time. It is perhaps the largest such collection in the world.
The paper deals with the NLR in detail. These collections includes books,
newspapers and journals. The paper lists the subject headings of information

on the Muslims of Russia.

The paper gives a review of the language collections and literature of the
peoples of Russia in the department of non-slavic collection. This includes
separate collections relating to Azerbaijan, Bashkirs, Kazakhs, Kirghiz,

Crimean Tatars, Tatars, Tadjiks, Turkmen, Uzbeks, and the North Caucasus.

(*) National Library of Russia, St. Petersburg, Russia
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The paper also reviews scholarly libraries in St. Petersburg that keep
collections on Muslim communities of Russia other than NLR, including the
library of the St. Petersburg Ethnographic Institute, the library of the St.
Petersburg Oriental Institute, the St. Petersburg Archival collection of
non-Traditional Periodicals and Documentation on Social Movements, and

other academic libraries.



Muslim Communities of Russia: The information Sources 3

Muslim Communities of Russia:
The Information Sources in the St. Petersburg Libraries

1. Introduction

Of all the information sources dealing with the traditionally Muslim
peoples of Russia the research is concerned with the printed book and
periodical stocks of St. Petersburg scholarly libraries including the reference
and bibliographic systems catering for those stocks. The research is
concerned with the library collections connected with the states, which are
independent nowadays, but they used to be the part of the Russian Empire
and the USSR. There are also defined the storage places and the contents of
not numerous, but not the least important documents of small circulation

being printed in the 80s - beginning of the 90s.

The research aims to give a survey of the information sources on the
Russian Muslim communities and peoples in St. Petersburg, to give
chronological limits of those sources, their characteristics as far as the
publication type and the theme are concerned. It also seems important to
evaluate the information sources physical, bibliographic and language

accessibility to the users.

We shall dwell only on the sources in the Russian language and the

Muslim peoples languages of Russia.

Until recent time the approach to such peoples of Russia as the Tatars,
the Chechens, etc. as "Muslim peoples” was impossible. The existing
bibliographies are also orientated not on the religious communities and

minorities, but on the national and territorial formations. Until recent time it
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was impossible to come across even expressions like "Muslim community”,
"Muslim minority" in the bibliographic references.

United by common faith, traditions, common initial history and interests
in contemporary Russia, the Muslim peoples of Russia differ in the
language criterion. The biggest Muslim collections of St. Petersburg are
classified according to the language criterion. Therefore the information of
the Muslim communities is that of the Russian peoples being influenced by
Islam and its culture. They are the Tatars, the Bashkirs, peoples of
Daghestan, the Chechens, the Ingushes, those who live on the territory of

Russia being of the Middle Asia and Azerbaijan extraction.

The question of the Russian Muslim communities and peoples
information sources accessibility is considered on the physical,
bibliographic and language level. The bibliographic accessibility of
considered information sources first of all is connected with their exposure
in the library catalogue systems. The classified catalogues of the greater
part of the Russian libraries are arranged on the librarian bibliographic
classification (LBC). The LBC as it looks nowadays is the system, which
with the help of its rubrics reflects the atheistic lines, having reigned in the
former USSR. Aiming to search the information on Muslim communities it
is more reasonable to appeal to the subject catalogues of Russian libraries.
E.g. the subject catalogue of the National Library of Russia has about 1,5
million rubrics. (There is an electronic version of the subject rubrics, so
called "clue".) The rubrics of that catalogue which could be useful in the

search of the literature on Muslim communities of Russia is enclosed.

The Language accessibility of the information sources is also very

important. The great deal of them, and maybe the most interesting one, is
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written in the languages of the peoples of Russia who owing to tradition
confess Islam. Religious and cultural values, moral and manners are very
much connected with the language, and the loss of it when living in huge
foreign culture megalopolises leads to the religious and cultural catastrophe.
Till present time in the situation of the state atheistic policy it was the
collections of the biggest libraries of St. Petersburg that very often helped
such Muslim communities of the city as the Tatar and the Crimean-Tatar
communities to preserve their knowledge of history, the religious and

cultural traditions.

The information sources must be accessible to any national community
of Russia in accordance with the national and language possibilities and
demands. In the Russian libraries there is not enough literature in the
national languages. By the beginning of the 90s in the total stock of the
mass libraries of Russia the literature in the languages of the peoples of
Russia accounted only 1,3%. It is natural that a large part of the literature in
the national languages is concentrated in the national territorial formations,
subjects of the Russian Federation. but many representatives of the
nationalities live outside those formations. For example, of 6,5 million
Tatars 3/4 of them live outside Tatarstan. The quantity of the publication
titles printed in the languages of the Russian peoples has been not numerous
until recent time. E.g. in the beginning of the 90s there were printed only
10-15 titles a year in the languages of such traditionally Islam people as the

Ingushes, and there were 200 titles only in the Tatar language.

We must not neglect the right of the traditionally Muslim peoples who

used to be the part of the USSR to get the information in the native
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language. In the period between 1979 and 1989 the quantity of the Kirghiz
in the Russian Federation increased 2/8 times as much, the Azerbaijanian -
2/2 times as much, the Tadjik - 2/1 times as much, the Uzbek - 1/8 times as
much, the Turkmen - 1/7 times as much. In the situation like that the unique,
rich, chronologically deep and complete national collections of the St
Petersburg libraries are very important. But when using them there may
occur difficulties connected with the graphic base of the written language.
Before the revolution of 1917 the Muslim peoples of the Middle Asia, the
Volga Region, the Caucasus used the written language based on the Arab
alphabet. They were the Adyghes, the Avars, the Azerbaijani, the Bashkirs,
the Chechens, the Ingushes, the Kazahs, the Lezgins, the Tabasaranas, the
Tatars, the Tadjiks, the Uzbeks and others. After the revolution to those
peoples there was elaborated and instilled the written language based on the
Latin alphabet. In the St. Petersburg libraries there are still some books,
though not numerous, printed in the Latin graphic. In the end of the 30-s
the written language of those peoples was transferred to the Russian
alphabet. So the great part of the traditionally Muslim Russian peoples’

cultural heritage turns out to be inaccessible to the contemporary user.

Boris Yeltsin has recently proclaimed St. Petersburg the culturl capital
of Russia. And it is in St. Petersburg that there is the unique and probably
the greatest in the world stocks of literature in the languages of different
Muslim peoples of Russia and the former USSR. In the libraries of St.
Petersburg there is literature which very often cannot be found on the
territory of the Muslim of Russia and the former USSR. e.g., in the periods
of anti religious campaigns the literature written in the Arabic alphabet was
removed from the libraries and destroyed. The same thing happened later on
to the national lhiterature printed in the Latin alphabet. As to the biggest
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libraries of St. Petersburg such literature was preserved, even if it was stored
in a special way, being not accessible to an ordinary reader. Nowadays,
when it is quite accessible, it seems strange that a book about e.g. the Tatar
prosody in the Latin graphic base used to be kept in a special place together

with some book by an author being subject to repression.

We are going to dwell upon the pre-Revolutionary books kept in St.
Petersburg libraries. In the soviet period of the Russian history the state
atheistic politics was carried out, the mass media and publishing houses
were under censorship, so there was not much information of the situation
in the Muslim communities. Nowadays representatives of the Muslim
communities, as well as the research workers keep applying to the
pre-Revolutionary sources. And it's not supprising.18 million Muslims (31
million if we count Bukhara and Khiva)were dwelling in Russia. There were
26279 mosques in the country and 45339 clergymen. (The data from "The
World of Islam".Vol.2 N 1-6. St. Petersburg, 1913). Articles and materials
taken from pre-revolutionary Muslim editions are now reprinted in
contemporary magazines. It's worth notice that many Muslim magazines

and newspapers were resumed in the end of 80s - beginning of the 90s.

2. The National Library of Russia

The National Library of Russia has the most complete collection in the
traditionally Muslim peoples' languages of Russia and the former USSR.
This literature is stored in the Department of the national Literature in the
Languages of Peoples of Russia and the Former USSR. That collection is

accessible to all the readers and includes books beginning with the first
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printed ones of the 17th century up to the present time. There is no other
library in the world having e.g. a collection which could be compared to that
of the Tatar pre-Revolutionary book. So the greater part of the research is

concerned with the collections of the National library of Russia.

The great part of information on Muslim communities of Russia is
located in books, newspapers and journals written in the Russian language.
Though that literature is scattered among huge stocks of the National
Library of Russia, which numbers over 30million units, so it is not an easy
task to seek for it. As we said already it is more reasonable to search it with
the help of the Subject Catalogue. The literature on Muslim communities of
Russia and former the USSR is accumulated in the following rubrics of the
Subject Catalogue of the National Library of Russia:

Islam - Azerbaijan

Islam in CIS

Islam - Georgia

Islam and national relations

Islam - History - Abkhazia

Islam - History - Daghestan

Islam - History - the Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic
Islam - History - Kazakhstan

Islam - History - Kirghizia

Islam - History - the USSR

Islam - History - the Uzbek Soviet Socialist Republic
Islam - Russia

Islam - Russia-Periodicals

Islam - Russia-Articles
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Isiam - the Northern Caucasus

Islam - Middle Asian Republics

Islam - Middle Asia

Islam - Tadjikistan

Islam - the Tatar Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic

Islam - the Checheno-Ingush Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic

One of the basic points of our research is the supposition that the
information on Muslim communities in the Russian libraries should be
searched in accordance with the names of the peoples who owing to
tradition confess Islam. In case of the Subject Catalogue of the National
Library of Russia it is worth applying to the following rubrics:

Adyghes

Avars

Azerbaijni
Bashkirs
Ingushes
Kazahs
Kirghiz
Kumyks
Lezgins
Tabasarans
Tadjic
Tatars
Turkmen
Uzbek
Chechens
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E.g.the rubric "Tatars" is connected with the following rubrics accumulating

literature on the theme of our search:

Kasim's Tatars

Kazan's Tatars

Volga Region's Tatars
Siberia's Tatars

Tatars in St. Petersburg

It is very important that under the Subject Catalogue of the National
Library of Russia you can find literature both in the Russian language and in
the European languages. Literature in the native languages of the Muslim
communities of Russia is reflected only in the catalogues of the Department
of the national Literature of the peoples of Russia and the Former Territory
of the USSR. The Catalogues of the Department are presented only in a card

version, there is not any electronic version so far.

The National Library of Russia has the biggest collections of the Russian
pre-Revolutionary printed boks. In our research we dwell also on the

pre-Revolutionary editions.

Before the revolution there existed a great number of periodicals
reflecting life of the Muslim communities of Russia. The most part of them
were printed in the native languages of the Muslim peoples of Russia and
they can be found in the Department of the national Literature (in the
Languages of the non-Slavic peoples of Russia). We shall dwell upon the
contents of those collections later on. The most interesting of the Russian

language periodicals are the journals “Foreign Review" (“Inorodcheskoye
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Obozrenie").-Kazan, 1912-1917. and "The World of Islam" ("Mir
Islama”).-St. Petersburg, 1912-1914. The magazines have materials about
the life of the communities, and their spiritual and secular life, news of the
Muslim world. The full complexes of these editions are stored in the
Department of Russian Journals in the National Library of Russia. A lot of
factual materials can be found in the newspaper "The Turkmenian Record”
("Turkmenskie Vedomosty"”) which was edited in Russian since 1870 in
Tashkent. That newspaper was accompanied with supplements printed in
the languages of the Muslim peoples of the Middle Asia. All the issues of
the newspaper are stored in the Newspaper Department of the National

Library of Russia.

Among the information sources there are also address books covering
different towns of Russia and the USSR. Address books edited in the 20s
and 30s years are especially valuable. It is known that in Russian cities
representatives of national Muslim communities lived in definite areas
together. And if there was no mosque in the town the prayer hall was
arranged in one of the town buildings in the residential area of the Muslim
community. At those prayer halls there were also primary schools where
children could learn the Arab alphabet, Koran. and other basic things of the
culture. Later in the 60s new residential areas were constructed and the
members of the community were scattered in different parts of the city and
live connections inside the local Muslim communities grew feeble. All
those changes could be followed with the help of the address books, such as
"All the St. Petersburg”. The full collection of address books of Russia and
the USSR is located in the Central Reference Library of the National
Library of Russia.
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2.2. Review of the language collections of the literature of the
peoples of Russia & the former USSR in the Department of national

(non-Slavic) literature of the National Library of Russia

The Department of national Literature belonging to the peoples of
Russia had been founded in 1949 after the Oriental Department was divided.
On IstJanuary 1998 the Department stock was numbering 1,5units (books,
newspapers and magazines). There is literature in 90 languages. The
collection is arranged according to the language. Books, newspapers and
journals are stored separately. The Department catalogues are also organised
in accordance with the language. The catalogues are not transferred into the
electronic form, though that work will be fulfilled in near future only. In the
general catalogues of the library (the General Alphabetical Catalogue, the
Subject Catalogue, the Classification Catalogue) the main part of the
literature is not reflected at all but for the editions with a title page not only
a native language but in the Russian, or some other European language as
well. In accordance with the theme of the research we are making the survey
of the collections of the Department of Muslim Literature of Russia and the
former USSR. All the collections of the Department are acceptable to all the
readers of the National Library of Russia. There are no any limitations
whatsoever. The editions kept in the stocks could be taken through the
international interlibrary borrowing service, it is also allowed to make
copies. One thing makes it difficult to read the books of the Muslim
communities of Russia, which is characteristic of all the editions, - it is the
existence of the three alphabetical bases. Most of the readers read the
literature in the native language printed on the basis of the Russian alphabet

and do not apply to the editions printed on the basis of the Arab or Latin
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alphabet. A lot of them, e.g., the Tatars living in St. Petersburg, read only in
Russian or in Tatar presented with the help of the Russian alphabet So they
cannot read all the rich pre-Revolutionary editions printed on the Arab

basis.

Before the revolution the most part of books, newspapers and journals of
the Muslim communities of Russia were printed in the Arab alphabet basis.
So there is an opinion among the researchers that printing books written in
the native languages of the Muslim communities with the help of the
Cyrillic alphabet was one of the ways to deprive them of their native
language ‘and make them use Russian. For the Muslim peoples of Russia the
special alphabet based on the Russian graphics was designed, the
dictionaries were printed and translations of the Russian literature as well.
The political course aiming at the Russian orientation ofthe other peoples is
defined in the resolutions of the State Duma in 1907: “We must by all
means teach the aliens the Russian language so that in each generation it
grew closer to them, and our Russian culture became theirs." The politics of
wiping off the national culture and religious traditions continued after the
revolution under the slogan of constructing the new historical community of
people - "the soviet people”. Sometimes ideological reasons distorted the
facts. So in "The Soviet Encyclopaedia” it says that the Dargin language had
had no written language before the revolution. ("The Soviet Encyclopaedia”
volume7-M., 1972). But in the Department there are two pre-Revolutionary
books in the Dargin language printed in Petrovsk (Makhatchkala) on the
basis of the Arab alphabet.

Nowadays some of the traditionally Muslim republics which used to be

Soviet passed on to the Latin alphabet. Since 1993 it is introduced in
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Azerbaidjan and Uzbekistan. Turkmenia has passed on to the Latin
alphabet, and Tatarstan is going to do it. It is sure to result in disconnecting

the community oft the modern written culture of the people once again.

The Azerbaijan Stock:

The Collection of books in the Azerbaijan language is numbering
48thousand units. There are collections of newspapers and journals in the
Azerbaijan language. Then to the law making all the publishing houses send
one copy of each edition to the National Library the Library has quite a full
complex of Azerbaijanian newspapers and journals covering the period
from the end of the 20s to 1989. The Azerbaijanian literature like all the
printed products of the Muslim communities living on the territory of the
Russian Empire and the USSR has three written bases - the Arab, the Latin

and the Russian ones.

The Reference Apparatus for the Azerbaijanian collection consists of the
Classification catalogue of books, the Language Catalogue divided into
books, newspapers and journals. Books written in the Azerbaijanian
language are also presented in general catalogue of the Department in the

order of Russian alphabet.

The Department has about 3thousand books printed on the basis of the
Arab alphabet. 9 thousand books of the collection were printed in the period
from the Mid 20s to 1937 on the basis of the Latin alphabet.

There are about 950 books in the Azerbaijanian language edited before

the revolution on the basis of the Arab alphabet. The most part of them -
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about 400 - is fiction. They are poems, historical novels, and plays. The next
big part of them is religious literature. They are sermons, admonitions,
religious treatises, collected prayers, readers in Koran. The books were
printed not only in Baku, Gyanja, but also in Daghestan. So the book called
"Essential Islam" was published in the Azerbaijanian language in
Temirkhan-Shura (now Buinaksk) in Mavraev's Publishing House in 1911.
All in all there are about 100 pre-Revolutionary books in the Department.
Among them are such books as "The History of the Islam Culture” by
Zeidan published in 1913 in Baku.

The next biggest group of books are textbooks - about 80 titles. It is
important that most of the books are concerned with the history of Islam,
traditional Muslim education, Muslim moral. In the Department there are
pre-Revolutionary books on shariat laws and history of Azerbaijan and its
neighbours (in the language). Some of the most interesting books are
Reports of the Muslim Societies which were working in the field of
popularising literacy. For the Azerbaijanian books were printed also in
Russia, Armenia, Georgia, Tataria - we can have an opinion about the life of

the Muslim Azerbaijan communities in the Russian Empire.

The books of the Department printed after the revolution in the period
from the end of the 20s to the end of the 50s is very much influences by the
cruel pressure of the communist ideology. Though we can find in them a lot
of interesting facts about the life of Azerbaijan Muslim community in the
USSR. First of all it is true about the bibliographic editions, official
documents regulating the life of the Azerbaijanian people. E.g..in 1921 the
very valuable bibliographic edition by Mamed-Zade "The Azerbaijanian
Turk Books Printed from 1875 to 1921" was published in Baku.
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A very valuable in formation about the life of the Azerbaijanian people
and Azerbaijani Muslim communities in the Russian Empire can be found

in the Azerbaijanian newspapers and journals.

All the Azerbaijanian pre-revolutionary newspapers and journals of the
Department were printed on the basis of the Arab alphabet. The Department

has the folloWing pre-Revolutionary newspapers:

"Asar hégigat." (The truthful compositions)-Baku. (1911N1.1912N1.)

“Achik Sez (The clear word). -Baku. (1915 NN1-74. 1916 NN75-183,
185-212, 214-240, 242-250, 252-264, 267, 269, 271, 273-321, 323, 344,
346-358, 360-364.1917NN365-374, 373, 376, 377, 379-388, 391, 393-405,
408-414, 416-423, 425-431, 435-445, 448-452, 454-456, 458, 459, 461-474,
477, 479, 480, 482, 484-487, 489-492, 495-546, 549-553, 559-564, 566,
568, 569, 575, 578-580, 590, 591, 593-597.).

"Baku hdyaty" ( The life of Baku) -Bku. (1912 NN 1-4.).

"Basirat" (The vigilance) -Baku. (1914 NN 1-35. 1915 NN 36-63, 65-73.
1916 NN 74-102, 104-131. 1917 NN 132-140, 142-149, 151, 152, 154-166,
168-173,175.) .

"Hoommet".-Baku; Astrakhan. (1917 NN 1-3. 1919 NN 17, 21, 26. 1920
NN 35.). "Digru soz" (The truly word). -Baku. { 1916 NN 1-10, 12-24,
26-37. 1917 NN38-40.).

"Ziay" (The light). -Thilist. (1879 NN 1-4. 1880 NN 5-18, 20-30.).

"Ziay-i-Cavcasia” ( The brightness of Caucasus) -Obilisi. ( 1880-1881
NN 1-3. 1881-1882 NN 1-4, 5-31. 1883 NN 32, 2-31. 1884 NN 2-4, 6, 10.).

Akinchy (The sower). -Baku. ( 1875 NN 2-12. 1876 NN 1-24. 1877 NN
1-20.). "Igbal" (The bliss). -Baku. (1912 NN 1-249. 1913 NN 250-543.
1914 NN 544-827. 1915 NN 828-923.).



Muslim Communities of Russia: The information Sources 17

"Igdam” (The enterprise).-Baku. (1914NN [-9. 1915 NN 10-72.).

"Irshad (The guide.-Baku. (1906NN21, 39, 102-122, 125-140, 142, 143,
145-153, 155-159, 161-171, 173-179, 182-186, 188-195, 197-205, 207-220,
224-230, 232, 234-245, 247-252, 254-256, 259-281, 283-294,
296.1907NN3-25, 27-49, 51-70, 72-88, 90-115, 116-131. 1908NN1-95.) .

Ittifag" (Unity) -Baku. (1908 NN 3-25. 1909 NN 1-226.).

"Ishig" (Light). -Baku. ( 1912 NN 2-4, 6-13.).

"Yeny igbal" (The new bliss).-Baku. (1915NN1-196.1916NN 197-388,
390-470, 472-494.1917NN495-505, 507, 508, 509-552, 555-560, 562, 563,
565-567, 569-579, 581-586, 588, 591, 593, 594, 596-597, 599-605, 608,
609, 611, 613-655, 657-662.).

"Yeny Igdam” (The new enterprise) -Baku. (1915 NN 1-40, 42-103, 105,
106, 108-154.)

"Yeny irshad” (The new guid) -Baku. (1911 NN 1-83, 85-100. 1912 NN
4-53).

"Yeny Hagigat" (The new truth) -Baku. ( 1911 NN 3-44.).

"Eeshkul"-Obilisi. ( 1883-1891 NN 9-123.).

“Kunesh."-Baku. (1910 NN 4-70, 72-104. 1911 NN 1-17.).

"Mazgar" (The Apparitions). -Obilisi. ( 1908 NN 1-7, 8. 1909 NN 1-11,
13. 1910 NN 14-17. 1911 NN 1. 1912 NN1. 1913 NN 1. 1914 NN 1. 1915
NN 2-7. 1916NN1. 1917 NN1.). " falumat" (The News). -Baku. (1911 NN
1-42). "fusavat” (The Equality). -Baku. (1917 NN 1, 3.).

"Nidjat" (The Rescud). -Baku. (1910 NN 1-6. 1911 NN 7-58, 60.
1912NN 1-26.) "Palahduz”. -Baku. ( 1910 NN 1-11. 1911 NN 1-2, 4-10.).

"Sada" (The Voice). -Baku. (1909 NN 1-69. 1910 NN 1-24, 26-27,
29-65, 67-264.1911 NN1-146.).
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"Saday Cavkaz" (The voice of Caucasus).

-Baku. (1915 NN 1-72, 74-81, 83-88, 90-139, 141-169, 171-176. 1916
NN 1-29.).

"Saday hag" (The voice of verity). -Baku. ( 1912 NN 1-238. 1913 NN
1-300. 1914 NN 1-301. 1915 NN 1-122.).

" Sovgat" (The Gift). -Baku. ( 1916 NN 1-29, 31-53, 55-79, 81-98. 1917
NN 99-108, 110-121, 123-132, 134-149, 151-155, 157, 158, 164, 169-175,
181-183, 185-188, 190, 192-197, 200-210.) .

" Son habar" (The last news). -Baku. ( 1915 NN 1-35. 1916 NN 36-37.).

"Taza habar" ( The new news). -Baku. (1912 NN 4-58, 60-88. 1914 NN
1-3. 1915 NN 4-25.).

“Oaza heyat" (The new life).-Baku. (1907NN12, 14-29, 31-115,
117-136, 138-146, 148-168, 170-209. 1908 N 210.NN 2-7, 9-36, 38-111,
113-230.).

"Oarakky" (The progress). -Baku. (1908 NN 4-9, 11-20, 22-38, 42,
46-76, 80-112, 114-128. 1909 NN 1-97, 99-196, 198-225.).

" Hagigat" (The truth) . -Baku. (1909 NN 1-6. 1910 NN 1-143,
145-158, 160-164.).

"Hagigat afkar” (The thoughts of truth) -Baku. (1911 NN 1-11. 1912 NN
1-8.). "Heyat" (The life) -Baku. ( 1905 NN 1-6, 8-12, 14-17, 20-131. 1906
NN1-25, 27-82, 84, 86-179, 181-192.).

"Hameyat" (The Attachment). -Astrakhan. ( 1907 NN 1-7.).

"Hilal (The Moon). -Baku. ( 1910 NN 1-2. 1911 NN 1-3.)." "Charigchy"
(Web-footer) . -Baku. ( 1911 NN 1-12, 14-16. 1912 NN 17-21.). " "Shargee
Rus" (The Russian East). -?bilisi. ( 1903 NN 1-115. 1904 NN1-13, 15-74,



Muslim Communities of Russia: The information Sources 19

77-79, 81-86, 89-99, 101, 102, 104, 106-119, 121, 124, 204-209, 211-216,
218-220, 222-224, 226-228, 230-237, 239-241, 243-247, 249-253,
255-263.).

In the Department there are the following magazines:

Ari (The bee).-Baku. (1910 NN1, 2.1911 NN3-13.).

Babay-ameer (the Joker).-Baku. (1915 NN1-31. 1916 NN1-29.).

Bakhul.-Baku. (1907 NN2-9.).

Burhany-Hagigat (The Argumeht of Truth).

Erivan. (1917 NN 2-3).

Débistan (The School).-Baku. (1906 NN1-5.).

Dirlik (The Life).-Baku. (1914 NN2-7. 1915 NN9, 12-17.1916 NN2-9.).

Yeni flewzat (The new blessing).-Baku. (1910 NN2-11. 1911 NN 1-10.).

Zanbur (Thewasp).-Baku. (1909 NN 1-40, 42. 1910 NN 1-28.).

The Mirror.-Baku. (1910 NN1-5.)

Kel-niyat.-Baku. (1912 NN1-17, 19-31. 1913 NN1-6.).

Lek-Lek.-Arivan. (1914 NN 1-12.).

Maktab (The school).- Baku. (1911 NNI-3.1912 NN4-22.1913
NN1-22.1914 NN1-20.1915 NN1-15.1916 NN1-8, 11.).

Molla-Nasreddin.-Baku. (1906 NN1-39.1907 NN1-48.1908
NN1-52.1909 NN1-52. 1910 NN1-42. 1911/1912 NN 1-47. 1913 NN1-29.
1914 NN1-25.).

Rechber (The guide).-Baku. (1906 NN1-3.1907 N 5.).

Tuty (The Parrot).-Baku. (1914 NN1.1915 NN2-7, 9-45.1916 NN1-42,
44-46.1917 NN1-10, 12-13, 17-21.).

Flewzat (The blessing).-Baku. (1906 NN1-6.1907 NN7-15, 17-32.).

Hak-yely (the Way of Truth).-Baku. (1911 NN1-3.1912 NN4-21.).
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Shalala (The Waterfall).-Baku. (1913 NN1-47.1914 Nn1-9.).
Shehaby Sagib (The Lighting).-Baku. (1911 NN2-8.).

The Bashkirs stock

The Collection of books in the Bashkir language is numbering over
12thousand editions. There is also a collection of newspapers and journals.
The Reference Apparatus for the Bashkirian collection consistsof the
Classification catalogue of books divided into books, newspapers and
journals. Books written in the Bashkirian language are also presented in
general catalogue of the Department in the Russian alphabet order of the
titles. In the Collection there are about 600 Bashkirian books printed on the
basis of the Arab alphabet. Mainly those are books printed in the 20s,
beginning of the 30s. Those are agitation books translated from Russian,
popular science editions, books on agriculture, decrees of the new power.
There are only few pre-Revolutionary books - about 10titles only. The
following editions of the beginning of the 30s may be interesting -
"Directory for the Commission Checking the Lists of Persons of Citizens
Deprived of Their Rights". It is known that such people as clergymen were
deprived of their rights in that period. There are about 2thousand editions

printed in the 20s, beginning of the 30s on the basis of the Latin alphabet.

In the 90s they started publishing Bashkirian books on Islam. In 1996 in
Ufa the book by Bikbulatov "Lessons of Religion" (edition of 1917) is
reprinted. In 1993 in Ufa Koran is printed in the Arab and the Bashkirian
languages. In 1994 in Ufa the book "The Muslim Rights" is published. All

those editions are presented in the Collection. The information about the life
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of the Bashkirian communities before the revolution can be found in the
Tatar periodicals of that period which is very well presented in the
Department.

The Kazakhs stock

The National Library Collection of books in the Kazakh language is
numbering over 37thousand units. There are about 3,Sthousand editions
printed on the basis of the Arab alphabet. 6000f them were printed before
1917. They passed on to the Latin alphabet in 1928, but few books were
printed in the Arab alphabet till the 50s. In the end of the 30s they passed on
to the Russian alphabet. There is also a s collection of the newspapers and
journals. From the second part of the 20s and to the end of the USSR the
Library used to get all the printed products in the Kazakh language
according to the Law. The Reference Apparatus for the Kazakh Collection
consists of the Classification Catalogue of books divided into books,
newspapers and journals. The Kazakh books are also presented in the
general catalogue in the order of the Russian alphabet.

Before the revolution the Kazhakh books were printed in Kazan,
Moscow, Orenburg, Petropavlovsk, Semipalatinsk. Tashkent, Ufa. Only
some of the pre-Revolutionary Kazakh books of the National Library
collection are printed in the Russian alphabet. Among them are the heroic
epic book "Er-Targhyn" published in 1862 by Nikolai Ilmensky, an
Orientals and the creator of the Christian Tatar schools. It is one of the
oldest books of the Kazakh Collection.

We have looked through 610 pre-Revolutionary edition. The most part

of them is fiction. Those are folk epic books, religious poems, plays. There
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are over 10reprint editions of the lyrical poem "The Girl Named Zhibek".
About 60editions on religion - religious treatises and textbooks. There are
24books for children, 15editions of textbooks, 10books on ethnography of
the Kazakh people.

In the National Library Collection there are the following
pre-Revolutionary newspapers in the Kazakh language:

Alash.-Tashkent. (1916NN 1-5.1917 NN 6-22.).

Birlik tuy. (The Banner of unity).-Tashkent. (1917 N8, 10-14, 16.).

Dala vilajaty gazety (The Kirghiz steppe newspaper).-Omsk. (1888
NN1-52.1889 NN1-52. 1890 NN 1-52. 1891 NN 1-51. 1892 NN1-52. 1893
NN1-22.1894 NN 1-51. 1895 NN 1-49. 1896 NN 1-52. 1897 NN 1-51. 1898
NN 1-52. 1899 NN 1-52. 1900 NN 1-52. 1901 NN 1-52. 1902 NN 1-12.).

Turkestan vilajaty gazety (Turkestan newspaper).- St.Petersburg;
Tashkent. (1870 NN 1-8.1871 NN 1-24. 1872 NN 1-24 1873 NN 1, 2, 5-25.
1874 NN 2-8, 10, 12-24. 1875 NN 1-31. 1876 NN 1-33. 1877 NN 1-33.
1879 NN 1--28. 1880 NN 1-25. 1881 NN 1-24. 1882 NN 1-24.).

Kazak.-Orenburg. (1913 NN 1-44. 1914 NN 45-92. 1915 NN 93-163.
1916-1917 NN 164-219.).

Kazahkstan.-Uralsk. ( 1911 NN 1 (16/3), 2 (27/5), 1 (15/9), 2 (1/12), 3
(15/12) .1912 NN 4-12. 1913 NN 1-2.)

The Department also has the Kazakh magazine printed before the
revolution on the basis of the Arab alphabet - "Ay-kap", - Troitsk. (1911 NN
1-12.1912 NN1-14. 1913 NN1-24. 1914 NN1-24. 1915 NN 1-14.).

From 1928 to 1938 the Latin alphabet was used in Kazakh books. In the
collections of the National Library of Russia there are about 6000books
printed on the basis of the Latin alphabet. Those are resolutions of the party



Muslim Communities of Russia: The information Sources 23

organs, decrees of the local administration, Communist leaders’ works.
There are a lot of textbooks, translations of the Russian classical literature.
One can judge the contents of the books with the help of the titles. Before
the revolution there were a lot of reprints of the poem "Get up, Kazakh!",
but in that period the names of the collected poems do not sound solemn any

more and look so sweet - "Wake up, Kazakh Shepherd!"

In spite of the ideological orientation many of the books printed after
the revolution give the research workers some material to study the ife of
Kazakhs. E.g., Some information about confiscation of property were
printed, as a result of that confiscation a lot of Kazakhs turned out to be on
the verge of death. Now such a booklet as "Why Each Peasant Must Join the
Society of Friendship with the Force" seems very funny, but in the end of

the 20s a friendship like that was compulsory.

The Kirghiz stock

In the Department there are about l4thousand books in the Kirghiz
language. 2,5 thousand of them were printed on the basis of the Latin

alphabet. Those books were printed in the period from 1926 to 1939.

There are about 500Kirghiz books printed on the basis of the Arab
alphabet in the period from 1924 to 30s. The Department has a very full
collection of magazines and newspapers in the Kirghiz language for the

period when Kirhizia was a part of the USSR.

The Reference apparatus for the Kirghiz Collection consists of the
Classification Catalogue of Books, separate Alphabet Catalogues for books,

magazines and newspapers. The Kirghiz books are reflected also in the
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General Catalogue of the Department provided with descriptions both in the

Kirghizian and Russian languages.

Most of the Kirghizian books presented in the Collection, printed on the
basis of the Arab alphabet, are documents of the new administration, and
Rules of different Communist organisations. There are also textbooks, and

agricultural literature.

In the period from the end of the 20s to the beginning of the 30s books
were printed on the basis of the Latin alphabet. They are woks by the
Kirghizian tellers - Toktogul, Togoloko Moldo, the epic work "Manas", the
epic poems "Kurmanbek”, "Janysh-Baiysh”, "Er-Tabyldy" and athers. But
the most of the books presented in the Collection are printed on the basis of
the Russian alphabet.

Kirghizian books of the Collection printed before the revolution on the
basis of the Russian alphabet are the result of the orthodox missionary work.
Those books were printed in Kazan.

The National Library of Russia has a full collection of Kirghizian books
of the Soviet period, for the Library used to get all the printed production in
accordance with the law. The science of history was very much influenced
by the Communist ideology. Information concerning such aspects of the
people’s life as national traditions and the Muslim ethics, was presented in
the editions of that period in a negative way.

The Crimean Tatars stock

The Collection of Books in the Crimean Tatar language numbers
3870units. There is also a collection of newspapers and magazines. The
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reference apparatus for the Collection of Books in the Crimean Tatar
language consists of the classification Cathalogue for books, the language
catalogue divided into books, newspapers and magazines. The books are
also presented in the General Catalogue of the Department in the order of
the Russian alphabet. In the Department there is literature for the period
from the last third of the 19thcentury to the present time. The common thing
is characteristic of it, as of all the printed production of the Muslim
communities of Russia 19th- 20th centuries, - the three alphabets - Arab,

Latin and Rusian.

Until the end of the 20s the Crimean Tatar book, newspapers and
magazines were printed on the basis of the Arab alphabet. In the
Department there are separate issues of such newspapers as
"Vetan-Khadimi" of 1908, "Milet" (People), issues of 1906 and 1917, of the
political literature newspaper newspaper printed in Bakhtchisaray. The
Department has nearly all the issues fo the newspaper "Terjiman"
(Translator) for the period from 1883 to 1884 and from 1906 to 1917,
printed in Bakhtchisaray by the famous enlightener Ismail Gasprinsky. It is
interesting that even nowadays representatives of the St. Petersburg
Crimean Tatar Community apply to that newspaper, making copies of some
of its materials. The importance of that edition for Muslim of Russia was so
great that some of the materials of "Terjiman" were printed in the languages
of the Muslim communities of the Middle Asia and Azerbaijan. The
Department has the following issues of pre revolutionary newspapers

printed in the Crimean Tatar language on the basis of the Arab alphabet:
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Vetan-hadimy.-Karasybazar. (1908 NN 2, 20-22.).

Millet (The people).-Bahchisaray. (1906 Oct.).

Terdjiman (Translator).-Bahchisaray. (1883 NN1-29.1884 NN1-47. 1889
NN2-5.1890 NN 20.1906 NN1-146. 1907 NN 1-50, 52-86. 1908 NN 1-81.
1909 NN 1-52. 1910 NN 1-52. 1911 NN 1-52. 1912 NN 1-40, 1-63. 1913
NN 1-287. 1914 NN 1-66, 68-132, 134-157, 160-268. 1915 NN 1-73,
75-286. 1916 NN 1-113, 115-117, 119-145, 147-148, 150-152, 154-160,
162-165, 167-181, 183, 185-187, 188-194, 196-256, 258-269, 271-276,
278-279.1917 NN 1-35, 37-42, 44-50, 66, 68, 70, 76-79, 133-141, 144-180,
182-191, 194-205, 207, 208, 214-232.).

The Department has about 200 books in the Crimean Tatar language,
printed before 1917. The oldes one is that printed in 1832 in Kazan - it is the
book by Seyid Mukhammed Risa "Asseb O-Sseyar”, or "Seven Planets,
containing the history of the Crimean khans from 1466 to 1737". The
Crimean Tatar book was mainly printed before the revoltion of 1917 in
Bakhtchisaray (the Crimea). In the Collection of the Department there are
Crimean Tatar books printed in Kishinev, Odessa, St. Petersburg. Among
them are valuable from the historical point of view "Materials for the
History of the Crimean Khanate" from the archive of the Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Russia, printed in 1864 in St. Petersburg.

As to the contents the quarter of the pre revolutionary editions are
religious ones. They are Koran readers, the history of Isiam, directories for
pilgrims. The next biggest part of the pre revolutionary Collection of books

are textbooks for the Muslim schools. In the Collection there are also
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children's books, bibliographies of Tatar books, books on medicine,
geographic tours. There are also editions of the government committees and
institutions. The Collection also has reprints from "Terjiman” concerning

heredity cases of the Tatars considered at Russian courts.

After the revolution till 1927 Crimean Tatar books were printed on the
basis of the Arab alphabet. They are decrees of the new administration,
school textbooks, agricultural literature. 1928 the Latin alphabet was
introduced and it existed till 1937. In the stocks of the National Library of
Russia there are over 1500Crimean Tatar books printed on the basis of the
Latin alphabet. The ideological influence of the new administration in that
period grew stronger. In that period the very characteristic name of selected
poems was “Songs of the Happy Generation". The National Library of
Russia has only few books in the Crimean Tatar language for the period
from 1942 to 60s. In 70s-80s the Crimean Tatar literature was printed in
Tashkent and the National Library of Russia has almost every edition of that

period.

The Tatars stock

The Department has over 34thousand books in the Tatar language. There
is also a very good collection of newspapers and magazines printed in the
Tatar language in Russia. The reference apparatus consists of the
Classification Catalogue of Books, the Language Alphabet Catalogue of
books, newspapers and magazines. The book stock is also reflected in the
General Catalogue of the Department in the order of the Russian alphabet of

the titles.
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The Tatar books were acquired by the Public Empire Library in a very
early period. In the Library report for 1810 it was mentioned that there were
still unclassified 175 books in oriental languages, among which were books
in the Tatar language. The books were to go under censorship and only after
that were acquired by the stock. The oldest book in the Tatar language
presented in the National Library of Russia is "The Decree of Catherine II"
edited in St. Petersburg in 1780 About Striving of the Tatar Nation for
Culture, for Preservation of the National and Muslim Traditions, gives
evidence of a great number of books, newspapers and magazines printed
before the revolution in the Tatar language. In 1913 there were printed more
books in the Tatar language than in 1990. Since the 16thcentury, after the
fall of the Kazan Khanate, Tatars were settling in the Russian Empire.
Before the revolution Tatars were settling in definite areas of Russian
towns, which helped preserve the national and religious traditions. E.g., in
St. Petersburg they lived since the foundation of the city in 1703. That
nation was very easy to enter all the areas of the Russian life from business
to the service in the Emperor's best military units. Information on life of the
Tatar communities in Russia is contained first of all in the periodicals of
that period. In the Tatar periodicals there is a lot of information on other
Muslim communities of Russia. Sometimes it is only the Tatar periodicals
that gives such information. In 1905 the first Tatar newspaper "Nur” was
printed in St. Petersburg. It was edited by Akhun Bayazitov. The newspaper
published his materials on Islam, and wrote about spiritual, business and
social life of the Tatar community of St. Petersburg. It presented some
materials on the life of Muslim Communities in Russia and abroad, printed
some official documents and laws concerning the life of the Mours of

Russia. The newspaper was necessary both to Tatarsaé and other Muslim
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communities of the North-West of Russia, separated from the Muslim
centres, so that people living there were forgetting their native language and

did not know the Arab alphabet.

The literature printed on the basis of the Arab and Latin alphabet is
separated neither in the Catalogues nor in the Stocks of the Department. The
literature printed on the basis of the Arab and of Latin alphabet was printed
till the mid 20s when the special Tatar Latin alphabet was worked out and

introduced.

The alphabet on Russian graphic basis d?esn't satisfy some part of
modern Tatar scientist and politicians. There exist already a decision of
returning to Tatar alphabet on Latin basis. As a consequence the majority of
the Tatar living outside Tatarstan will again experience difficulties while

reading modern Tatar press.

It was already before the revolution of 1917 Tatar books and periodicals
had been publshed both on Arabic and Russian graphic basis.
Christian-Tatar are known to live in Tatarstan. It is easy to distinct
pre-revolutionary sources of Tatar Christian community by Russian graphic
basis. There are about thousand of pre-revolutionary editions on Tatar
devoted to the problems of faith in the Department. About 200 are written
on Russian graphic basis. These are books on Christianity for Russian
Orthodox Tatars. About 800 pre-revolutionary Tatar books in the
Department are printed on Arabic graphic basis. These are books on Islam.
and prayer-books. collections of sermons, delivered in mosques, religious
verses, and books on Muslim holidays. There are 30 reprint editions of Sufi

treatise by Allajar Sufi "The Support of the Weak".
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The majority of 1000 pre-revolutionary fiction books are printed on
Arabic graphic basis. Russian graphics of Tatar language was used in books
and newspapers which were published for Christian Tatars. We have not

found any exceptions while studying Tatar stock in the Department.

The Department has the following pre-revolutionary Tatar's journals
printed on the basis of the Arab alphabet:
Akmulla.-Troick. ( 1911-1912 NN 1-9. 1913 NN 20-32. 1914 NN 33-41.
1915-1916 NN42-51.).
Ag-yul (The Bright way): Journal for children.-Kazan. (1913-1914
NNI1-24. 1914 NN1-17. 1915 NN1-24. 1916 NN1, 2.).
An (The conscience).-Kazan. (1912-1913 NN 1-24.1914-1915 NNI-24.
1915 NN1-24. 1916 NN1-24. 1917 NN1, 11/12. 1918 NN 1.).
Balalar donyasi (The childs world).-Kazan . (1917 NN I, 2, 5, 6, 7. 1918
NN 8.).
ad-Din val-ad?b (The religious education). -Kazan . (1906 1 NN1-3, 5-12.
1907 I NNI13, 14. 1907 II NN1-14. 1908 III NN 1-7. 1913 [II NN §-24.
1913 TY NNI-3. 1914 IY NNS5-19. 1914 Y NN 1.1915 Y 2-20. 1915
YI1-3.1916 YINN 4-16.1916 YIINN 1-4.1917 YINN 5. 6, 9.).
Din va magishat (The faith and life).-Orenburg. ( 1909-1916. 50 number in
year. 1917NN 1-8, 16, 32-34, 45-47, 50.).
Iktisad (Theeconomy) .- Orenburg. (1909NN1-3, 8, 10-12. 1910NN3-
12.191INNI1-12.1912 NN1-9. 1913 NN 1-6.).
Kandala (The bug). -Tomsk. (1918 NN 1, 2.).
Karmak (The fisfing-rod).- Orenburg. (1915 NN 1-24. 1916 NN 1-2.4. 1917
NN 1-4))
Magarif (The enlightment).-Astrakhan. (1909-1910 NN 1-14.).
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Maglumat.-Ufa . (1908 NN 1-22.1909 NN 23-44.1910 NN 45-61.1915/1916
NN1-22.1917 NN 8.).

Maglumat-i gididia.-Ufa. (1911 /1912 NN 1-16.).

Maktap (The school).-Kazan. (1913 NN1-15.1914 NN1-10.).

Rossia saudase. ( The Russian commerce).-Kazan. (1914 NN 1-12.1915 NN
1-12.)

Soyem-Bika. -Kazan. (1913 NN 1-4. 1914 NN 5-24.1915 NN 1-5. 1916 NN
6-24. 1916/1917 NN 1-4. 1917NN §, 6, 9.).

Tup (The cannon).-Astrakhan. (1907 NN 1-3.).

T?ribia (The education).-Kazan. (1908 NN 1-4.).

T7ribia-i atfal (The education and children). -Moscow. (1907NN 1-5.).

Ufa kooperatori. -Ufa. (1917 NN 1-3.).

Ufa agricultures list. -Ufa. (1914 NN 1-27. 1915 NN 1-36. 1916NN 1-33.
19-7 NN 14-19, 32-33.).

Hokuk ve hayat (The law and life). - K?zan. ( 1913 NN 1-5. 1914 NN 1.).
Chayat (The scorpio).- Tashkent. ( 1917 NN 3, 6.).

Chukech.-Orenburg. (1909NN 71, 74, 75. 1910 NN 77, 78.).

Shura. - Orenburg. (1908 NN 1, 3-4, 6-16, 18.1909 -1915. 24 numbers in
year. 1916 NN1-7, 9-24. 1917 NN 1-4, 8-24.).

Yaz (The spring). -Orenburg (1907 N 1.).

Yalt-ult (The glitter).-Kazan. (1910 NN 1-19.1911 NN 20-30. 1912 NN
31-35, 36-48. 1913 NN 49-64. 1914 NN 65-83. 1915 NN 84-102. 1916 NN
103-116, 118-122. 1918 NN 123.).

Yashen (The lighting).- Kazan. (1908 NN 1-5. 1909 NN 6-10.).

The Department has the following pre-revolution?ry tatar's newspapers:
Azad (The free).-Kazan. (1906 NN 1-56).

Azad halyk (The free people).-Kazan. (1906 NN1-15.).
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Astrakhan Telegraphy).-Astrakhan. (1915 N1)
Bajanulhak (The explanation of truth).- Kazan. (1906 NNI1-111. 1907
NN112-135, 137-264.1908NN265-413.1909 NN414-524, 526-560.1910
NNS561-706.1911 NN707-955.1912 NN956-1157. 1913 NN
1158-1288.1914 NN1289-1307.).
Beznen il. (Our Land)-Moscow. (1916 NN 1-7. 1917 NN8-14.).
Borhan-i taraqqi (The progressive word).-Astrakhan. (1906NN 31-57.
1907NNS58-120, 1-5.1908 NN6-61.
1909NN62-109.1910 NN110-128.1911 NN129-146.).
Vaqit (The time).-Orenburg. (1907 NN 238-261.1908 NN264-268, 270-303,
305-315, 317-330, 337-378, 380-385, 387-390, 392-393, 395-397, 399-400,
402-413.1909 NN414-418, 420-463, 465-496, 498, 500-503, 505-507,
510-560.1910 Nn561-712.1911 NN713-898.1912 NN 899-1095. 1913 NN
1096-1379. 1914 NN 1380-1667. 1915 NN1668-1763, 1765-1952. 1916 NN
1953-2151.1917 NN2152-2184, 2203-2300.1918 NN2302-2308.).
Duma.-St.Petersburg. (1907 NN 1-6).
al-Galam-i-moslimin (The Muslim world). -Ufa. (1906 NN1-40.1907 NN1,
2.).
Idel (The Volga).-Astrakhan. (1907 NN1-8, 10-14.1908 NN15-66, 68-105,
107-116.1909 NN 117-216. 1910 NN 217-315. 1911 NN 316-414. 1912 NN
415-514, 1913 NN515-616. 1914 NN617-623.).

(The Homeland).-St.Petersburg. (1913 NN1-9.1914 NN10-55. 1915NN
56-89.1917NN 72.).
Islax (The reform).-Astrakhan. (1907 NN 1-3.).
al-Islax (The reform). -Kazan. ( 1907 NN1-2, 4-12.1908 NN 13-14, 16-55.
1909 NN 56-61, 63-68.).
Yoldiz (The star). -Kazan. (1906 NN 1-70. 1907 NN 71-209. 1908 NN
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210-346. 1909 NN 347-485. 1910 NN 486-626. 1911 NN 627-773. 1912
NN 774-924. 1913 NN 925-1093. 1914 NN1094-139. 1915 NN 1340-1582.
1916 NN 1583-1735. 1917 NN 1736-1762, 1764-1781, 1783-1784,
1810-1824, 1826-1832, 1834-1838, 18401841.1843, 1845-1855, 1858-1859.
1918 NN 1860-1900.).

Qazan moxbire (The Kazan herald).-Kazan. (1905 NN 1-18. 1906 NN
19-196. 1907 NN 197-261. 1908 NN 262-310. 1909 NN 311-359. 1910 NN
360-404. 1911 NN405-416.).

Qoyash (The sun).-Kazan, (1912 NN 1-12. 1913 NN 13-301. 1914
NN302-594. 1915 NN 595-884. 1916 NN 885-1037, 1039-1061. 1917 NN
1062-1102, 1104-1107, 1109-1122, 1124-1130, 1132-1149, 1151-1162,
1164-1175. 1918 NN 1231-1234. ).

Mizan (The scales). -Astrakhan. (1908 N 1. 1909 NN 2-24.).

Nur (The light).- St.Petersburg. (1905 -1914 NN 1-310.).

Rus va moselman moxbire (Russian-Muslim herald).- Kazan. (1909
NN1-3.1910 N1.).

Siberia. -Tomsk. (1912 NN1-59. 1913 NN 60-145.).

Sugish Chabarlare. (in russian graphic base)-Vyatka. (1916 NN1-14. 1917
NN 1-4, 6-7, 11/12.).

Suz (The word). -Moscow. (1915 NN1-6. 1916 NN7-55, 57-87.).

Tavysh (The voice). -Kazan. ( 1907 NN 1-6.).

Tan yoldizi (The North star). -Kazan. (1906 NN [-61, 63-65.).

Tan magmugasi.-Kazan. (1906 N 1. 1907 N 2.).

Tormish (The life). -Ufa. (1913 NN 1-17.1914 NN18-105. 1915 NN
158-387. 1916 NN 388-567.1917 NN 568-573, 575-580, 582-584, 586-594,
596-597, 599-600, 602-606, 608-619, 621-623, 625-626, 630, 633-638,
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641, 643-645, 647, 653-673, 675-679, 680, 681-688, 689-709, 711, 714,
716-721, 723, 725-734, 736, 738-776. 1918 NN 777-796, 798-818,
820-832.).

Ulfiat.-St.Petersburg. (1905 NN1-3.1906 NN4-48, 51-53.1907 NN54-83.).
Chalik (People).-Astrakhan. (1914 NN1-52. 1915 NN53-65.).

Achbar (The herald).-Kazan. (1907 NN1-9.1908 NN10-85.).

The Tadjiks stock

The Collection of books in the Tadjik language is numbering 12. 5
thousand units. There are about 500 books printed on basis of the Arab
alphabet. Near 1200 books were printed on basis of the Latin alphabet.
Tadjik's books on the Russian graphic basis have been printed from the end

of the 30s till nowadays.

The National Library of Russia has a full collection of Tadjiks books,
journals and newspapers of the Soviet period, for the library used to get all

the printed production in accordance with the law.

The Reference apparatus for Tadjik stock consists of the Classification
Catalogue of books, separate Alphabet catalogues for boks, magazines and
newspapers. Tadjiks books are reflected also in the General Catalogue of the
Department provided with descriptions both in the Tadjik and Russian

languages.

The Department has 20 books printed before 1917 on the basis of the
Arab alphabet. The Tadjik books were printed in Tashkent, Samarkand,

Kazan, St. Petersbug. Among them is the work "About some events in
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Bukhara, Kokand and Kashgaria" was printed in Kazan in 1861,the Sufis
articles by Ubeydalla Hodja was printed in Tashkent in 1910,"The diary of
journeys of Ameer of Bukhara" was printed in 1895 in Kazan. Among other
books we can find books on the principles of faith, didactic verses for

children, collections of poems and musical pieces.

After the establishment of Soviet Power along with textbooks on
national language, editions of fiction literature popular in the whole Middle
East, mostly propagandist books, works by communist leaders and books
that praise the new regime were printed in Dushanbe. All this literature is
well represented in the Department. In this period quite a lot of atheist

literature opposed to some traits of traditional folk life of Tadjik.

In the Department some of the editions that were published in the
beginning of 90s in Dushanbe that deal with different sides of life of the
contemporary Muslims of Tadjikistan. There are also commentaries of
Koran, admonitions directed to the faithful, calendars which were published

at the same time.

The Turkmen stock

The Collection of books in the Turkmen language is numbering about
13 thousand books. The Department also has journals and newspapers
published in Turkmenistan after the establishment of Soviet Power. The
Reference apparatus for Turkmen stock consists of the Classification
catalogues of books, separate Alphabet Catalogues for books, magazines
and newspapers. The Turkmens books are reflected also in the General

Catalogue of the Department provided with descriptions both in the
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Turkmen and Russian languages.

The Department has about 500 books were printed on the basis of the
Arabic alphabet. In the Turkmen collection there are about 2000 books
printed on the basis of the Latin alphabet.

The books on Turkmen language were being published in the beginning
of the XX century in Baku, and Tashkent. In 1907 there was edited in 50
copies "Mistical poem spread among Turkmens of Kaspian region" by
Magimguli. The Department has this book. In Tashkent was also published
a reprint of "The light of teaching: exposition of Muslim dogma" from
"Turkestan native newspaper” of 1905-1906.

The main part of books and periodicals in the Department is printed in
Russian graphics. Turkmenistan now has started to use Latin graphic. But

the Department receives little literature from Turkmenistan now.

The Uzbeks stock

The Collection of books in the Uzbek language is numbering55,5
thousand units. The department has quite a full complex of Uzbek
newspapers and journals covering the period from the 20s to 1990.The
Uzbek literature like all the printed products of the Muslim communities of
Russia and the former USSR has three written bases - the Arab, the Latin

and the Russian ones.

The Reference Apparatus for the Uzbek stock consists of the
Classification catalogue of books, the Language catalogue divided into

books, newspapers and journals. Books written in the Uzbek language are
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also presented in General catalogue of the Department in the order of
Russian alphabet. In Language catalogue are not separated Uzbek books
printed on the Latin graphic basis, but are separated editions printed on
Arab graphic basis. In this case the carts are put in reformed Arab alphabet

order.

Uzbek printed books in the Department are dated from the middle of

XIX century to nowadays. But now the books received are small and odd.

From 3,5 thousands of Uzbek books in the Arabic graphic basis in the
Department about 800 had been published before the establishment of
Soviet power in Uzbekistan. The books were published also out of
Uzbekistan - in Baku, and Kazan.56% of pre-revolutionary books are on
religious subjects. These are prayer-collections, treatise on religious
philosophy, religious verses and books on the history of Islam. The Sufi
treatise in verses "The Support of the Weak" by Allajar Sufi, which was
published also in other languages of Muslim peoples ( Tatar, Kumyk) is
among them. The earliest edition of "The Support of the Weak" in the
Department was published in 1846. There are 10 editions of this treatise in
the Department. But the record-breaking in reprints is the book of religious
verses of Bakyrgani Suleimena - they are 80 between 1846 and 1916. One
of the eldest books in Uzbek language in the Department is "The Narration
of Usuf", published in 1839. Unfortunately this book is without the title.
There is in the stock repeatedly republished book "The Nukshbundi society
member way of action” by Majzub Namangon. 25% of pre revolutionary
Uzbek books in the Department is fiction,8% is educational literature. There
are also books in Muslim law, linguistics, and history. There is, for

example, "The Turkestan history” by Olim Mahdum Hodji, published in
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Tashkent in 1915.

Of great value for the scientists are pre revolutionary Uzbek newspapers.
These are:

"Asia.” -Tashkent. (1908 NN 1-3, 5.).

"The voice of Turkestan”" (Saday Turksan). (1914. (NN 1-67.).

Kentash (The council). -Tashkent. (1917 N1.).

Nazhot (Theliberation) (1917NN1, 7, 9/10, 12/13, 17.). Samarkhand .-
Samarkhand, (1913 NN 6, 10, 12-14, 21-23, 25, 27, 31-32, 45.). This
newspaper was published in Russian. The Department has numbers for
1904-1907 yy. and for 1913 y. (NN 1-44.).

Saday Fergana (The echo of Fergana). Kokhand- (1914 NN 1-99, 1915 NN
100-123.).

Tarakhy (Progress). -Tashkent. (1906 NN 1-18.).

Todjar (Businessmen). (1907 - 1908 NN 1-20.).

Trik suz (The word). -Kokhand.1917 N1.

Turan, 1917 N 1-4.

Turkestan vilayty gazety.-Tashkent, (All numbers for 1887-1891,
1897-1917 yy)

Turk aly. (1917 NN 1-2.).

Hurriyat (The freedom) (1917 NN 20-35, 37-43, 44-49, 51-53, 55-57,
60-62.1918 NN 65-66, 70, 72-80, 84, 86.).

Hurshid (The sun)-Tashkent. (1906 NN1-10.).

Shuhrat (The glory). -Taskent. (1907 NN1-4. 1908 NN 5-10.).

The Department has pre-revolutionary journal "Aina" (The mirror)was
published in Samarkhand ( 1913 NN2-10.1914 NN14-12, 19-52, 1-6.1915
NN7-16.).



Muslim Communities of Russia: The information Sources 39

The North Caucasus stocks

The North Caucasus stocks includes books, newspapers and journals on
languages of the peoples of Daguestan (Avars, Dargin, Kumyghs, Lezgin,
Lucks, Tabasarans ? ?7.), Adyghes, Chechens, Ingushes. In the Department
there are approximately 40.000 books on these languages. Same as the
whole literature of Muslim peoples of the former USSR they were printed

with the use of 3 graphical basis of alphabet: Arabic, Latin and Russian.

The Reference Apparatus for the North Caucasus stocks consists of the
Classification catalogues of books for each language, the language
catalogues divided into books, newspapers and journals. Books written in
the North Caucasus languages are also presented in General catalogue of the

Department in the order of Russian alphabet.

Muslim peoples of the North Caucasus are closely linked to the place
where they live, their faith, general history and, particularly, the history of
book-printing. Printing in the North Caucasus started at the end of the
XIXth century and the first books in many North Caucasus languages were
printed in Dagestan - in Mavraev's Printing House “Islamiya” in
Temirchan-Shura and in Mikhailov's Printing House in Port-Petrovsk
(Makhachkala) with the use of Arabic graphic. Arabic written language
came to Caucasus with the spread of Islam between XYI and XYIIL Until
the end of the 20s of the XX th century. Until the end of the 1920s Muslim
schools functioned in Dagestan, Chechnia and Ingushetia.The books were
printed using the Adzham system of writing based on Arab alphabet. In the
two printing-houses of Dagestan before the Revolutin 1917 about 400 books

in North Caucasus languages were printed. Textbooks for Muslim schools,
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dictionaries (Arab-Kumyk, for example), collections of prayers, religious

poems and treatises were published.

The books in Avar, Dargin, Kumyk, Lakh languages that are kept in the
Department were printed in the Mavraev Printng House in the beginning of
the century. These are, for example, some of the books that are found in the
Department: in Avar: Gazi Muhammad "Knowledge on prophet
Muhammad, on the problems of Islam worship”.-Temirkhan-Shura,1912.

"A collection of verses in local languages” .- Temirkhan-Shura, 1911.

In Kumyk: Amirov Z.I. "Islam faith:for young people and
pupils".-Temirkhan-Shura,1912. Abusafian "?omplaints of the Young
Girl".-Temirkhan-Shura, 1910. Batyr Murzaev Puhay "The Fall of Habibi".
-Temirkhan-Shura,1910. Hadjaev A. "7stronomy of Islam" .-
Temirkhan-Shura, 1909. The same: "The Way of Salvation” .-
Temirkhan-Shura, 1908. The same: "The delight of children:alphabet .-
Temirkhan-Shura, 1909. The same: "The Collections of folk poems” .-
Temirkhan-Shura, 1907. (There are reprints 1909, 1912 and 1914 ).

In Lak: Muhammad Balhar"Admonitions and sirmons for Common
People”. -Temirkhan-Shura, 1912. Muhammad Mirzaev Gaysa "The River
of Tears".- Temirkhan-Shura, 1910. Ahmedov Gabdulla “the
Book-Collection of Truth" .- Temirkhan-Shura, 1910. Ramazanov G.
"Abidged theses of Muslim Religion and Sayings of Mohammed.”
-Temirkhan-Shura, 1909. Djandarov Dj. "The Mother of Crimes (on the
harm of hard drinking)". -Temirkhan-Shura, 1912.

The books in the languages of peoples of the North Caucasus were

printed before Revolutionary of 1917 in the Arabic alphabet basis also in
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Simferopol, Bakhtchisaray (Crimea),port-Petrovsk (Dagestan).For example
in 1903 Kumyk treatise on Muslim theology "The Saving Boat" by Kusi
Akay Abusafian was published in Bahchisaray and the collection of verses
by the same author was published in Simferopol. Both editions are in the
Department. On Dargin language there are collection of verses of Avar and
Dargin poets and the collection of verses on the principles of Islam. Both
books were issued in Port-Petrovsk. Books on languages of peoples of the
North Caucasus were also published on basis of Cyrillic alphabet.
"Arithmetic in Kumyk language" issued in Tbilisi (Tiflis)in 1867 is written
on Russian graphic basis. The manual is composed by Abdulla Omar-Ogly.
"Avar tales and songs" were published in 1867 in printing-house of
Headquarter of Dagestan Troops in Temirkhan-Shura. There is in the
department the book by Kadi Ansar Magomet "Ansar in love” published in
Hasovjurt (Chechnia) in 1913.

In a sum it may be stated that the Department stocks on the languages of
Muslim peoples of the North Caucasus rather reflect the policy of new
power towards those peoples than give the information about their life. 70%
of the literature in the Department is printed in Cyrillic alphabet. 20% of
books are printed in Latin alphabet and 10% - in Arabic graphic basis.

Directions and documents of the authorities, agricultural literature,
books of communist classics and atheistic literature were being published on
Arab graphic basis during first years of Soviet power. To the above
mentioned in Latin alphabet were added translations of Russian classics,
new law and Constitutions, school textbooks. In 30th and beginning of 50th

propagation literature and literature on agriculture was prevailing. The rise
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of atheistic publications can be fixed in 50th. In 70th -80th prevailed school
manual literature, national fiction and collections of poesy. In the end of
80th there begins to be published alongside with books of national writers
also the books on Muslim religion. Koran was published, pre revolutionary
Muslim books were republished (on Russian graphic basis).There appeared
original publications dedicated to life and history of Muslim communities in
Russia. The book by A.Zafes "Islam in Adyghe" was published in
Krasnodar on Adygh language in 1989,

The National Library of Russia receives a complimentary copy of books,
newspapers and magazines from all Northern-Caucasus Republics which are
in the staff of Russia. There is a full number of newspaper and magazines
which were issued in Northern-Caucasus Republics during the years of
soviet power in the stocks of the Department. Beginning from 1990 almost

nothing has been received from Chechen Republic.

Review of the scholarly libraries of St. Petersburg having collections

on Muslim communities of Russia

The Library of the St. Petersburg Ethnographic Institute was founded in
1902. The Library stock is numbering 100 thousand units. The literature on
Russian and European languages dedicated to different sides of the life of
Muslim peoples of European part of Russia, Caucasus, Siberia. Middle
Asia, Kazahstan (according to specialization of the university). It is
literature on ethnography, anthropology. applied arts, architecture of the
dwelling, geography and on subjects connected with ethnography, such as
archeology, linguistics, folklore studies of Muslim peoples of Russia. The

Reference Apparats for the stock consists of Alphabet and Subject manual
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catalogues. The Library is accessible only for staff of the Institute and

scholars from Academic institutes.

The Library of the St. Petersburg Oriental Institute was founded in
1818. The Library stock is divided on two parts:
1) the books and periodicals in the Russian and European languages

2) the literature in the languages of the peoples of Asia and Africa.

The literatures in the languages of Muslim peoples of the Caucasus, the

Middle Asia, the Volga Region are in the second part of the stock.

The stock is arranged according to the languages. The Reference
Apparatus consists of the Alphabet Catalogue for books in the oriental
languages and the Catalogue of periodicals in the oriental languages. There
is also the Classification catalogue for the books and articles in the oriental

languages.
The library's catalogues were founded in 1907.

The library is accessible only for the staff of the Institute and scholars

from Academic institutes.

The St.Petersburg archival collecton of nontraditional periodicals

and documentation on social movements ( Russia in Transition)

The archival collection was originated in 1989 by Prof. A.Alekseev.
Today it is one of the largest, most representative and specialized
collections of informational and analytical material relating to social
muvements. political processes and social change in Russia from 1986 to

the present day.
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The archive contains:

- a collection of the new press in Russia and some neighbour states ( the
former USSR). It's about 7,000 titles of different types of periodicals and
newspapers, including more than 1,000 samizdat titles;

- a collection of documents, relating to development in those countries
during the past ten years, with a particular emphasis on documents from
social organisations and mass movements of various political, religion
and socio-cultural orientations;

- a collection of books on sociology, politics and history, handbooks and
literature on contemporary social processes (in Russian and some other

western languages).
In total the archive contains about 500,000 items.

The informational and analytical material- newspapers, journals, books -

are catalogued both alphabetically and by subject.

The Archive is a research-informational centre, operating within the
Institute of Sociology (St.Petersburg branch) of the Russian Academy of

Sciences.

The documents dedicated to the Russia and neighbour states are
arranged in the Subject Catalogue under the following rubrics:
- Azerbaijan;
- Kazakhstan;
- Crimean Tatar;
- national cultural muvements;
- Middle Asia;
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- Chechnia;

- South of Russia.

The national self-consciousness of various peoples is known to revive in
former USSR by the end of 80th.National communities in cities of Russia,
Baltia founded national cultural societies. The representatives of Muslim
Turkish peoples became very active. Under the rubric "national cultural
movements” of the Subject catalogue there collected both periodicals
sregistered by State and published being unregistered (Samizdat). Mostly
these are editions of the end of the 80th - beginning of the 90th. The
majority of them have been published in Russian, for example Moscow
Muslim issue "At-Tavhid" (1990),which was patronized by right-radical
Muslim philosopher Geydar Dgemal. It was also in Moscow in beginning of
90th that there has been published in Russian the newspaper "The Ties.
Russia and Arab East." The newspaper informed Muslims of Russia on the
Arab-Muslim culture. There is in the Archives the newspaper of Tadjik
cultural society "Sogdiana" (1990, 1991 Russian and Tadjic text). There are
publications of Tatar, Dagestan, Azrbaijan communities from Baltia, St.
Pepersburg, Moscow. Under the rubric "Chechnia" there is a collection of
Chechen newspapers issued in 90th in Russian. This is "Vainach" (1997),
"Chechen Republic Voice"” (1997), "Nativland Defenders" (1997), "Imam"”
(1997), "Islam Order" (1997), "Marsho" (1996), "Free Chechnia".
“Chechenets” (1997). The newspapers has been published both in Chechen
Republic and in Dagestan and Russia (Minvody).

Under the rubric "Crimea Tatar" there is a collection of periodicals

(newspapers, bulletins),which have been issued in Crimea from 1988.
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Among them there are bulletins of Crimea Tatar organisation "Crimea”,
dedicated to the problems of Crimea and Crimea Tatars (in Russian)weekly
magazine “Vatan" (motherland) issued in Russian and Crimean-Tatar
languages. There are 1988, 1990, 1992 year numbers. Rich materials of
Crimea-Tatar people life are contained in Reports of the Conferences of

Crimean-Tatar national movement Organization.

The Library of the St. Petersburg Branch of the Linguistics Institute has
the literature in Turkish and Caucasus languages of the Muslim peoples of
the Russia. The library stock is numbering 100 thousand units. The library
was founded in 1921. In 1956 the books from University of language and
writing of the peoples of the USSR were transmitted in the Library. The
main part of the stocks of Linguistic University Library is frmed by the
books on linguistic in Russian and European languages. The most complete
collection of the literature on Caucasus languages. There are Alphabet and
Classification catalogues in the library. The library is accessible for the staff

of the Institute, students and scholars from Academic institutes.

There is a lot of Literature on the Muslim communities of Russia in the
Library of Academy of Science. Unfortunately this literature is not
separated. The books are in general stock of the main book-keeping and in
the library catalogues the literature in the languages of Muslim communities

of Russia is represented in order of Russian alphabet.



Treatment of Problems Faced
by the Muslim Communities:
The Issue of Liberation of Kashmir

Prof. Dr. Anis Ahmad'"

Abstract

In the first section the paper deals with the transmission of information
in Islam. especially in Qur'anic and Hadith sciences. The communication of
information, about an event or acl. with a sense of ethical responsibility, is
viewed as part of the role of Allah’s Messengers. This responsibility is
termed as Amanah, and is supported by in Islam by Qur'anic principles.
Observance of a code of conduct and ethics in connection with information

ix a major Islamic concern.

The paper concentrates of the dispute over Kashmir as reported in the
Indian and Pakistani press. This has covers a period covering over 50 years,
from 1947 until today. The paper confines the study to many leading
newspapers on the both sides of the dispute, and over a relatively long
period, from December 1947 to December 1998.

It traces the roots of the problem from 1947 and asserts that India's
occupation of Kashmir by India, and continued refusal to grant

(*) Director General . Dawah Academy, International Islamic University,
Islamabad, Pakistan.
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independence is its source. The treatment of the Indian media reflects the

Indian attitude that Kashmir is an integral part of India.

The paper demonstrates how information may reflect the cultural,

political and religious attitudes of people at its source.
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Treatment of Problems Faced by the Muslim
Communities: The Issue of Liberation of Kashmir

ey

Gathering of information though appears simple, nevertheless, is a
complex ethical process. It is complex due to a three tier process. First, a
researcher looks into the available information and makes a selection of
relevant information. In the second step, this information is arranged in an
orderly manner. And lastly an interpretation and search for a meaning is
conducted to make sense out of the available facts. While tall claims are
made about objectivity of facts, and facts often do not speak for themselves.
It is the rescarcher who allows facts to stand on their feet. This does not
mean that fairness, honesty, and objectivity in research is meaningless
terms. It only speaks for the finitude of the researcher, reporter, and
observer who with all possible commitment to objective reporting remains a
prisoner of his own culture, world-view, orientation and biases. E. H. Carr
is perhaps near to truth when he writes: "The historian, then is an individual
human being. Like other individuals, he is also a social phenomenon, both
the product and the conscious and unconscious spokes-person of the society
to which he belongs, it is this capacity that he approaches the facts of

historical past".“)

Reporting news is not a different phenomenon. "The news, in other
words. is the account of an event, not something intrinsic in the vent itsel'®
Collection of "facts”, their sorting out, categorization, putting them in the
proper perspective, relating them with behind the scene. Information is not
a mechanical, robotic process. It involves the whole personality of the

researcher and the reporter. Does that become any possibility of objectivity
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and encountering the facts as they are? We would like to begin our search

for an answer starting with a review of the guiding principles in the Qur'an.

Pre-empting the possible finite and subjective dimension of the human
personality the Qur'an says: "O you who believe if a defaulter comes to you
with any news, ascertain the truth, lest you harm people un-wittingly, and
afterwards become full of repentance for what you have done." (al-Hujrat
49:6).

Communication of information, about an event or act, with a sense of
ethical responsibility, consequently, is viewed as a pre-requirement for the
ethical role of Allah's messengers. More specifically, the Qur'anic term
amanah (trustship) and amin (trustee) refer to the credibility of the
messengers of Allah. For they should not but convey the truth and whole of
it (al-Hagqq, the Kalam of Allah).

The Islamic ethical obligation of amanah is further supported and
re-enforced by the other Qur'anic principles such as shahadah, iblagh, ‘amr
bi al-ma'ruf, da'wah, nasihah, wassivyah and ta'lim. These basic terms of
the Qur'an essentially deal with information (risalah, message), its source
(wahy, mushahidah, tafakhur and ta'aqqul) as well as with the mursal,
mad'u and the recipient of the information. The Prophet as the first
recipient of information, directly coming from the ultimate source of
knowledge, communicates it, with a sense of amanah and Khilafah

indiscriminately to the people of the world.

The message and the messenger both are directly monitored by the
author of the message and all that is contained in it, therefore, the prophetic
communication of information presents highest level of credibility and

accuracy in reporting any message or information. Guided and groomed by
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this ethical paradigm in reporting and communicating information the first
generation of the Muslim community (the ashab al-Rasul) evolved
systematic disciplines of the sciences of the Qur'an and hadith, in which
every single piece of information was thoroughly scrutinized, evaluated,
judged and verified. Indeed, the rigorous criterion applied in the above two
sciences was not strictly observed in all historical reports, still the critical
approach evolved with reference to 'wlum al-Qur'an and 'ulum al-hadith did
influence the intellectual and cultural climate in the academic circles of the

Muslim ummah.

The use of historical criticism, internal as well as external, in the western
scholarship, however, developed only in the post-renaissance history.
German and French scholars took up the challenge and formulated
principles for historical criticism. The discipline fully developed only in the
19th century with scholarly writings like those of Charles Langlois and
Charles Sagnobos in the Nineteenth century in France.®) Reporting of
information whether in a scholarly historical accounts or in a journal or a
newspaper is a highly ethical enterprise. Dissemination of information
without prior verification or its adulteration with heresay and one's personal
biases and opinion is regarded un-ethical and immoral or spreading of evil
by the Qur'an and the sunnah. The Qur'an goes to the extent of legislating a
heavy punishment (gazaf) on wilful spread of incorrect information. If a
person accuses the other and cannot produce a proof the shari'ah punishes
the accuser with eighty lashes and never again accepts such a person as a

legal witness (an-Nur 24:4-5).

Observance of a code of conduct and ethics in connection with

information thus becomes one of the major Islamic concerns. Islam does
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not visualize a society where a newspaper reporter, whenever, he likes,
commit an act of personality assassination with just a stroke of his pen. A
deep ethical sense and feeling of accountability, in front of Allah subhanahu
wa ta‘ala, is expected to dominate the mind of a Muslim reporter and
researcher. With this brief treatment of the Islamic framework of reference
on information and its source and use, let us turn to how Muslim issues,
more specifically the international issue of freedom fight of Kashmiris is

treated in the media.

This analysis will show how close a resemblance this issue has with the
international issue of al-Qudus al-Sharif. Millions of indigenous Palestinian
Muslims, Christians and even oriental Jews were deprived of their
homeland and denied citizenship of Palestine at the whim of the British
colonial masters who did not own Palestine. Nevertheless. the British
authorities through the well-known Balfore declaration allowed creation of

the racial state of Israel on a land which never belonged to them.

The following analysis will also show how the liberation movement is
projected as an internal matter of India though India committed itself to the

resolution of this issue through the international forum of U. N.

It will also show how Pakistan and Indian media and intellectuals
present their side of the coin. Perhaps, it is only when we look on both sides

of the coin that we may understand different dimensions of this issue.
(ID)

This analysis makes use of representative newspapers The Daily Dawn,

Karachi, The Muslim, Islamabad, The Frontier Post, Peshawar, The
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Hindustan Times, Delhi, The Pakistan Observer, Islamabad, The Gulf
News, Dubai, The Times of India, Delhi, The Far Eastern Economic
Review, Hong Kong, The Nation, Lahore, The News, Islamabad, The
Statesmen, Delhi, The Front-line, India, The Indian Express, Delhi, and the
Hindu, Delhi. Due to paucity of space, we confine this study to
representative writings only during the period of December 1997 -

December 1998 provide the data for this study.

The Issue:

The roots of the on-going massacre of the Muslim majority in the Indian
Occupied Kashmir (IOK) by the 600,000 Indian troops para-military
personnel and certain factions created by the Indian authorities are traced,
quite naturally, differently by the Indian and Pakistani media. The common
position taken by the Indian media is that IOK is territorially a part of the
India. However, "India was ready for talks with Pakistan if the neighbouring
country accepted the reality that Jammu and Kashmir was an integral part of
India", The India Express, New Delhi, Dec. §, 1998. Rohit Bhan in his
report quotes the Indian Prime Minister Atal Bahari Vajpayee to have
further added "They (Pakistan) have to realise that we are not going to
succumb to pressure tactics and not even an inch will be handed over to

them".

The Indian view-point to enforce "status quo”, as suggested clearly in
the above statement of its present Prime Minister by recognising the
"reality” that Jammu and Kashmir was an "integral part” of India, is justified

on two counts. First that the instrument of accession signed by the Hindu
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Maharaja of the over eighty-five percent Muslim population, without
seeking the opinion of the people, as originally required by the Act of
Independence, has allowed India to consider 10K as its lerritory.“” Though
a known British historian Alastair Lamb, has documented in his research
that the Indian armed forces landed in Kashir before the instrument was
signed. He also provides the details of how Mr. Mehr Chand Mahajan, the
Hindu Prime Minister of Kashmir and the Indian Secretary of State, Mr. V.

P. Menon collaborated in getting it signed by the Maharaja.(S)

The Indian media insists that since the Hindu Maharaja of the State of
Kashmir signed the instrument of accession, Kashmir becomes an "integral
part" of India. They, however, fail to interpret and explain why despite the
so-called accession Kashmir constitutionally remained a state with its
special status as guaranteed by the Article 370 of the Indian Constitution.
Examining "The Complexities of Article 370", Rakshat Puri refers to the B.
J. P’s resolution to remove Article 370 from the constitution because it
"fosters a psychology of separation in the state”. he further writes "The
B.J.P. leadership does not seem to have taken into account the fact that the
only constitutional connection which Jammu and Kashmir has with the
Union resides in Article 370. As former Prime Minister Nurshimha Rao
was reported pointing out once, removal of Article 370 by itself was not
possible because it would result in parting with the State. In November
1949 the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir announced acceptance of the
Indian Constitution. Article 370 gave constitutional form to that

acceptance".(ﬁ)

This constitutional anomaly, as it appears in the Indian press, creates a

dilemma for the Indian statesmen. Constitutionally, IOK cannot be treated
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like the State of Utra Pardish, or Urisha. IOK has a special status and was
allowed "its own constitution given to it by a Constituent Assembly in 1956,
confirming the center's control on little more than defence, foreign affairs,
communication etc."” This and several other ground realities substantiate
that IOK was never considered "Integral part” of India by the Indian

Constitution, the Indian Parliament and the Indian authorities.

Nevertheless, the Indian media projects IOK as part of India. In another
interesting report in Statesman, Delhi, J. K. Dutt, blames first Prime
Minister of India, Mr. Nehru for the Kashmir problem and calls him
“origination of the Kashmir fiasco" for his prompting referring the matter to
the U. N. and for willingly agreeing to a cease-fire.®) How the Kashmiris in
IOK view themselves in relation with India is analysed by Mr. Dutt as
follows: "Every year the Prime Minister in his Independence Day speech
assures the nation that Kashmir is part of India and what is more, he
presumes that the Kashmiris will echo his sentiments. He little realises he
reflects nothing but hallucination! A visitor to Kashmir is invariably
accosted with"are you from Hindustan?" The hostility to things Indian is

openly manifested”.

Mr. Dutt also blames Nehru for "his repeated pledges of plebiscite from
1947 to 1954, "not merely a pledge to your (Pakistan's) government, but
also to the people of Kashmir and to the world" (Oct. 31, 1947). He also
questions Nehru's assessment of the psychology of the Kashmir Muslims as
"though highly gifted in many ways - in intelligence, in artisanship etc. are
not what are called a virile peoble. They are soft and addicted to easy

living". Events were to prove him wrong....".



56 Symposium on Islamic World Information Sources

Indian media also blames Nehru for 1.O.K. to have a Prime Minister thus
recognizing nearly autonomous status of 1.O.K. Mr. N.B. Grant writing in
Hindustan Times says, "Right from the word go we have done everything
under the sun to make the world believe that Kashmir was not an integral
part of India to the same extent as the other states were. To start with,
Shaikh Abdullah was installed in Kashmir as its first Prime Minister and not
as another Chief Minister thus placing him at par with the Prime Minister of
India. This was followed by a special status granted to Kashmir and Article
370 of the Constitution to provide for its “traditions' and susceptibilities
which were said to be peculiar to it. We even allowed, and still do, the
Srinagar radio states to identify itself as Radio Kashmir and not as All India
Radio on the lines of all other radio stations in India. As if this was not bad
enough in the beginning we went to the extent of allowing Kashmir to have
a separate Constitution, a separate flag, and also a separate anthem. Of
course, the last straw was when we took the case to the U. N., to clear our
own doubts whether Kashmir was really a part of India. We agreed to a
plebiscite to resolve it".” Similar views are expressed by B.K. Karkra in

Hindustan Times.!'?

That the issue, nevertheless, is presented as an internal and local
problem by the Indian media. The fact of the matter is on August 13, 1948
and on Jun. 5, 1949 two Security Council resolutions were adopted whereiln
it was agreed by both Pakistan and India that "the future status of Jammu
and Kashmir shall be determined in accordance with the will of the people".
The Jun. 5 1949 resolution re-confirmed that "the question of accession of
the state of Jammu and Kashmir to India or Pakistan will be decided
through the democratic method of a free and impartial plebicite". These
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ground realities leave no room to doubt that it is international and not a

national issue.

Nevertheless, the state of India during the past fifty years continues to
claim L.LO.K. as its integral part. A. G. Noorani in his article "Kashmir: 50
Years", published in the Statesman, India refers to contradictions in the
Indian position on Kashmir. He quotes Indian Foreign Secretary, Mr.
Raghunath having said on June 4. 1998 that "it's our internal matter”. While
on August 7, 1952, he quotes, Mr. Nehru having said in his important
speech in the Indian Parliament, "It is an international problem. It would be
an international problem anyhow if it concerned any other nation besides
India as it does. It becomes further an international problem because a large
number of other countries also took interest and gave advice. So, while the
accession was complete in law and in fact, the other fact which has nothing
to do with the law also remains, namely, our pledge to the people of
Kashmir - if you like to the people of the world- that this matter can be
re-affirmed or cancelled or cut out by the people of Kashmir if they so

wish". He further writes:

"As late as 25th February. 1955, Mr. Nehru was asked by Mr.
Lakshmi Charan in the Lok Sabha "in view of the fact the
Kashmir Constituent Assembly has ratified the accession of the
state to India what will be the terms of discussion on Kashmir
with the Pakistani Prime Minister? “A question like this cannot
be solved unilaterally”. On 15th May, 1954. even after the U. S.
Pak Pact was signed, Mr. Nehru said, "India still stands by the

international commitments on the Kashmir issue and will
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implement them at the appropriate time. In a press conference
in New Dethi, on November 16, 1949 he declared,"if you rule
out mediation, then the only two things that remain are either
continuation of a deadlock or war. So far as we are concerned,
and I have said this repeatedly, we want to rule out war..... A
deadlock, of course, will continue until there is a settlement.
Then, mediation is the only way out. When I say mediation it
does not mean necessarily the type or kind or extent of
mediation tact we have had. This is a matter for consideration.
But I do say that it should be under the auspices of the United
Nations. What form it should take can be considered later".!!V
However, after having quoted Pandit Nehru and others, A. G.
Noorani still maintains, "Pakistan insists on plebiscite knowing
full well that India can not accept any proposal which entails

Kashmir's cessation from the Indian Union".

A review of some of the representative views presented in the Indian
media indicates that the most of the discussions moves around "accession”
with India, and does not take into account over six hundred years long
history of the state of Kashmir, nor does it consider the cultural, religious,
social and economic affiliations, unity and identification with the culture of

Pakistan.

Treatment of the Kashmir issue in the Pakistan media often refer to the
"unfinished agenda of the partition of the subcontinent”.!? These writings
also provide details of the human tragedy and violation of human rights of

the Muslims in the IOK. Statistical data inform us that the Indian security

S
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forces have been killing at an average of 20 Kashmiri Muslims per day for
the last eight years.(m Kashmiri intellectuals such as Mir Abdul Aziz,
diplomats like Syed A. Ahsani and Dr. Tanvir Ahmad, jurists like Justice
Dr. Nasim Hassan Shah and others emphasize on Kashmir as not a bilateral
but an international issue with its roots in the history and culture of the
Kashmiri Muslims. While Indian press builds its arguments on Simla
accord and try to show that Pakistan and India should resolve the issue
without any mediation. Pakistani intellectuals disown the Indian
interpretation of the 1972 Simla accord and focus on the U. N. resolutions
officially agreed and accepted as binding by Pakistan and India. They also
insist on including the Kashmiris in any meaningful negotiation on the

future of the Muslim community in Kashmir.

The major point of disagreement in these treatments appear to be the
insistence of Kashmiri Muslims on exercise of their constitutional and
human right to decide their future through a plebiscite. While the Indian
media recognizes historicity of the U. N. resolutions demanding right to
self-determination of the Kashmiri Muslims. nevertheless, it tries to

overlook these and proposes acceptance of status quo.

Pakistani media often refers to U. N. resolution 47 (1948) of April 21,
1948; No. 51 (1948) of June 3, 1948; of August 13, 1948; June 5, 1949;
March 14, 1950, March 30, 1951; and Jun. 24. 1954 these resolutions say in

so many words:

"Observing that the Governments of India and Pakistan have
accepted the provisions of the United Nations Commission for
India and Pakistan Resolutions of 13 August, 1948 and 5th
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January 1941 and have re-affirmed their desire that the future of
the state of Jammu and Kashmir shall be decided through the
democratic method of a free and impartial lebiscite conducted

under the auspices of the United Nations.

Observing that on 27th October 1950 the General Council of the All
Jammu and Kashmir National Conference adopted recommending the
convening of a constituent assembly for the purpose of determining the

future shape and affiliation of the state of Jammu and Kashmir.

Observing further for statements of responsible authorities that action is
proposed to cover such a constituent assembly would be elected by only a
part of the whole territory of Jammu and Kashmir. Reminding the
government and authorities concerned of the principle embodied in its
resolutions 47 (1948) of 21 April, 1948, 51 (1948) of 3rd June. 1948 and 80
(1950) of the March 1950 and the United Nations Commission for India and
Pakistan resolutions of 13th August, 1948 - 5th January, 1949 that the final
disposition of the state of Jammu and Kashmir will be made in accordance
with the will of the people expressed through the democratic method of a
free and impartial plebiscite conducted under the auspices of the United

Nations".!!¥

Responding to the Indian suggestion of the Oslo-type solution Pakistani
media has rejected the idea with a re-affirmation that only a U. N.
supervised plebiscite can solve the problem. That status quo is no solution
is also obvious from the continuous disturbance in the valley. The Indian
and western strategy is to confuse the issue under the pretext of

"normalization” and ask Pakistan and India to have mutual trade and
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cultural exchange progress, visits of intellectuals and more frequent sports
activities particularly cricket. Once both countries have "normal” relations
the Kashmir issue would have already been forgotten and put in a freezer.
The recent bus-diplomacy, in which the Indian Prime Minister visited
Lahore, despite strong protests from patriotic Pakistanis in Lahore, is one
important step in this direction. The Kushmiri Muslims and the
over-whelming majority of Pakistanis reject the idea of normalization
before the Kashmir issue is resolved. For them there is no other issue but
Kashmir. Unless this issue is resolved under the U. N. resolutions, we can

not think of normalization.

The above treatment of the Kashmir problem in Indian and Pakistani
media shows how the deep rooted biases continue to be reflected in the
Indian media despite the fact that the Kashmiris who are the most important
part of the whole issue want to exercise their right to self-determination

perhaps in favour of accession of Kashmir with Pakistan.
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The Plight of Muslims in Jammu and Kashmir:
A Review of Information Sources

Zahiruddin Khurshid™

Abstract

The suffering of Muslims of the state of Jammu and Kashmir under
Indian occupation forces since 1947 is a continuation of a long history of
ordeal that started with the conquest of the Muslim majority state by the
Sikhs in 1819. The British take over of Kashmir in 1846 did not bring any
respite to the Muslims as the state was then sold to Maharaja Gulab Singh at
a cost of 7.5 million rupees ($ 187,500). At the end of the British rule of the
Indian subcontinent in 1947, the state of Jammu and Kashmir was left to the
mercy of the then Maharaja of Kashmir, Hari Singh. The Kashmiri people
felt betrayed and revolted against him. In order to receive military assistance
from India to suppress the Muslim rebellion, the Maharaja was forced to
accede the state to India on 27 October 1947. Indian troops were flown into
Kashmir the same day and thus marked the beginning of a popular Muslim

uprising against the occupation forces.

When the Kashmiri Muslims gained success by liberating several parts

of the occupied territory, the Indian government requested the United

(*) Senior Manager, Cataloging Operations Division, King Fahd University of Petroleum &
Minerals Library
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Nations to intervene. The UN passed a resolution on 21 April 1948, asking
the parties to stop fighting and urged India to hold plebiscite on the question
of the accession of the state to India or Pakistan. Unfortunately India backed
out of its promises of holding plebiscite and started to bring in more troops
into Kashmir to suppress any resistance by the Muslims. Surrounded by
hundreds of thousands of Indian troops, Kashmiri Muslims tried to change
the political framework by democratic and peaceful methods. However,
when the 1987 elections were massively rigged, they lost hope of getting
their rights through peaceful means and declared Jihad to liberate their
homeland. On the other hand, the Indian government stepped up the use of
force which is evident from the following statistics of atrocities committed
on Muslims in Kashmir between 1989 and 1995: 46,935 killed; 3,996
tortured to death; 200 children burnt alive, 11,251 seriously injured; 60,999
youths in torture cells; 72,755 rendered disabled, 5,840 women gang raped,

43332 houses gutted; and 63 mosques desecrated.

The paper aims to give an account of the suffering of Muslims of Jammu
and Kashmir as reported in numerous local and international information
sources, including monographs, periodicals, newsletters, biographies,
diaries, and electronic media. The reports of several human rights and other
organizations. such as Amnesty International, Asia Watch, Kashmiri
American Council. Kashmiri-Canadian Council, and do on will also be

reviewed.
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THE LAND AND THE PEOPLE

"Kashmir is situated in the extreme north of the India-Pakistan
subcontinent and at the southern point of Central Asia. With an area of
86,000 square miles and a population currently estimated at around 12
million, it is surrounded by four countries: China, Afghanistan, Pakistan and
India, with the narrow Wakhan strip (in Afghanistan) separating it from
Tajikistan and Krgystan"(]) (see map).

-
AFGHANISTAN
i

JAMMU KASHMIR STATE

L~

Inspired by the beauties and bounties of nature bestowed on the land and
the people of Kashmir, a poet pronounced that "if there is a paradise on
earth, it is here, it is here." Some others called it a "heavenly valley."®
Today, this paradise has turned into an inferno.® What has caused the
transformation of the situation in Kashmir requires us to look back into the

history.
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Islam had reached Kashmir through Muslim traders during the time of
Muhammad bin Qasim. Propagation of Islam started almost immediately
and as a result, many people converted to Islam. A major breakthrough
came in 1324 when a Buddhist ruler, Rinchen converted to Islam and
adopted the title of Sadruddin. "His conversion marks the beginning of
Muslim rule in Kashmir."™® Islam continued to flourish in Kashmir through
the efforts of Muslim scholars and theologians. By the end of the 15t
century, a majority of Kashmiris had embraced Islam through voluntary

conversion.

"The conquest of the valley by the Mughuls in 1586 is generally
regarded as marking the beginning of Kashmir's modern history.“(5) The
Kashmir valley prospered under the Moghul empire for over 120 years.
Following the death of the last Moghul ruler, Aurangzeb in 1707, the
situation started to deteriorate and led to the invasion of the territory by
Afghan conquers. Most famous among them was Ahmad Shah Abdali who
died in 1772. The subsequent Afghan rulers gradually lost their control
over Kashmir and it finally fell to the Sikhs in 1819. The Sikh rule in
Kashmir lasted for about 28 years. They lost the territory to the British,
who signed the treaty of Amritsar with Gulab Singh, the Dogra Raja on 16
March 1846 and sold Kashmir to him for 7.5 million rupees. "Gulab Singh's
acquisition of the Vale of Kashmir marks the foundation of the State of
Jammu and Kashmir which was to cause such trouble in the subcontinent in
1947.(©)
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ORIGIN OF THE KASHMIR DISPUTE

At the time of independence from the British, The Kashmiri Muslims,
who were hoping that the British would give them rather than the Maharaja
Hari Singh the right to decide about their future felt, betrayed and revolted
against this unlawful act. When the Maharaja realized that the situation was
getting out of his control, he sought the help of the Indian government,
which was only willing to help him if he would agree to accede the state to
India. According to the Indian claim, the Maharaja accepted the Indian
demand and acceded the state to India on 27 October 1947. However,
Alastair Lamb. an expert on the Kashmir dispute, has challenged the Indian
claim that the instrument of accession was ever signed by the Maharaja. He
believes that the signed instrument of accession did not exist at all and that
its why the Indian government never produced the original document of
accession either in official documents or at any international forum.” The
annexation of the state of Jammu and Kashmir against the wishes of its
people followed by airlifting 300 troops of the First Sikh Battalion to
Srinagar on the morning of 27 October 1947 resulted in a popular mass
movement against the Indian occupation forces. "The people of Kashmir
have since marked that fateful event as Black day with acts of defiance and

resistance to the occupation.”(g)

The genocide of the Kashmiri Muslims, which was started earlier by the
Maharaja of Kashmir, Hari Singh, especially in the Jammu area where an

© continued under the Indian

estimated 200,000 Muslims were massacred,
occupation forces. It incited the tribesmen from the North-West Frontier

area to come to the aid of their Muslim brothers. They achieved immediate
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success in fighting against the enemy forces, liberated some 5134 square
miles of the occupied territory, and installed a self-government of Azad
(free) Kashmir. Although it was an indigenous rebellion against the
Maharaja's unlawful act, India blamed Pakistan for an incursion into
Kashmir and started a full-fledged war with Pakistan. However, when they
realized the loss of territories in Kashmir, the Indian government
approached the United Nations to intervene. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the
Indian Prime Minister, wrote to the UN Secretary General on 31 December
1947 promising that "as soon as the raiders are driven out and normalcy is
restored, the people of the State will freely decide their fate and that
decision will be taken according to the universally accepted democratic
means of plebiscite or referendum."!® The UN deliberated the issue and
passed a resolution on 20 January 1948 establishing a Commission called
United Nations Commission for India and Pakistan (UNCIP), to investigate
the facts of the dispute and carry out any mediatory influence likely to
smooth away difficulties. A further resolution was adopted on 21 April 1948
asking the parties to stop fighting and urged India to hold plebiscite "on the
question of the accession of the state to India or Pakistan.” A cease-fire
came into effect on 1 January 1949. The cease-fire between India and
Pakistan not only halted the advancement of the Kashmiri freedom fighters
in liberating their homeland, it also gave India the time to consolidate its
position by bringing more troops into Kashmir. Once the situation turned to
their advantage, India backed out of its promises of holding plebiscite and
pronounced Kashmir as an integral part of India. Kashmiri Muslims felt
betrayed once again. Surrounded by thousands of Indian troops, they found

themselves helpless and decided to achieve their objectives through
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democratic and peaceful means. However, when the March 1987 elections
were rigged to prevent Muslims from gaining control of the Legislative
Assembly, they lost faith in getting their rights through the ballot box and
started an "armed resistance along with the nationwide political movement
for freedom from Indian occupation and holding of a plebiscite under UN
resolutions to decide the political future of the state."") The current mass
uprising, which started in 1989 sprung up spontaneously in the wake of the
failure of the political process in 1987 state elections. The Kashmiris
bycotted all the subsequent elections. According to the Washingron Post
(23 December 1989), less than 2% voted in the elections in the occupied
Kashmir in 1989.

ATROCITIES IN KASHMIR

The failure of the state government in containing the uprising prompted
the Indian government to dissolve the Legislative Assembly and enforce the
presidential rule in the state in January 1990. Governor Jagmohan, known as
one of the most ruthless and communal person, was asked to handle the
situation with heavy a hand. His reign of terror is best described by his
compatriots in a booklet issued by the Kashmiri American Council in

a3)

Washington.‘m His own memoir '*’ also sheds some light on the gruesome

acts which he committed during his term as governor.

As the freedom movement intensified, Jagmohan started to bring into
Kashmir a large number of the regular army ersonnel. paramilitary forces,
the Central Reserve Police (CRP) and the Border Security Force (BSF).
Today the number of Indian security forces has increased to over 700,000.

In addition, there are 16 Indian secret service agencies operating in the
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state.!” They are all engaged in unspeakable atrocities on the Kashmiri
Muslims for the last 9 years. A review of these atrocities supported by the
statistics provided by the Kashmiri-Candian Council (Toronto, Canada)“s)

is given below.
Killing

Kashmir has become a killing field for Muslims. More than 60,000
Kashmiris have been killed during the last 8 years. The most unfortunate
part of these killings is that it is indiscriminate and without any regard to the
age or physical condition of the people. That is why we find, among the
victims, many children and elderly people. The indiscriminate firing on
processions and public meetings has caused heavy casualties of the civilian
population. In one incident on 21 January 1990, the CRP opened fire on
anti-Indian protesters demanding Kashmir's freedom, killing more than 100
people. Similarly on 21 May 1990, the security forces opened fire on the
funeral procession of the Kashmiri leader Mir Waiz Moulvi Farooq killing
57 civilians and wounding hundreds. In another incident on 22 October
1993, the BSF opened an indiscriminate fire on an unarmed procession
(protesting the siege of a shrine, Hazratbal, by the Indian forces) at

Bijbihada, killing 51 persons and injuring hundreds of people.!'®

Amnesty International has noted that "in India, the security forces are
able to kill, torture and "disappear” without any fear that they will be
brought to account for their action. Legislation provides widespread powers
to shoot-to-kill, and protects members of the security forces from
investigation and prosecution."(m Having no fear of prosecution for their

unlawful acts, the Indian forces have become so irresponsible that they even
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open fire at the sound of fire crackers or tire bursts. imagining it as an attack

on them and thus killing scores of innocent people.

As a consequence of the killing of innocent people on such a large
scale, over 15,000 children have lost their parents and have become
orphans. Over 12,000 women have lost their husbands and are left with the
heavy responsibility of feeding themselves and their children. Social
institutions are either non existent or their number is so small that they can

hardly alleviate the sufferings of thousands of orphans and widows.

Torture

The Kashmiri Mujahideen prefer to be killed in fighting against the
security forces rather than captured alive. If captured, they go through a
long ordeal of torture and physical and mental abuses. In the end when
every possible method of torture has been applied, the captives either do not
survive or become incapacitated for life in different ways. The Indian
government has opened many interrogation centers both within and outside
Kashmir to force Mujahideen to disclose information about their activities

through torture. That is why these centers are also called "torture cells."

Over 61,000 youths are currently in torture cells with little or no hope of
the end to their miseries. A large number of them may not survive for long.
The relatives of many of those captured do not even know the whereabouts
of their loved ones and whether they are dead or alive. "Amnesty
International has recorded hundreds of “disappearances" in Jammu and
Kashmir since 1990. The whereabouts of the majority of those who have

"disappeared” remains unknown despite the filing of scores of habeas



76 Symposium on Islamic World Information Sources

corpus petitions in the state High Court.""'® There is a general feeling
among the Kashmiris that if a Mujahid is taken for interrogation, the
chances for his family to see him alive would be very limited. In many
cases, the security forces would torture the Mujahideen to death and dump
their bodies by the roadside, in a ditch or in a river within a few days of
their capture. An investigative report on torture and deaths in custody has
been issued by Amnesty International in 199519 More than 6000
Kashmiris have lost their lives through torture in interrogation centers. It is
very common for the residents living close to these centers to hear screams
of the Mujahideen going through torture and abuse. According to Davis,
"there can be little doubt that torture has been widely practiced in Kashmir
to extract operational intelligence from captured militants and suspects.
Similarly, custodial deaths have also been a perennial problem. Cases of
security forces turning over suspects’ dead bodies to local police bearing
marks of torture have occurred repeatedly."(zo) Saghir Qamar has also
presented in his book stories of atrocities committed in torture cells of

Kashmir.?D

Injury and Disability

The Kashmiri Muslims who become target of indiscriminate firing by
the security forces or are caught in crossfire between the Indian forces and
Mujahideen receive serious injuries which result in death or permanent
disability. The problem is aggravated due to the lack of medical faciities
and care. Often the injured people are either not allowed to be taken to
hospitals or given delayed treatment in which cases many people die of

excessive bleeding. Those who survive death do not get proper treatment
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and live with injuries for long time or get disability of various kinds. An
estimated 65,505 have become disabled since 1989 and about 13,692 are in

hospitals and clinics with serious injuries.

Rape and Molestation

Of the atrocities committed by the Indian security forces on the
Kashmiri Muslims, rape and molestation of women and girls of all ages are
the two most inhuman acts. Unfortunately India is using rape as an
"instrument of terror."*? An extension of this dreadful act, started by the
Indian forces, is the gang rape which was later practiced by the Serbs as a
weapon of aggression against Muslims during the Bosnian war. By barring
the access of local and international media and human rights organizations
to the people and the affected areas of Kashmir, the Indian government tries
to prevent stories of the crimes committed by the security forces from being
reported. Even then some reports have come out from different quarters
giving accounts of shameful acts committed against the Kashmiri women.
Some of these reports have been published by such credible organizations
as, Asia Watch, a Division of Human Rights Watch, and Physicians for

Human Rights.m’

According to the statistics provided by the
Kashmiri-Canadian Council, 6,349 women have been gang raped. The
number of these incidents, including the names of victims, their ages,
addresses or locations, and other details have been widely reported. It
would be appropriate to mention here just two incidents, which give us
some idea about how the Muslim women are being dishonored and abused
in Jammu and Kashmir. In May 1990, a young bride, Mubina Gani, was

detained and gang-raped by BSF soldiers while she was traveling from the
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included many civilians, including women and children. The incident
sparked protests all over Kashmir. The security forces opened fire on a
demonstration in Bijbihada killing 37 unarmed people who were protesting
against the siege of Hazratbal. Although the siege was finally lifted, the
Indian government has posted security forces in bunkers around Hazratbal.
The second major incident of desecration took place in Charar-e-Sharief on
11 May 1995. According to the Washington Post, "a 550-year-old shrine
built to honor the patron saint of Kashmir valley had been burnt to the
ground in a gun battle between primarily Hindu Indian security forces and
Muslim separatist rebels fighting to free Kashmir from India. More than
1,500 houses and shops in the mountain side town of Charar-e-Sharief had
been reduced to smoldering rubble."®® In addition, over 40 people were
killed in the encounter between Mujahideen and the security forces. A

detailed report of the incident has been published in Jihad-e-Kashmir.?®

INFORMATION SOURCES ON KASHMIR

The unlawful accession of Kashmir to India in 1947 and the ensuing
suppression of the Kashmiri Muslims by the Indian security forces have
caught widespread attention both at local and international levels. As a
result, a large number of documents highlighting the Kashmir problem have
been produced by journalists, historians, politicians, and media people
especially during the last 50 years. They are predominantly in two
languages, English and Urdu. A lesser amount is also available in other

languages, including Arabic, Hindi, Persian, etc.

Access to the information on Kashmir is through a variety of sources,

including general sources such as, electronic databases, bibliographies, and
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lists of publications issued by independent and non-governmental
organizations, and specific sources, such as books, journals, reports, diaries,
etc. A description of these sources is given below for the benefit of those
who would like to review them for a better understanding of the Kashmir

problem.

Electronic Databases

For a comprehensive list of documents on Kashmir, the major sources
are the electronic databases, such as LaserCat, a CD-ROM bibliographic
database of approximately 4.75 million records; WorldCat (the OCLC
Online Union Catalog) of over 40 million records; Social Sciences Citation
Index-Compact Disc Edition, (SSCI-CDE), etc. SSCI-CDE is an index of
periodical literature. A keyword search of the September 1998 issue of
LaserCat retrieved approximately 300 documents on Kashmir. The same
keyword search of the WorldCat retrieved 3,648 documents. It is important
to mention here that the electronic databases include the majority of
documents in English language published in Europe and North America.
The documents published in India and Pakistan, the two countries who are
parties to the Kashmiri dispute, are not well covered especially those
published in their respective national languages, Hindi and Urdu. However,
the value of these databases with regard to the Kashmir issue lies in the fact
that they include many documents, which have been produced by authors
and publishers belonging to the countries not directly related to the
Kashmiri conflict. As such, their works present independent and unbiased
opinion and observations about the conflict and therefore, make them more

credible.
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Bibliographies

Despite the availability of hundreds of published and unpublished
documents on Kashmir, a comprehensive bibliography is yet to be
published. The only bibliographies available to us are those included in
many books on Kashmir. The most comprehensive of them is the one given
in Schofield’s book.®? The total number of refereces she has cited in 15
chapters of the book and the conclusion are 1,155. In addition, she has also
provided a separate bibliography, which includes citations to 27
unpublished sources, 143 interviews and briefings, and 187 books, articles
and published papers. The dates of publication of these sources range from
1849 to 1995, which shows that their coverage of the history of the
Kashmiri conflict is quite comprehensive. The other notable books which
include selected bibliographies on Kashmir are those by Lamb®!" and

Amin.3?

List of Publications of Independent Organizations and Agencies

Independent and non-governmental organizations in both India and
Pakistan, and international human rights organizations have produced
valuable documents on Kashmir. These documents are included in the lists
of their publications, which are issued separately or included in their
reports. The following is a brief introduction of some renowned
organizations and agencies engaged in research and studies on Kashmir and

have produced numerous documents and reports.

Amnesty International (AI). Al “"conducts impartial research and

organizes worldwide action by local members on behalf of prisoners held in



The Plight of Muslims in Jammu and Kashmir ... 83

countries other than their own. Local groups appeal for release of prisoners
of conscience, join campaigns highlighting political imprisonment and
detention without charge or trial and participate in urgent action networks to
bring immediate pressure in cases where torture, “disappearances” or
execution are feared.”®? Despite restrictions on the movement of Al
observers in Jammu and Kashmir, the organization has managed to gather
information on human rights violations committed by the Indian security
forces and presented them with facts and figures in their reports.m’ These
reports are widely quoted in international media as well as in books, articles,

and other documents on Kashmir.

Asia Watch. A division of Human Rights Watch founded in 1985 to
monitor and promote internationally recognized human rights in Asia. The
organization has produced several reports on torture, rape, and other human

35)

rights abuses in Kashmir. In preparing these reports,””’ the organization has

used first hand information gathered from the victims.

Kashmiri American Council (KAC). The KAC is "a non-profit
organization dedicated to raising the level of awareness in the United States
about the struggle of the people of Kashmir for self-determination as called
for under the United Nations resolution. It is also dedicated to the promotion
of social contacts among families with Kashmir ancestry settles across the
country, regardless of their religious and political affiliation." The
Washington-based Council under the dynamic leadership of Ghulam Nabi
Fai has produced many documents from small brochures and leaflets to

lengthy reports(%) highlighting the Kashmiri conflict, the plight of Muslims
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as reported in international media, and case studies on various issues of the
conflict. The Council also maintains a Web site

<http://www.erols.com/gfai/index.htm>.

Kashmiri-Canadian Council (KCC). "A non-profit, Toronto-based
non-governmental organization dedicated to promote the Kashmiri cause,
both within Canada and internationally. The KCC is working under the
leadership of Mushtag A. Jeelani to publicize the tragedy of
Indian-occupied Kashmir; to uphold and defend the human rights of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir; and to raise the level of awareness about the
Kashmiri people’s struggle for their right of self determination as enshrined
in successive United Nations resolutions of 1948 and 1949." The Council
publishes a quarterly journal, Kashmir Quarterly, maintains a Web site
<http://www kashmiri-cc.ca>, and issues news releases in electronic format.
The Los Angeles Times has awarded "Times Pick Award" to the KCC for
its Web site.

World Kashmir Freedom Movement. This is a British counterpart of the
Kashmiri American Council and the Kashmiri-Canadian Council. The
organization is headed by Ayub Thakur and is engaged in lobbying for the

cause of the Kashmiri people in the United Kingdom and internationally.

Institute of Policy Studies (IPS). A Pakistani non-governmental
organization for policy oriented research and an independent forum for
informed discussion and dialogue on national and international issues.
Kashmir is one of the major areas where the Institute has concentrated and

has produced several books and documents.*”
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Monographs

The unresolved problem of Jammu and Kashmir for over half a century
and the continuing suffering of the Kashmiri Muslims at the hands of the
Indian security forces have prompted many notable journalists, historians,
and human rights activists to travel across the ill-fated state to gather first
hand information about the origins. development and implications of the
Kashmiri conflict. Several of them have published books giving
documented account of the issue. It is not possible to mention all these
works here. However, the works™®’ by Lamb, Schofield, Wirsing,
Newberg, and Sugarman are notable for their comprehensiveness and
critical analysis of the Kashmir problem. A selected bibliography at the end
of the paper includes many other books on Kashmir published in different

parts of the world.

Journals

The current uprising in Kashmir initially did not receive a wider media
coverage. due to restrictions imposed on the movement of foreign
journalists in the troubled state. The world at large was getting very little
information about the atrocities committed by the Indian forces. In this
background, some non-governmental organizations and groups from
Pakistan, Europe and North America, took initiative by bringing out several
journals and newsletters giving news items, analyses, interviews of
Mujahideen and accounts of their achievements and sufferings from their
own sources inside occupied Kashmir and Azad Kashmir. The following is

areview of some of these journals.
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Jihad-e-Kashmir. The most prominent journal of current affairs on
Kashmir is being published in Urdu from Rawalpindi, Pakistan since 1991.
Originally issued monthly but is now published twice a month. It covers
events of the previous two weeks in Kashmir, includes news reports,
personal accounts of Mujahideen, interviews of not only Kashmiri
Mujahideen, but also of Muslim leaders from all over the world, essays on
problems and issues facing the Islamic Ummah, etc. Each year the journal
also gives in one of its issues the list of martyres, who gave away their lives
in Kashmir for the sake of Allah. The journal has several correspondents in
Jammu, Srinagar and New Delhi, who contribute features on Kashmir
regularly. For more information, visit the Web  site

<http://www jihad-e-kashmir.org.pk>.

Kashmir Al-Muslimah. This is an Arabic edition of Jihad-e-Kashmir
with essays, interviews, news items, reports on Kashmir for the readers in
Arab countries. The journal has helped in highlighting the Kashmir problem
in the Middle East.

Kashmir Al-Jareeha. A newsletter published in Arabic by the Kashmir
Committee of the World Assembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY) in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia. The newsletter includes news items and successes and losses

of various Mujahideen groups in Kashmir during the month in report.

Kashmir Quarterly. It is a quarterly journal issued in English by the
Kashmiri-Canadian Council since 1995. The journal reports on
developments in the Indian occupied Kashmir and neighboring areas i the
form of essays, reports, commentaries and letters. There is also a section

entitled "Quarterly Review on Human Rights Violations," which gives
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report of atrocities committed by the Indian security forces during the
previous quarter. The source of these report is a Srinagar-based press
agency called Kashmir Press International (KPI). The quarterly is also

distributed to subscribers in electronic format via e-mail.

Kashmir Today. A bimonthly journal on Kashmir, issued by the
Kashmir Solidarity USA, New York, since 1994.

Kashmir Watch. A monthly journal published in English by the
Institute of Policy Studies, Islamabad. The journal includes news items,

essays, and reports on the Kashmiri freedom movement.

Autobiographies

The Kashmiri freedom movement has produced scores of people who
have given tremendous sacrifices for the just cause of Kashmir. The issues
of Jihad-e-Kashmir are filled with the heroic stories of these Mujahideen.
Many of these stories are personal account of the miseries and torture they
have suffered in prison, interrogation centers, and torture cells in Kashmir
and other parts of India. One such personal account is given in a
three-volume set entitled Rudad-e-Qafas (the prison diary) by Syed Ali
Gilani,®® who is currently the Chairman of All-Parties Hurriyat Conference
(APHC), an alliance of several political parties in Kashmir, who are fighting
for the freedom of Kashmir. While the first two volumes have already been
published by the Institute of Policy Studies, the manuscript of the third
volume has been confiscated by the Indian government. Rudad-e-Qafas is
not only a history of the Kashmir freedom movement, it also gives an

insight into what farce India is playing in the occupied Kashmir in the name
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of 'democracy’ and secularism. The book gives "an account of the third
degree methods, which are employed by the Indian army and police at the
interrogation centre in Jammu. The inmates of this interrogation centre are
kept in abject conditions, the purpose being to demoralize and terrorise them
so that they make fake "confessions” and admit all the charges and

allegations, the police want them to admit."“?

There are also a few autobiographies of the people who have been
directly responsible for causing this tragedy or committing atrocities on
Kashmiri Muslims under their rule. Famous among them are the
autobiographies of Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah,*? his son Farooq
Abdullah,*? and Jagmohan(‘m who has been the governor of the state of
Jammu and Kashmir. In their books all of them justify their acts of
oppressions as a means of keeping the state under the Indian occupation.
However, they also admit that excesses have been committed on the people

of Kashmir by the Indian security forces.

World Media

Despite the Indian government's attempt to impose a news blackout in
Jammu and Kashmir, the world media have managed to cover the events in
the occupied territory quite regularly. The British Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC) through its correspondents stationed in Srinagar and New Delhi has
taken a lead among other broadcasting agencies in broadcasting news
reports from Kashmir in its Urdu and Hindi services almost daily.
Occasionally reports and films on encounters between Mujahideen and the
Indian security forces are also shown on the BBC television. The other

agencies which broadcast news on Kashmir are Voice of America (VOA),
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All India Radio (AIR), Voice of Germany (VOG), Radio Pakistan, Radio
Muzaffarabad (Azad Kashmir), Radio Tehran, Radio Australia, etc. The
44 giving

details of the coverage of the Kashmir conflict by various broadcasting

Institute of Policy Studies has brought out on excellent source

agencies around the world.

In the print media also, the events in Kashmir are being covered quite
regularly. The renowned world dailies--New York Times, Guardian,
Financial Times, Times, London, and weeklies- Time and Newsweek include
news reports, articles and analyses on the Kashmir issue. A selection of
clippings from the above newspapers and weeklies has also been compiled
by the IPS.4

Kashmir Press International (KPI). KPI1 is a press agency dedicated to
highlighting the Kashmiri freedom movement through press releases,
audiocassettes and videocassettes. It has offices in Srinagar and Azad
Kashmir with correspondents and reporters sending authoritative and timely

reports of the freedom movement from inside Kashmir.

CONCLUSION

The endless suffering of the Kashmiri Muslims is a matter of grave
concern for the Islamic Ummah. We have done very little to stop the illegal
actions from the sale of Kashmir by the British to its annexation by the
government of India. The history of Kashmir is very well recorded both by
Jocal and independent foreign journalists, historians and scholars. Their
works cited in this paper prove beyond any doubt that the annexation of
Kashmir by India was illegal and that India backed out after accepting the



90 Symposium on Islamic World Information Sources

UN resolutions demanding the right of self determination for the
Kashmiripeople to decide about their future. There are hard evidences in the
reports by Amnesty International, Asia Watch, and other human rights
organizations that the Indian security forces are engaged in killing, torture,

rape, and other crimes against humanity in Kashmir.

The Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) has formed a Contact
Group to monitor the situation in Kashmir and make recommendations to
the OIC in finding ways for resolving the Kashmir problem. The OIC may
need to exert pressure on India through more than 50 member states to stop
atrocities in Kashmir, withdraw its security forces from the state, and give

the Kasmiris the right of self determination required by the UN resolutions.

The review of information sources on the plight of Kashmiri Muslims is
an attempt to trace the history of sufferings in Kashmir. It is hoped that

these sources will help us in a better understanding of the Kashmir problem.
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Sources of Information on Muslim Minorities:
A case of Singapore

Prof. Dr. Abdus Sattar Chaudhry"”)

Abstract

Muslims in Singapore account for about 16 per cent of the total
population. They live alongside non-Muslims in a country where freedom
of religion is enshrined in the constitution. Singapore is a multiracial
city-state surrounded by three Muslim countries. Muslims there face a
multitude of challenges and need to equip themselves with proper
knowledge and understanding of their faith. In this context, the role of

information is crucial.

Islamic organizations in Singapore are trying to make Islamic
information available to Muslims and non-Muslims alike in an effective

manner by the use of modern information technology.

This paper provides an overview of the major activities of Singapore's
main Islamic organizations. It introduces the relevant Internet sites,

describes the various publication programs, and surveys the information

(*) Division of Information Studies, School of Applied Science Nanyang Technological
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resource collections. Organizations active in information generation and
dissemination  belong to Government departments, community
organizations, Da'wa agencies, and professional groups. Internet technology
has become a primary means of information dissemination among Islamic
organizations in Singapore. All of these Internet sites and they provide
links to outside sources of information related to Islam and Muslims. They
also have active publication programs and produce serial publications
including in-house bulletins, monthly magazines, and quarterly journals.
They use seminars, public talks, and discussions for intellectual discourse

on special issues related to Muslim communities.

Many organizations have some material on Islam and Muslims in their
collections. Most local Islamic organizations maintain some sort of library
or information resource center containing collections of information
materials on Islam and Muslims. The library collections are. however, small

and need to be better developed and organized.
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Sources of Information on Muslim Minorities:
A case of Singapore

Introduction

Singapore is a multi religious and multiracial cosmopolitan city-state of
about three million people. It is strategically located in the Southeast Asian
region, surrounded by three Muslim countries, Brunei, Indonesia and
Malaysia. The Muslims in Singapore are a minority group, constituting
about 16 per cent of the total populationm. Most Muslims in Singapore are
Malays but there are also Arabs, Chinese, Indians, and Pakistanis among

@) They live alongside Taoists, Buddhists, Christians and Hindus in

3)

them
this country in which freedom of religion is enshrined in the Constitution
As members of a modern and rapidly changing metropolis, Muslims in
Singapore face a multitude of challenges to the practice and interpretation to
their faith. These challenges raise a variety of issues relating to Islamic
education, Islamic law and legal institutions, the management of Islamic
institutions, leadership in the Muslim community, and non-Muslim
perception of Islam and Muslims™. Such a situation makes it necessary that
Muslims in Singapore are well equipped with proper knowledge and
understanding of their faith to be able to provide clear and coherent
explanations about Islam and its position in the modern world. Among
other things, this requires dedicated Islamic organizations with strong
information and publication programs for the development and nurturing of
critical reflection and thinking among Muslims. A variety of organizations
and institutions have been established in Singapore by Government and the
Muslim community to redress social and other problems. These
organizations are contributing towards the generation and distribution of

information on Islam and Muslims through various means.
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This paper provides an overview of the major activities of main Islamic
organizations in Singapore. It describes the various publication programs
and methods used by these organizations for effective dissemination of
information on Islam and Muslims. Data for this study was collected
through review of publications, browsing of web sites, and discussions with
the staff and volunteers involved in different type of Islamic activities. The
information is expected to be of interest to Muslim minorities in other parts
of the world. The first section of the paper provides a general introduction
of important Islamic organizations (mission, objectives, and major
functions) while the specific sources of information (Web sites,
publications, and resource centers) are described in the second section. The
paper concludes with a summary of strategies employed and approaches
taken by the Islamic organization for dissemination of information to

Muslims and non-Muslims.

ISLAMIC ORGANIZATIONS
GOVERNMENT BODIES
1. MUIS (Majlis Ugama Islam Singapura)

The Religious Council of Muslims (MUIS) was established in 1968 as

an advisory body on matters relating to Islam in Singapore(S)‘

It is
responsible for the promotion of religious, social, educational, economic
and cultural activities in accordance with the principles and traditions of
Islam as enshrined in the Holy Quran and Sunnah. The principal functions
of MUIS are as follows:

* Administration of zakat, fitrah, waqgf, pilgrimage affairs and da'wah

activities
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* Administration of the affairs of mosques

* Coordination of Islamic education programs

* Issuance of fatwas (religious rulings)

* Provision of study grants to Muslim students

* Provision of financial relief to poor and needy Muslims

* Assistance to new converts

MUIS also administers the Islamic Center of Singapore which provides
a number of facilitates aimed at disseminating information including a
library, an audio-visual room and other facilities for meetings, seminars,
lectures, etc. MUIS also plays an effective role in dissemination of
information on Islam and Muslims through a network of more than 70

mosques and a number of community groups.

2. MENDAKI (Council for the Development of Singapore Muslim

Community)

MENDAKI was established in 1982 to uplift he educational
performance of the Muslim community. While its primary focus remains on
educational development, MENDAKI's programs also include social,

cultural and economic development(6)

. Through its six departments of

Corporate Services, Economic Development, Education, Finance, Research

and Development, and Social and Cultural Affairs, MENDAKI is

committed to achieving the following objectives:

* To foster a well-educated and well-trained Muslim community

* To strengthen values consistent with Islamic teachings in order to
contribute to wholesome family and social and cultural values

* To help identify economic opportunities for the Muslim community
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* To build up the required research, administrative and support services to
attain the mission of excellence in education for the Muslim community
* To develop close rapport and support with the Muslim grass root

community organizations, Government and outside organizations.

MENDAKI is also playing an important role in the dissemination of
information on Islam and Muslims. It has conceptualized a "Community
Intranet” designed to take the Muslim grassroots organizations in the 21st
century. It maintains a resource center that serves as a reference and
information center for MEDAKI's activities. Its collection includes
materials on educational, social, cultural and economic development of the

Muslim community.
3. PERDAUS (Persatuan Pelajar Pelajar Agama Dewasa Singapura)

PERDAUS (Adult Religious Students Association) is an established
social and educational organization formed in 1964 as an affiliate
organization of MUIS and MENDAKI . It is steered by a combination of
highly qualified young professionals and experienced community leaders.
PERDAUS carries out its community services through three centers
comprising students and adults by organizig the following programs:

* Academic tuition
* Family development programs
* Community programs

* Legal and counseling

PERDAUS' future directions are charted by Plan 2000 and Plan2005,

which set performance targets to be achieved during the coming 10-15
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years. It is expected to play a positive role in the dissemination of
information working harmoniously with all parties to promote the

development of the Islamic Ummah and the Muslim community.

MISSIONNARY AGENCIES
1. Jamiyah Singapura (Muslim Missionary Society of Singapore)

JAMIYAH Singapura was founded in 1932. It currently has more than
35,000 members (8). Its activities encompass various educational, religious,
welfare and social programs. In addition to a library of information
materials on Islam and Muslims, JAMIYAH maintains a Web site on
Islamic information. The Web page allows the community to post notices
and messages to facilitate an exposure to different cultures and ideas
broadening horizon of Muslim community. JAMIYAH established an
Information Technology Unit in 1997 to equip Muslims with knowledge
and skills that would be relevant in the year 2000 and beyond with focus in
the following areas:

* To inform the community of the latest development sand trends

* To train the community with the skills necessary for them to avoid being
obsolete and redundant

* To help reduce the intimidation from not knowing IT

* To provide advisory services to everyday computer users

As a continuing effort to train the community, JAMIYAH holds

seminars and workshops to address certain issues and to educate members.
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2. PERGAS (Persatuan Guru-Guru Agama Singapura)

PERGAS Singapura (Singapore Religious Teachers' Association) is
striving towards the establishment of a "Khaira Ummah" by building and
establishing a comprehensive Islamic personality among Muslims in

Singapore(g) .

Its activities are aimed at creating awareness and

understanding based on knowledge for the doing of good deeds. Its major

programs include the following:

* Cyber Ummah: interaction with teachers, activists, and concerned
Muslims

* Kalendar Kita: Muslim calendar of events, a link to search Muslim
activities around the island

* Prayer Timetable: Current year timetable for Singapore

PERGAS has also set up a Web site that provides links to authentic

sources of information on Islam and Muslims and related topics.
3. The Muhammadiyah Association

The birth of Muhammadiyah Association can be traced back to a
meeting of students in 1957 though it was registered as a welfare
organization only in 1989 49 1tisa religious reformation movement and is
striving to function as an agent of social change through formal and
informal educational programs. It is also playing an important role in the
dissemination of information on Islam and Muslims in Singapore. Its
Publication and Information departments are disseminating Islamic
information through publication of magazines and bulletins and seminars,

discussions, and forums. In addition, it maintains a Web site that is aimed
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at introducing members and non-members to Islamic knowledge and
information. Through its Research and Development Department,
Muhammadiyah is conducting research on beliefs and understanding of the
Muslim community in Singapore and the acceptance of society on the
concept of "SUNNAH".

4. Darul Arqam Singapura (Muslim Converts Association of Singapore)

Darul Arqam is a registered association of Muslim converts in
Singapore. It strives to project a better understanding of Islam to both

Muslims and non-Muslims an

. The Association conducts various programs
for new believers to develop their spiritual well being. The developmental
program areas are as follows:

*  Orientation

* Registration

*  Attachment to Converts’ Officer

* Introductory Courses on Islam

*  Assessment

*  Certificate of Conversion

Darul Argam holds classes in a number of languages for new believers.
It also conducts seminars and courses to prepare Muslims on the proper
approaches of conveying Islam to non-Muslims. It has a number of
publications including magazines, books, and brochures and has also
produced information on audio and video tapes for educational purposes. It
conducts public lectures to attract a wider audience. Darul Argam also

maintains a good library and runs a bookstore of Islamic publications.
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THINK TANK GROUPS

1. Angkatan Karyawan Islam Singapura (Association of Muslim

Professionals)

The Association of Muslim Professions (AMP) was established in 1991
as a think tank, mobiliser and problem-solver in the development of the

U2 AMP's vision is to bring about a

Muslim community in Singapore
model Muslim minority community that is educationally excellent,
economically dynamic, socially progressive, culturally vibrant and
politically influential. To realize this vision, in addition to its research and
training activities, AMP conducts consultancy services and carries out an
elaborate seminar series including public seminars, meetings of resources
persons, and roundtable discussons. It brings out a number of publications,
and maintains a resource center comprising of the following units:

* Resource Library

* Media Watch Unit

* Opinion Polls/Surveys Unit

* Internet Management Unit
2. CCIS (Center for Contemporary Islamic Studies)

CCIS has recently been established as a research and scholarly organ of
Darul Argam, the Association of Muslim Converts. Its objectives include
the study of how Muslims come to terms with the conditions of modern life
while remaining true to their faith and retaining their cultural legacy 3
CCIS is expected to play an important role in the dissemination of

information to intellectuals with its focus on issues concerning Islam from
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the perspective of a Muslim community. It uses scholarly seminars as a
main tool for dissemination of information through intellectual discourse

among invited gatherings of scholars, politicians, and professionals.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION
WEB SITES

Web sites and Home pages are being used as the main vehicle of
communication of information by Islamic organization in Singapore. All
major Islamic organizations have developed their own home pages. In
addition to propagate their activities, links are provided to outside
information sources throughout the world. The following list provides URL

addresses for selected organizational and personal home pages:

1. KampungNet
(http://www.pointpub.com/kampungnet/main.shtml)

2. CyberPerdaus
(http://www cyberPerdaus.org.sg)

3. Darul Arqam
(http://www.darul-argam.org.sg)

4. Centre for Research on Islamic and Malay Affairs

(http://amp.org.sg/publications.programs.html)

5. PERGAS
(http://www.pergas.org.sg)



114 Symposium on Islamic World Information Sources

6. Islamic Infomap

(http://www.muis.gov.sg/servics/index.html)

7. Jamiyah
(http://www jamiyah.org.sg/wwwboard/wwwboard.html)

8. Taman Bacaan on the Net

(http://home | .pacific.net.sg/~bahari/)

9. The Muhammadiyah Association

(http://home | .pacific.net.sg/~muhdassn/)

10. MENDAKI
(http://www.mendaki.org.sg/Ymweb/html/)

11. Noordin Dollah's Homepage

(http://sunflower.singnet.com.sg/~noordin/islamic_page.htm)

12. Ustaz Noor Rawi Homepage
(http://web.singnet.com.sg/~anabil/)

13. Muslim Society of NTU Home Page.
(http://www.ntu.edu.sg/studorgn/muslim/)

14. NUS Islamic Society Web site.

(http://www.nussu.nus.sg/nussu/Nclubsoc/muslimsoc/)

15. Nasir's Islamic Home Page.

(http://www.cyberway.comn.sg/~cheh65/)
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PUBLICATIONS

Most of the monographic and reference publications on Muslims in
Singapore have been produced by institutions interested in regional studies,
e.g., Institute of Southeast Asian Studies and a number of departments at the
National University of Singapore. A list of selected publications is given

below:
Books and Reference Materials

1. Abdalati, Hammudah. Islam in focus 2nd ed. Singapore: Muslim Youth
Assembly, 1980.

2. Islamic banking in Southeast Asia, edited by Mohamed Ariff.
Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 1988.

3. Islam and society in Southeast Asia, edited by Taufik Abdullah and
Sharon Siddique. Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 1986.

4. Lim, Patricia Pui Huen (comp). The Malay world of Southeast Asia : a
select cultural bibliography Singapore: Programme on the Cultural
Heritage of Southeast Asia,

5. Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 1986.

6. Making the difference: ten years of MENDAKI. Singapore: Yayasan
Mendaki, 1992.

7. The Muslim private sector in Southeast Asia: Islam and economic
development in Southeast Asia, edited by Mohamed Ariff. Singapore:
Social Issues in Southeast Asia, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies,
1991.

8. Ahmad Ibrahim, Sharon Siddique, and Yasmin Hussain (Comp).
Readings on Islam in Southeast Asia. Singapore: Institute of Southeast
Asian Studies, 1986.
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9. Hussin Mutalib, et al.(Comp.). Singapore Malay/Muslim community,
1819-1994: a bibliography. Singapore: Centre for Advanced Studies,
National University of Singapore, 1995.

10. Zuraidah Ibrahim. Muslims in Singapore : a shared vision. Singapore:

Published for Majlis Ugama Islam Singapura by Times Editions, 1994.
Serial Publications

All major Islamic organizations in Singapore are publishing bulletins
and other serial publications to announce their activities and also document
research carried out by them through discussions, talks, and seminars. A list

of major serials and other periodical publications is given below:

1. MUIS Publications: In addition to its online publications, Warita
and Membina Warisan, MUIS has 14 print publications in Malay and six in
English. Most of these publications are targeted for general public and many
of them appear with irregular frequency. It also produces a number of
leaflets that are made available at the Islamic Center of Singapore and at
number of mosques in the city.  The following is a list of English
publications:

* Hari Raya Sermon

*  Working papers for Congress on Religious Education
* A Guide to Haj Application Procedures

* Muslims in Singapore - A Shared Vision

* Muslim Diet (Halal & Haram Food & Drinks)

* uide to Prayer

2. OPS: The Occasional Paper Series. It is published as a quarterly

journal by the Association of Muslim Professionals to document research
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papers, research findings and discussion of issues relating to the Muslim
community. The following papers were published during the last three
years (since 1995 when the program was first launched):

* Factor Affecting Malay/Muslim Pupils' Performance in Education

* The New Malay - His Role and Future

* Self-Help and National Integration

* The Future of Civil Society in Singapore

* Keadaan Sosiologi Masyarakat Melayu (The State of Malay Sociology)

3. Karyawan ( Professionals). It is a quarterly magazine that highlights
achievements as well as issues and concerns of the Malay/Muslim
community in Singapore. The magazine also provides a platform to discuss
policies that will have an impact on the community as well as the society in
general. Karyawan is designed for individuals who want to know about the

progress and problems of the Malay/Muslim community in Singapore.

4. Darul Arqam Publications. In addition to its In-House Bulletin,
which is published monthly as a circular to members of the Muslim
Converts' Association of Singapore, Darul Arqam publishes two quarterly

journals entitled Muslim Readers and Teens' Crossroads.

5. Suara Muhammadiyah. It is published by the Muhammadiyah
Association quarterly to inform people of the activities of the association
and also to discuss various issues confronting the Muslim community in
Singapore. A major part of the journal is in Malay but there are sections

that carry material in English.

6. Voice of Islam. It is published bi-monthly by Jamiyah Singapura. It
carries articles in English, Arabic and Malay. Jamiayah is planning to

publish another magazine called Jamiyah Bulletin from next year.
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SEMINARS

1. AMP Public Seminar Series. Launched in 1994, the seminar series
provides a forum to address issues and developments affecting the
Malay/Muslim community. The series also seeks to identify and tap the
expertise of researchers and academics both locally and globally. The
seminar series revolves around the theme "Malay/Muslims in a Developed

Society - Challenges and Prospects”.

2. Karyawan Roundtable Discussion Series. Established as a quarterly
meeting of resource persons, the roundtable discussion provides a platform

for an open discussion of issues affecting the Muslim community.

3. CCIS Seminar Series. Center for Contemporary Islamic Studies
conduct seminars for invited gatherings of scholars and professionals on
issues of importance to Muslims in Singapore. The following seminars
were conducted during 1998:

* Islamic Law in a Minority Community: A Contemporary Approach
* Singapore’s Muslim Community: Challenges and Opportunities in the

Century
* Women in Islam: A Reappraisal
* Islamic View of Nuclear Weapons: Pakistan's Entry into the Nuclear

Club

LIBRARIES AND RESOURCE CENTERS

1. RIMA Resource Center. The Center for Research on Islamic and
Malay Affairs, which is managed by AMP, maintains a resource center that

offers a Resource Library, a Media Watch Unit, Opinion Polls/Survey Unit,
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and an Internet management Unit. The Library is developed as a niche
library to cater to the needs of researchers with a keen interest in Muslim
affairs. Utilizing the technology of the Internet, the library seeks to tap into
databases and bibliographic references on works relating to the Malay and
Muslims. There is a plan to make available the collections of distinguished
academics who have studied or written about the Muslims. The Media
Watch Unit serves as a feedback mechanism to monitor and respond to
reports and issues emerging through the media. The Opinion Polls/Survey
Unit performs the role of information gathering for the association. The
unit also plays a pivotal role in providing support to applied research

projects related to public policy issues.

2. Libraries of Islamic Madrasas. There are more than 50 religious
schools in Singapore but the following six full-time madrasahs are more
prominent and well established (e
* Madrasah Alsagoff Al-Islamia
* Madrasah Aljunied Al-Islamiah
* Madrasah Al-Maarif Al-Islamiah
* Madrasah Wak Tanjong Al-Islamiah
Madrasah Al-Irsyad Al-Islamiah
* Madrash Al-Arabiah Al-Islamiah

*

All these schools have small libraries of rich collections on different
subjects related to Islamic studies in English, Malay, and Tamil. The
libraries are not well organized and need to be managed with well-thought
out collection development programs. However, these libraries are a good

source of information on Islam and Muslims in Singapore.
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3. Libraries of Islamic Missionary Organizations Darul Argam
maintains a library of reference materials on topics related to Islam and
Muslims. Main categories of collection include figh, fundamentals,
qur‘aanic studies, hadith, mysticism, and theology. The library is automated
and OPAC can be searched on the Internet.

MUIS and MEDAKI maintain small resources centers mainly holding
repoitory materials and donations, in addition to their own publications.
MUIS has developed a special database called Islamic knowledgebase. It is
a collection of frequently asked questions that have been collected
throughout the years. It may be searched using specific keywords and
narrowing search to just the category of interest. The major categories of
knowledge base include: Faraid, Halal, Hajj, Zakat, and Umum.

The MENDAKI Resource Center serves as a reference and information
resource for all MENDAKI's activities. The resource collection includes
materials on educational, social, cultural and economic development of the
Malay/ Muslim community as well as that of the other communities.

Islamic Center of Singapore also maintains a small library mainly books
gifted by different organizations. Muhammadiya and Jamiya also have
basic collection of Islamic resources but not developed through a
well-throughout collection development program.

4. Islamic Collections in other Singapore Libraries. Institute of
Southeast Asian Studies, National University of Singapore, and community
libraries run by the National Library Board of Singapore have basic
collection of materials on Islam and Muslims in Malay, English, Tamil, and
Arabic languages. But, these materials represent only a small fraction of
information material on Islam and Muslims.
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CONCLUSION

There are more than 200 Islamic organizations in Singapore. A review
of relevant Web sites and interviews with staff and volunteers of various
organizations revealed that eight of them are playing an effective role in the
dissemination of Islamic information. These include government bodies
established to oversee the Muslim affairs, e.g. MUIS and MENDAKI;
community organizations like PERDAUS AND PERGAS; missionary
agencies like Darul Argam, Muhammadyia and Jamiyah; and think tank
groups of professionals and intellectuals like CCIS and APM. Most of these
organizations seem to be focusing on the needs of English and Malay
speaking Muslims. Other than a small association, not much activities were

found reported for Tamil speaking Muslims.

The Islamic organizations are involved in different types of activities
aimed at generating and distributing Islamic information in the country.
Their programs are designed in line with the sensitivities of a multi-ethnic
society of Singapore and they seem to be taking full advantage of
information technology available in the country. The Web technology has
become their main tool of information dissemination. They are also using
traditional channels of communication and methods of information delivery
including publications, seminars, and discussions to reach a wider audience
of Muslims and non-Muslims (the potential converts to Islam). Most of the
monographic publications and reference materials have been produced by
institutions interested in regional studies. The Islamic organization,
however, have major share in producing serial publications, which include

in-house bulletins, monthly magazines, and quarterly journals.
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Surprisingly, materials on Islam and Muslims available in Singapore
libraries seem to be inadequate. Large academic libraries, some special
libraries, and a number of public libraries have materials in their collection
related to Malays and Muslims but it is just a small fraction of Islamic
literature. The collections of libraries and resource centers of the Islamic
organizations are also not impressive. Most of them have some sort of
library or information resource centers but their resources have not been
developed properly. These library collections need to be enhanced and

better organized.

This study is useful in the sense that no other comprehensive work was
found on Islamic information sources in Singapore. However, this work is
descriptive in nature and there is a need that future studies of Islamic
information sources in Singapore focus on assessment and evaluation of

services and resources of the Islamic organizations in the country.
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British Military Research on Afghanistan, Iran,
and the Arabian Peninsula -the Gazetteer Projects.

Professor Dr. Ludwig W. Adamec"”

Abstract

In its effort of imperial control, the British Indian General Staff
compiled gazetteers of Afghanistan, Iran, and the Arabian Peninsula. For
some fifty years prior to the end of World War I, successive editions were
produced which included all the published, unpublished, and secret
information available to that time. The gazetteers included an abundance of
data relating to the geography, climate, geology, demography, economics,
local and tribal history, culture, and politics of these areas. The project was
begun to collect intelligence by British Indian government for the guidance
of its military and political departments. It was classified and, when South
Asia became independent of British rule, the materials remained secret,

soon to be forgotten.

In the early 1970s, this writer was able to locate the material and publish

the 6-volume Historical and Political Gazetteer of Afghanistan and the

(*) Professor of Middle Eastern Studies Department of Near Eastern Studies University of
Arizona. USA



126 Symposium on Islamic World Information Sources

4-volume Historical Gazetteer of Iran (his assistant, Dr. S.A. Scoville,

published two of the four-volume Gazetteer of Arabia)

The gazetteers were updated by this writer on the basis of sources
available in Afghanistan, Iran, and Western countries, provided with maps
at a scale of 250,000 which were the results of US aerial surveys - and

published in ten volumes between the years 1952 and 1989.

The gazetteers of Afghanistan and Iran produced by this writer (and the
one on Arabia by Dr. Scoville) contain the historical and cultural data
accumulated by Britain over the course of a century as well as information
produced more recently in the Middle East and the West. Maps at a scale of
1:250,000 were appended to permit the location of entries. The gazetteers
are encyclopedic reference works with a wealth of data formerly not
available. Thus, research begun for military purposes now serves the

peaceful purpose of Middle East area studies.
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British Military Research on Afghanistan, Iran,
and the Arabian Peninsula -the Gazetteer Projects.

In its effort of imperial control, the British-Indian General Staff
compiled gazetteers of Afghanistan, Iran, and the Arabian Peninsula. For
some fifty years prior to the end of World War I, successive editions were
produced which included all the published, unpublished and secret
information available to that time. The gazetteers included an abundance of
data relating to the geography, climate, geology, demography, economics,
local and tribal history, culture, and politics of these areas.")

The project was begun as an effort to collect intelligence by the British
Indian government for the guidance of its military and political
dcpartments.(z) It was classified and, when South Asia became independent
of British rule, the materials remained secret, soon to be forgotten.

In the early 1970s, this writer was able to locate the material and publish
the 6-volume Historical and Political Gazetteer of Afghanistan and the
4-volume Historical Gazetteer of Iran (his assistant, Dr. S. A. Scoville,
published two of the four-volume Gazetteer of Arabia ).

The gazetteers were updated by this writer on the basis of sources
available in Afghanistan, Iran, and Western countries, provided with maps
at a scale of 250,000 - which were the result of US aerial surveys - and
published in ten volumes by the Akademische Druck- u. Verlagsanstalt in
Graz, Austria, between the years 1972 and 1989.

Historical Background

On the last day of the year 1600 (December 31) the East India Company
(properly called "The Governor and Company of Merchants of London
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Trading in the East Indias") was given a charter from Queen Elisabeth to
trade "together with limited authority to make laws and punish interlopers."

It coined money and raised an army for the protection of its trade.”®)

Much of the subsequent history of the Company was an effort to protect
its monopoly. The charter was periodically renewed, and by the middle of
the 18th century the Company was the de facto ruler of Bengal. Its Board of
Control appointed a govemnor-general as executive who conducted the
government for the Company until 1858, when the Crown ended the charter
and appointed a viceroy, subject to the control of the London government.
(4) The Company concluded treaties with local potentates and waged wars
in its attempt to become the paramount power in India; it bore the

responsibility for a major defeat in the first Anglo-Afghan war (1838-42).

The Company annexed Sind (1843) and the Punjab (1849) and the
government of India (after 1858) expanded the British domains in the
northwest in a search for the "scientific frontier.” The Dutch had been
ousted first and the French and Portuguese limited to possessions in the
south of the Indian sub-continent. But Russia was moving into Central
Asia, seemingly threatening the British hold on India. Trading relations
with Iran, were conducted through Bandar Abbas with Shiraz and Isfahan
and a Political Residency was first set up in Bushire in 1763. Trade with
Arabia in the 17th and 18th centuries was conducted by way of the Red Sea
and from the early 19th century with Najd. British Residents and Agents
were established in the Gulf and Iraq, which controlled relations with

Bahrain, Kuwait, Muscat, Qatar, and Yemen. ®



British Military Research on Afghanistan, Iran ... 129

Objectives

British Indian objectives were threefold: To control Afghanistan and
Iran as a barrier to Russian expansion; to protect British hegemony in the

Gulf; and to control the Red Sea and the coastal areas of Arabia.

Afghanistan was to serve as a natural boundary for the defense of India,
either on the crests of the Hindu Kush or on the Amu Daria. But despite
two wars, direct control of Afghanistan was not possible; therefore, Britain
concluded an alliance with the Afghan ruler which supported him against an
attack from Russia but relegated the conduct of his foreign relations to
Britain.® This kind of arrangement lasted from 1880 until 1919 when King

Amanullah ended Afghanistan’s status as a quasi protectorate.

Britain never succeeded in gaining exclusive control of Iran, but with the
conclusion of the Anglo-Russian Convention of 1907 and occupation of Iran
during two world wars, Britain succeeded in exploring every part of the
country. A concession for the exploration of oil in southern Iran, given to
the Anglo-Iranian oil company in 1901, led to the discovery of vast amounts
of oil and permitted the British navy to switch fuel from coal to 0il.”
Henceforth the protection of its resources as well as trade became the

primary policy objective.

In Arabia Britain was content with control of the coastal areas. Before
the advent of aerial warfare the deserts of central Arabia were impenetrable
to conventional armies. But her primary objective was control of the sea
lanes to India and the protection of the Suez Canal after it was completed in
1869.
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The Collection of Intelligence

Prior to the early twentieth century there still existed much terra
incognita in the Middle East which could only be explored by individuals
who ventured into "forbidden" lands. Deserts, mountains, passes, and rivers
were strategic assets of the local rulers and the knowledge of the terrain was

secret information.

Therefore, the British Indian General Staff began to collect data on the
Middle East in case it was felt necessary to carry campaigns into
neighboring countries. Material on Afghanistan was compiled from many
sources: During two Anglo-Afghan wars (1839-1842, 1878-1881)British
occupation forces were able to collect data directly within Afghanistan.
Other opportunities were offered when the British Indian government
assisted in the demarcation of Afghanistan’s borders with India, Russia, and
Irn.  Sir Mortimer Durand, foreign secretary of the government of India,
was instrumental in demarcating the Indo-Afghan boundary in 1893, named
after him the "Durand Line." An Afghan Boundary Commission (ABC)
headed by Major (later Sir) A. H. McMahon examined the Afghan-Baluch
boundary in 1894-95, and Sistan in 1903-05. Other missions inspected the
Russian frontier in 1904-05, the Pamir region in 1896, and the Afghan
Iranian border in 1870-72'®

Data was gleaned from the writings of adventurers like J. P. Ferrier, a
French soldier of fortune, G. Forster a traveler and author 1776, Charles
Masson who explored the country in 1836-41. British emissaries like
Alexander Burnes, Mountstuart Eiphinstone, Henry W. Bellew published
major works on Afghan geography and culture.”” The British Indian
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government had a vast pool of subjects who were conversant in the

languages of the area and proved to be valuable informants.

British objectives in Iran were to counteract French and Russian
attempts to gain influence in the country. Already in 1799 India sent a Shi a
Muslim, Mehdi Ali Khan, to Tehran to win Persian support to forestall an
Afghan invasion of India. Captain Malcolm made several visits (1800,
1808, and 1810) to Tehran to conclude an alliance with Fath Ali Shah
(1797-1834) which was to keep the French and Afghans in check and to
gain permission for British and Indian subjects to settle on the Gulf coast to

conduct trade free of taxation.

British influence was to grow quickly: Britishers were involved in the
construction of telegraph lines 19 in the latter part of the 19th century they
gained various concessions (Baron Julius Reuter for mining and banking in
1872 and Gerald F. Talbot for tobacco in 1890) which resulted in increasing
xenophobia and contributed indirectly to the Persian Revolution of 1905-06.
Finally, in 1907, Russia and Britain agreed to a convention which
partitioned the country into spheres of influence "D This greatly increased

the possibilities for collecting information on Iran.

Arabia, like Afghanistan, was not open to exploration.  British
knowledge of the area was confined to the periphery, where the East India
Company had established trading links. A handful of Western explorers
traveled, usually in disguise. through the Arabian deserts. The British Indian
General Staff collated information published by early travelers, like Carsten
Niebur, who explored Yemen and published his Travels in Arabia in 1762,

and 19th century explorers like Jean Louis Burkhardt, who traveled with the
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Beduins; William Gifford Palgrave, who crossed Arabia from Jerusalem to
Riyadh, Hufuf, and Muscat; Richard Burton, who published his Pilgrimage
to Al-Medinah and Mecca in 1853; and Charles M. Doughty, whose
Travels in Arabia Deserta was published in 1888. Many of the above were
employees of the Indian government. H.St. John Philby and Gertrude Bell,
started out in British government service and became major experts on
Arabia. But after the end of World War II the period of exploration had
ended. Aerial surveys were able to map the entire area of the Middle East
and thereafter it was only necessary to provide the names of geographical
features which could only be obtained in collaboration with local

governments.

Sources of special interest included, in addition to gazetteers, works on
communication, such as Routes in Afghanistan, Iran, and Arabia. The
military objectives were apparent from such publications as Plan of
Operations in the Event of War with Afghanistan and Mobilization. Routes

in Afghanistan (12

, volumes on tribes and important personalities were
compiled 3) The British General Staff produced periodic Military Reports
on Afghanistan, Iran, and Arabia.!'¥ Handbooks were produced on
Afghanistan, Iran, and various parts of the Arabian Peninsula (]5). These
Handbooks included chapters on the tribes, communications, terrain, water,
local resources, transport and transportation, animals, accommodation,
climate, health and sanitation, as well as numerous appendices with
illustrations, tables, and maps. Summaries of events were published each
year on the various countries with chapters on foreign relations, internal

affairs, communications, and military affairs. (6
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Until the 1940s, there were few roads fit for motorized transport. Most
of the Middle East depended on tracks and caravan routes. Therefore,
information was needed on the types and numbers of beast of burden
available. Bullocks, donkeys, ponies, horses and camels were employed.
Donkeys could easily move in mountainous terrain and carry loads up to
160 pounds. The Afghan camel, superior to the Indian type, was sure-footed
and hardy and could travel with ease over mountain tracks. The British
army lost 20,000 camels during the first Anglo-Afghan war (1838-42) and
100,000 during the second (1878-79). 17

In the war of the mujahidin against Communist forces in the 1980s, the
use of beasts of burden were still of importance, and as animals died, horses
and mules had to be imported from Pakistan and as far away as Argntine,
and China, ¥

Men and animals had to live off the land. British military manuals
warned that foraging by cavalry was not possible in many parts. The
generally difficult terrain, especially in Afghanistan, gave the tribes
numerous opportunities for cutting off British cavalry. They were not only
handicapped by the livestock and supplies they tried to carry off, but also by

their own horses. as

British forces included baggage trains, which limited the mobility of the
army and were vulnerable to plunder during combat. Local resources in the
arid Jands of the Middle East were often inadequate and withheld and could
be collected only by coercive measures. Therefore, the Indian army
depended on a large number of camp followers comprising the servants,

suttlers, cantiniers, hostlers, water-carriers, snake-charmers, dancers,
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conjurers, and women.?? In February 1839, when a Bengal army of 15,000
men set out for Afghanistan, it was accompanied by no fewer than 85,000
camp followers. A German visitor to India in the 1850s commented: I saw
a Captain of the Bengal army, on his way to the army of reserve at
Ferozpore, with two large wagons drawn by oxen full of geese, fowls,
pigeons, wine, sugar, coffee, tea, and numberless tin cases of delicacies, to

say nothing of the goats, sheep, and the camels which carried his tents. 21

British intelligence tried to assess the water resources of neighboring
countries. Some areas, like the Dasht-i Margo and Registan in Afghanistan
and the Rub al-Khali in Central Arabia were virtually waterless and
provided protection for bands of nomadic tribes. Therefore, the location of
oases, rivers, and lakes was of great importance. Few perennial rivers exist
in the Middle East, but those that swell seasonally may pose a barrier to the
movement of troops. One British officer reconnoitered the location of a ford
in a river by offering any villager nearby one rupee if he could walk across

the river. The location was duly marked.

The British Intelligence Branch debriefed every traveler who passed
through the Khaibar Pass into India. British members of boundary
commissions took their time to finish the job. They went on frequent
hunting trips to reconnoiter surrounding areas, located passes and fords in

rivers, and determined the best times of the year when they could be passed.

In most of the Middle East British conventional forces would face an
enemy who was expert in guerriila war tactics. British military handbooks,
referring to Afghan warfare. which was typical of the type of combat faced

also in other tribal areas, stated: They do not await assault, but follow a
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retiring enemy relentlessly and with utmost boldness. They show great skill
in cutting off detachments and in laying ambushes for isolated bodies of
troops. They are, however, deficient in some important military qualities.
They lack steadfastness in adversity and lose heart when subjected to
reverses. They have little cohesion and concerted action on their part
cannot be expected. Their forces (lashkars) are brought to, and kept in, the
field by the exertions of their religious leaders, and each man fights as he
pleases. Time is lost owing to lengthy discussions which often precede
military action or declaration of policy. Mutual jealousies or blood feuds,
which are sunk on occasions..., are apt to reappear during prolonged

operations. 22

An Intelligence Division was set up in 1877 by Lord Salisbury in order
to insert a British influence from Turkey to Afghanistan and down the

Levant to Egypt. 23

The Division was

For the purpose of collecting records and rendering available, in the
most practical form possible, all kinds of local information that may
be useful to an army in the field, or to the military authorities and the
Government of India in preparing for any contemplated military

24

operation....

In this task it infringed on the activities of the foreign department of the
Government of India which wanted to isolate the functions of the Division
from any political influence or policy making. The Division was therefore
reorganized in 1891, and a memorandum by Brackenbury to Lord Roberts
stated
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The work of the intelligence branch in India seems to me to be
strictly confined to the recording, collating, compiling, and
distribution of information received from the political and
military officers in the countries bordering up India; and the
preparation of maps and gazetteers of those countries, and to
advising upon lines of operation, nature and strength of troops
required for action in these countries... it should on no account
whatever undertake any political work or express any political
opinions, which are the distinct function of the foreign

department under the Government of India.®

British research in Middle Eastern area studies continued until the 1930s
when the political situation in Europe and the start of World War II led to a
change in focus on Europe. Much of what was produced remained in the
archives of the India Office and the Public Record Office in London,

ngland, and in the National Archives of India in New Delhi.%®

India gained its independence in 1947 as did eventually the Emirates and
Kingdoms on the periphery of the Arabian Peninsula. The Suez Canal was
nationalized in 1956 and Britain no longer had any military interests in the
area east of Suez. India no longer needed to be protected for Britain. The
wealth of material amassed in the British archives lost its political and
gained its academic value. As the archives were opened for scholarly
research, with a closed period of fifty years, which was reduced to 25 years
in the 1960s, scholars began publishing studies in all fields of Middle
Eastern area studies. The time had come for publications by and for the new

independent states.
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Gazetteers Produced by Local Governments

Domestic sources on the Middle East were scarce and where they
existed were kept secret. Ministries kept cadastral records listing
agricultural resources for the purpose of taxation. Each ministry had its
own records which were usually not deposited in one central archive, and
statistics were at best approximations. Scholars, both native and foreign,
usually did not have access to these sources. It was only after the second

World War that gazetteers and statistical data were published.

The Afghan government published a Qamus-i Jughrafiya-yi Afghanistan
in Dari/Farsi and later the same work in Pashtu, entitled Da Afghanistan

Jughrafiya-yi Qamusm).

These were four-volume, geographical
dictionaries, compiled by the Anjoma-i Aryana Da erat al-Ma aref, and
published between 1956-1960. They were similar to the British Gazetteers,
but like the latter did not always show correct geographical coordinates.
The administrative divisions were dated by the mid-1960s. These works
were important for information about the location of religious shrines, local
histories, and the nomenclature of geographical features. This writer
consulted them in his gazetteer project for the spelling in Perso-Arabic
script of names - something which was not indicated in the British
publications. The Central Department of Statistics published a survey listing
the number of villages, agricultural population, number of landlords, land
use, livestock, land under irrigation, and types of crops. No complete
census has yet been taken. The Afghan government with the assistance of
the Agency for International Development (AID) conducted a national

demographic and family guidance survey of the settled population of
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Afghanistan and produced a Provisional Gazetteer of Afghanistan in 1975
(28)

which, however, listed only place names without any detailed description.

Iran had its first modern census in the 1950s and the National
Geographical Institute, under the editorship of General H. A. Razmara,
published the ten-volume Farhang-i Jughrafiya-yi Iran , which was a first

effort by the Iranian government(zg)

. The major deficiencies in Razmara's
work were that geographical coordinates were not given and, since its
publication in the 1950s, administrative divisions in Iran had changed. But
it provided information on the sectarian and ethnic composition of some

40,000 villages which was missing in subsequent works.

The most important publication by the Iranian government was the
27-volume Farhang-i Abadi-ha-yi Keshwar that contained a wealth of
information based on the census of 1966°”. This writer consulted this
monumental work for updating his Historical and Political Gazetteer of

Iran(3 b

. Numerous publications by Iranian scholars followed in rapid
succession, as for example, Rahnama-yi Shahrestan-ha-yi Iran, by Ibrahim
Islah Arabani, which provides information on the social and economic
situation in Iran **; Nam o Jam iyat-i Nagat-i Maskuni-yi Ostan-ha, which
is a convenient source for population statistics about the Ostans and
Famandarikols of Iran, published by the Sazman-i Barnama. Markaz-i
Amar-i Iranm); and the Farhang-i Abadi-ha-yi Iran , by Lotfullah
Mofakham-Payan, which lists some 40,000 places with geographical
coordinates®?.

Scoville tells the story of American efforts in producing the first maps of
Arabia. Since the British government was not very helpful, American

Military Intelligence established its own Middle East Branch in 1942, It
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used the National Geographic Society's Biblelands map and began to work
with members of the Standard Oil Company of Californiu to locate such
geographical features as wadis and oases. The material was then taken to

the Army Map Service in Maryland where the first maps were produced.as)

In the 1950s and 1960s, the Arabian American Oil Company
(ARAMCO), the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the U.S. Board of
Geographic Names cooperated in producing new maps at a scale of
1:500,000. The Research Division of ARAMCO, under the supervision of
George Rentz, brought in native informants and Arabists to establish correct

spellings for place names.*®

A short gazetteer is part of the National Guide & Atlas of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia , by Zaki M. A. Farsi at Jeddah, 1409/1989. It contains an
excellentmap section with an index of cities, towns, and villages. For
updating her work, Dr. Scoville utilized the Arabian American Oil
Company Place name and Tribal Files at the Research Division and
Research Library, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. For Arab Tribes she consulted
the classic, four-volume work Die Beduinen by Max Freiherr von
Oppenheim with Werner Caskel®”; and the Feeder Road Feasibility
Studies, and the Agriculture and Water Surveys studies by the consulting
firms of Italconsult, Wilson-Murrow, ETCO, Sogreah, and Basil Parsons.

These works were commissioned by the government of Saudi Arabia.

Governments contracted with Fairchild Aerial Surveys, Inc., an
American company which photographed the entire area of the Middle East,

(38) In

and produced maps that no longer showed any terra incognita.
Afghanistan, Iran, and the Arabian Peninsula projects were launched to list

the names of geographical features and places. This was often difficult as
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there were disagreements regarding the name of a river, mountain, village,
or district and governments had to decide on a common nomenclature. The
case of Afghanistan is typical for the process of demographic surveys:
Sources of the ministries of interior, agriculture/irrigation, and public health
were consulted. Village lists were compiled and local headmen provided
certification of the villager's residence status for registration in the Civil
Registration System (Tazkira). Thus it was possible to produce tentative

census estimates and a critical mass of statistical data.

In addition to materials published in the Middle East, the U.S. Army
Map Service, Corps of Engineers, printed maps of Afghanistan, Iran. and
the Arabians Peninsula. The Defense Mapping Agency in Washington, D.C.
published Gazetteers of Afghanistan, Iran, Saudi Arabia to provide uniform
usage of geographic names. Although these gazetteers do not describe any
entries beyond indicating whether it is a populated area or some
geographical feature, it gives reliable geographic coordinates. The British
Indian General Staff pioneered in the production of maps but the American
Topographic Command disposed of the resources to produce state-of-the-art

cartographic material.

The gazetteers of Afghanistan and Iran produced by this writer (and the
one on Arabia by Dr. Scoville) contain the historical and cultural data
accumulated by Britain over a century as well as information produced
since in the Middle East and the West. Maps at a scale of 1:250,000 were
appended to permit the location of entries. The gazetteers are encyclopedic
reference works with a wealth of data formerly not available. Thus, research
begun for military purposes now serves the peaceful purpose of Middle East

area studies.
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Endnotes

A Gazetteer of Persia was first published in four volumes by the
Intelligence Branch by the Quarter Master General's Department in
1885 at Calcutta. It was updated By the General Staff of India in
1910, 1914, and finally at Calcutta in 1918. L/MIL/17/15/1,2,3,4,.

(2) The Gazetteer of Afghanistan was first published as a secret document

(3)

in five parts in 1895 and also periodically updated in six volumes until
1914. L/MIL/17/14/1,2,3. The Gazetteer of Arabia was published in
Simla by the General Staff of India in 1917. L/MIL/17/16/1. It
included an area south of a line drawn from Aqaba through Maan, to
Abu Kamal on the Euphrates, including the Basra and Baghdad
vilayats. An earlier study resulted in the publication of the Gazetteer
of the Persian Gulf, Oman, and Central Arabia , by J. G. Lorimer in
1905 and 1915. Information on tribes and places along the eastern
litoral of the Arabian Peninsula was emphasized; Its major weakness
rested in the fact that, although the title claimed to include central
Arabia within its scope. this region was never visited by the Lorimer
expedition. See Scoville, "Historiography.”

In 1889, Viceroy Lord Landsdowne encouraged explorers of
"acknowledged utility"” to explore the countries neighboring India. He
felt that "The topography of the Hindu Kush is to India what the
fortifications of a frontier town are to Germany.” In 1891 a
mountaineer was asked not to "supply any foreign power with
information which might be valuable from a military point of view."
Corey's Expedition. In British India's Northern Frontier, 1865-95 by
G. J. Adler, 1963. The Royal Geographical Society, on the other
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hand, wanted openness in exploration to spread knowledge of the
world.

(4) The East India Company operated for about a century together with the
New Company (1698-1709) after which a Board of Control was
established (1784-1858). From 1858 the Crown took over and the
India Office in London, headed by the Secretary of State for India,
was in charge until Indian independence in 1947.

(5) The Government of India Act of 1858 stipulated that "India shall be
governed by and in the name of Her Majesty” and promised that "the
privileges which the Indians will receive in being placed in equality
with the subject of the British Crown, would result in prosperity
folloing in the train of civilization.”

(6) For the history of the British East India Company, see Martin Moir, A
general Guide to the India Office Records. 1988, British Library,
London.

(7) For Anglo-Afghan relations see, L. W. Adamec, 1967, Afghanistan
1900-1923: A Diplomatic History . Berkeley, University of California
Press, 1967; and L. W. Adamec, 1974, Afghanistan's Foreign Affairs
to the Mid-Twentieth Century , 1974, Tucson, University of Arizona
Press, 1974.

(8) See Political and Secret Memoranda C, L/P&S/18/205, Concession
granted to Mr. D. Arcy, 28 May 1901, Foreign Office, Sept. 1913.
Also see Persia: Admiralty Oil Concession. L/Political & Secret
Subject/10/410 File 3654/1913; and Persian Oil: L/P&S/10/143. File
1421/1908, Pts. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. Also see Persia: protection of
Anglo-Persian Oil Co's fields. File 3516/1914, Pt. 11,
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(C))]

Political and Secret Memoranda, L/P&S/18 A59, Afghan Boundary
Commission. Summary of correspondence with the Russian
Government. A. W. Moore, March 1885. Secret. And, Afghanistan,
L/P&S10/52. File 1880/1904, Pt. 1. Perso-Afghan Frontier: Seistan
arbitration.  L/P&S/12/1590, Coll 3/37. Perso-Afghan (Seistan)

Frontier; Boundary Commission, 1872; Dispute re. Seistan water

supply.

(10) See J. P. Ferrier, 1857, Caravan Journey and Wanderings in Persia,

Afghanistan, Turkistan, and Baloochistan, with Historical Notices on
the countries lying between Russia and India . London, J. Murray,
1857. C. Masson, 1842,  Narrative of Various Journeys in
Belouchistan, Afghanistan, and the Panjab; Including a Residence in
those countries from 1826-1836 . London, Richard Bentley, 1842, 3
vols. M. Elphinstone, 1815, An Account of the Kingdom of Cabul,
and its Dependencies in Persia, Tartary, and India . London.
Longman, Hurst and J. Murray, 11815. H. W. Bellew, 1879,
Afghanistan and the Afghans. London, Sampson Low Maiston; and
Journey of A Political Mission to Afghanistan in 1857 , London,
1862.; and An Enquiry into the ethnography of Afghanistan .
Woking. 1891.

(11) Information about the telegraph projects can be found under Persian

Gulf: Telegraphs, Henjam-Bandar Abbas cable. L/P&S/10/39. File
1408/1904, Pt. 2.

(12) For the text of the agreement, see J. C. Hurewitz, Diplomacy in the

Middle East: A Documentary Record, 1535-1914. Van Nostrand,
New York, 1956. Also see, L/P&S/10/122. File 2782/1907, Pt. 1.
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(13) L/MIL/17/14/8, 9,10, L1, 12: Routes in Afghanistan, N.E.; NW,; S.E.
; and S.W. Simla, Calcutta, and Lahore, 1923, 1924, 1937, and 1941.
L/MIL/17/14/10: Mobilization. Routes in Afghanistan. 1923, Calcutta
(updated to 1937). L/MIL/17/14/21: Plan of Operations in the Event
of War with Afghanistan. Pink Plan , Simla, 1933-34.
L/MIL/1715/12, 13: Routes in Persia, 4 vols. Calcutta/Simla, 1918-28;
Lahore, 1942. L/MIL/17/16/ Routes in Arabia , Simla, 1915. Also
L/MIL/17/16/1: A Handbook of Arabia , vol. 1, General , vol. 2
Routes . London, Intelligence Division, War Staff, Admiraity,
1916-17.

(14) L/MIL/17/14/ 13: Who's Who in Afghanistan , Simla, 10th ed. 1940
(the first edition was titled Biographical Accounts of Chiefs, Sardars,
and Others of Afghanistan, Calcutta, 1888. See also, Ludwig W.
Adamec Who's Who of Afghanistan , 1975, Graz, Austria, which is
in part based on British archival sources. Political [External] Files and
Collections, Persia, L/P&S/12/3451, Coll. 28/46: Leading
Personalities in Persia, 1929-32, 1943, 1946 editions. Who's Who in
Persia , Delhi/Simla, 1922-1924, 4 vols. Arabia, L/P&S/12/2107,
Coll. 6/40: Hejaz/Najd: Personalities.

Tribes: L/MIL/17/16/9: An Account of the Arab Tribes in the Vicinity of
Aden , Govt. Of Bombay, 1909. Iran - L/MIL/17/15/20: Report on
the Kuhgalu Tribes , Simla, 1910. Afghanistan - Notes on Nomad
Tribes of Eastern Afghanistan , by J. A. Robinson, Peshawar, 1934,

(15) For example L/MIL/17/14/5: Military Report on Afghanistan , 741 p.
Delhi, 1925. L/MIL/17/15/6: Military Report on Persia , 4 vols.
Simla, 1923-24. L/MIL/17/15/37: Handbook on the Persian Army ,
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Delhi, 1926. L/MIL/17/16/6: Military Report on the Aden
Protectorate , 298 p. Simla, 1915.

(16) L/MIL/17/14/7: Handbook of Kandahar Province, Simla, 1933.
L/MIL/17/15/19: Gazetteer of Kermanshah , Simla, 1907.
L/MIL/17/16/1: A Handbook on Arabia, Intelligence Div., War Staff,
2 vols., 1916-17. L/MIL/17/16/12: Handbook of Hejaz , Cairo, Arab
Bureau, 1917. L/MIL/17/16/14: Handbook of Yemen , Cairo, Arab
Bureau, 1917.

(17) L/MIL/17/14/6: Summary of Events in Afghanistan , Delhi/Simla,
1922-1940. L/MIL/17/15/40: Persia Intelligence Report , London,
1946. L/MIL/17/16/5: Arabia Intelligence Report , London, 1941.

(18) See Transport, Military in Adamec Dictionary of Afghan Wars,
Revolutions, and Insurgencies , Scarecrow Press, Inc. Lanham, MD,
1996.

(19) Ibid. Transport.

(20) Ibid. Foraging. Handbook of Kandahar Province , Simla, 1933.

(21) Adamec, 1996. Camp Followers. Also see, Stephen P. Cohen, The
Indian Army: Its Contribution to the Development of a Nation.
Berkeley, Uiversity of California Press, 1971.

(22) Adamec, 1996, Afghans, Methods of Fighting.

(23) Scoville, British Intelligence in the Middle East, unpublished research.
Also W. C. Beaver, Ph.D. Dissertation, 1976, The Development of
the Intelligence Division and its Role in Aspects of Imperial Policy
Making, 1854-1901.

(24) Scoville, op.cit. Circular No. 9, to the Secretary to the Government of

India, Foreign Department, Simla, 14th of August, 1877.



146

Symposium on Islamic World Information Sources

(25) Scoville, Unpublished.
(26) The India Office Library and Records were first located in the Foreign

(27

Office in London, then they were moved to Blackfriars Street, and
during this summer all the holdings were moved to the newly finished
building of the British Library.

Collaborators in the project included Fazel Abd al-Halim Khan
Muallem Panjshiri, Abd al-Hamid Khan Nahif, Aqayi Nawabi, Abd
al-Samad Khan Wadad, and Aqayi Humayun Khan.

(28) Provisional Gazetteer of Afghanistan, 3 vols. Afghan Demographic

Studies, Central Statistics Office, Kabul, Afghanistan, 1975; and the
four-volume National Demographic and Family Guidance Survey of
Afghanistan , Sponsored by the Government of Afghanistan and the
Agency for International Development (AID), Government of the

United States.

(29) Tehran, Da erat-i Jughrafiya-i Sitad-i Artish, 1328-1332 (shamsi H)

(30)
€2))

(32)
(33)
(34
(35)
(36)

[1949-54].

Markaz-i Amar-i Iran, Tehran, 1982[7]

Ludwig W. Adamec, Historical Gazetteer of Iran , 1. Tehran and
Northwestern Iran: 2. Meshed and Northeastern Iran ; 3. Abadan and
Southwestern Iran ; 4. Zahidan and Southeastern Iran . ADEVA,
Graz, Austria, 1976-89.

Tehran, 1345 (shamsi H).

Tehran, 1973.

Shirkat-i Chapkhana-yi Firdusi. 25 Mehr 1339 shamsi.

Sheila A. Scoville, Historiography on the Gazetteer of Arabia.

Scoville, op.cit.
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(37) Leipzig, 1939. Reprinted, Hildesheim, New York, 1983.

(38) In Afghanistan, the Soviet Union did not permit the Americans to
survey the north, therefore, when maps were to be produced, the
Soviets worked on the northern part and the Americans on the rest.
As a sign of "peaceful coexistence," nationals of both countries
cooperated in matching the overlapping parts. The Soviets had
extended their grid system into northern Afghanistan, which gave

American cartographers valuable data on the Soviet system.
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APPENDIX

Files in British archives are organized according to a letter classification.

Most files listed in this paper were under the category of L/MIL, Military
Department Records”, and L/P&S, Political and Secret Department

Records” . But other categories of files will also contain materials on the

Middle East, therefore I will give here the entire List of

Main Classes:

o O

AT @mamm

L/AG

S5 h

Charters, Deeds, Statutes and Treaties, ¢ 1500-c1950

Minutes of the East India Company's Directors and Proprietors,
1599- 1858

Council of India Minutes and Memoranda, 1858-1947

Minutes and Memoranda etc. of General Committees and Offices
of the East India Company, 1700-1858

East India Company General Correspondence, 1602-1859

Board of Control General Records, 1784-1858

Factory Records, ¢ 1595-1858

Home Miscellaneous Series, ¢ 1600-c 1900
Records relating to other Europeans in India etc., 1475-1824
Haileybury Records, 1749-1857

Records relating to other Establishments, 1809-1925

Departmental Records

Accountant General's Records, 1601-1974

Economic Department Records, 1786-1950

Financial Department Records, ¢1800-1949

Information Department Branch, 1921-1949
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L/L
L/MAR
L/MED
L/MIL
L/P
L/PO
L/PWD
L/P&]
L/P&S
L/R
L/SUR
L/S&G

v 0z z

e’

R
R/I

R/2
R/3

R/4

Legal Adviser's Records, c1550-¢1950

Marine Department Records, 1600-1879

Medical Board Records, ¢1920-c1960

Military Department Records, 1708-1957

Parliamentary Branch Records, ¢1772-1952

Private Office Papers, c1858-1948

Public Works Department Records, ¢1839-1931

Public and Judicial Department Records. 1795-1950

Political and Secret Department Records, 1756-1950

Record Department Papers, 1859-1959

Surveyor s Records, 1837-1934

Services and General Department Records, ¢1920-¢1970

War Staff Papers, 1921-1951

Burma Office Records, 1932-1948

Returns of Baptisms, Marriages, Burials etc., 1698- 1969
Biographical Series. 1702-1948
Proceedings and Consultations of the Government of India and of
the Presidencies and Provinces, 1702- 1945

Commission, Committee and Conference Records, c1895- 1947
Records transferred later through official channels]
India: Crown Representative s Political Department Records,
1880-1947

India: Crown Representative's Residency Records, ¢1789-1947
India: Other Records of the Central and Provincial Governments,
1899-1948

India: British High Commission Cemetery Records, ¢1870-1967
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R/S Nepal: Kathmandu Residency Records, 1792-1872

R/8 Burma: Records of the Governor s Office etc., 1942- 1947

R/9 Malaysia: Malacca Orphan Chamber and Court Justice Records,
1685-1835

R/10 China: Canton Factory Records, 123-1841

R/12  Afghanistun: Kabul Legation Records, 1923-1948

R/15 Persian Gulf: Records of Bushire, Bahrain, Kuwait, Muscat and
Trucial Coast Agencies etc., 1763-1951

R/19  Egypt: Records of the Cairo, Alexandria and Suez Agencies,
1832-1870

R/20  Aden: Records of British Administration, 1839-1967

S Linguistic Survey of India Records, c1900-c1930

\Y Official Publications, ¢1700-1957

W.X.Y Map Collections. ¢1700-1960

4 Registers and Indexes, c1700-1950

(*) The Military Department Library (I./MIL/17) alone contains about
10,000 items.

(**) The Political and Secret Records, (L/P&S) 1756-c1950 include some
13,246 volumes/files and 318 boxes.






